
 

 

 

  

Statewide Fish and Wildlife Management Board Meeting 
March 23-24, 2017 

White Eagle Conference Center 
Hamilton, New York 

 
 

Roll Call and Introductions 

 

Fish and Wildlife Management Board Members Present: 

 

Bill Conners   Region 3 FWMB to Conservation Fund Advisory Board 

David McLean   Region 4 Sportsman Representative 

Richard Steele   Region 4 Legislative Representative 

Robert Hodorowski  Region 5 Sportsman Representative 

Bill Pike2   Region 5 Landowner Representative 

Mike Candella   Region 6 Landowner Representative 

Walt Paul   Region 6 Sportsman Representative 

Lance Robson1   Region 7 Landowner Representative 

Tim Evans   Region 7 Sportsman Representative 

Jim Petreszyn   Region 7 Legislative Representative 

Barlow Rhodes   Region 8 Landowner Representative 

Tom Ryan4   Region 8 Sportsman Representative 

Matt Foe4   Region 9 Landowner Representative 

Dan Tone   Region 9 NYSCC Representative 

Zen Olow4   Region 9 Sportsman Representative 

 
1Statewide FWMB Chair 
2Statewide FWMB Vice-Chair 
4Statewide FWMB Executive Committee 
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Guests and Presenters: 

Chuck Parker  New York State Conservation Council 

Mark Rogers  NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historical Preservation 

Shannon Farrell  SUNY – Environmental Science and Forestry 

Dan Decker  Cornell University 

Randy Jackson  Cornell University 

Tony Wilkinson  NYSDEC – Fish and Wildlife 

Douglas Stang  NYSDEC – Fish and Wildlife 

 

Meeting Agenda –Approval 

 Motion to approve agenda – Matt Foe 

 Second – Jim Petreszyn 

 Motion carried unanimously 

 

 

Regional and CFAB reports were available to meeting participants and are attached to 

the meeting notes 

 

Updates, Discussions and Presentations 

 

Douglas Stang, DEC Fish and Wildlife provided updates on several DEC efforts 

- Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) has a new Director, Tony Wilkinson 

- DFW has a new Chief of Bureau of Fisheries, Stephen Hurst 

- Bureau of Fisheries has a new Inland Fisheries Section Head, Greg Kozlowski 

- DFW has new Chief of Bureau of Habitat, Chuck Nieder 

- DEC acquired a new 690-acre Wildlife Management Area in Columbia County (aka 

Doodletown) 

- Based on the successful 2016-17 work planning efforts with DEC Division of Operations 

resulting in lots of great work getting done on access projects and habitat projects, a 

similar effort is planned for 2017-18 

- Renovations and improvements to DEC’s Hatchery Infrastructure continue and an 

additional $3 million is expected in the 2017-18 NYS Budget via New York Works funds 

- Staffing in DEC fish hatcheries remains an issue with hatchery staff filling regional fish 

and wildlife positions with inability to backfill the hatchery positions 

- Improvements to the Reynolds Game Farm continue with another $1 million in New York 

Works funds expected in 2017-18 

- Young Forest Initiative Update 

o 17 Habitat Management Plans have been approved to date 

 HMPs are very detailed with specific actions planned and timeframe for 

actions 

o Forestry prescriptions have been prepared for 11 WMAs 
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o Forestry cuts were conducted at Mongaup Valley WMA (40 acres, seed tree cut), 

Hi Tor WMA (66 acres, shelterwood cut), Ashland Flats WMA (27 acres, 

clearcut), and Cicero Swamp WMA (10 acres, patch clearcuts) 

 

- National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) will continue in New York  

o DEC plans to hire a permanent NY-NASP coordinator 

o DEC has developed a strategic plan for expanded NY-NASP 

o DEC regional sportsman education coordinators will serve an role in NY-NASP 

delivery 

 

Mark Rogers of New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation reiterated 

OPRHP efforts to increase hunting opportunities in New York State Parks. 

- OPRHP is developing more detailed maps that clearly indicate which state park lands 

are open to hunting 

 

Shannon Farrell of SUNY-Environmental Science and Forestry  

- committed Jackie Frair to an update on the SUNY-ESF moose project at the fall 2017 

statewide FWMB meeting 

- will send out query to FWMB members regarding collection of mammal information from 

trail cameras as part of SUNY-ESF mammal project 

 

FWMB Business 

- Lance Robson will be moving out-of-state and will be stepping down in the fall 

- Nominating Committee formed: Tom Ryan, Matt Foe, and Dave McClean 

o Slate to be developed for Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary 

 

Conservation Fund Advisory Board 

- Costs associated with ECO staffing and patrol efforts associated with the Dannemora 

prison break will not be reimbursed to the Conservation Fund 

- Conservation Fund balance is falling and DEC promises to move staff off the 

Conservation Fund to preserve the balance of the fund 

- Proposal for 2017-18 is to move approximately $5 million in fish and wildlife program 

costs off the Conservation Fund 

 

Antler Restrictions (AR) 

- State Senator Tom O’Mara introduced proposal for [nearly] statewide implementation of 

antler restrictions (3-points or 4-points on a side) as part of 2017-18 Budget and as a 

separate bill with Member of Assembly Woerner 

- Many false claims being foisted by Whitetail Management Coalition to promote AR 

- FWMB submitted letter of opposition to these proposals (copy attached) 

o FWMB is categorially opposed to fish and wildlife management via legislation 

and fundamentally opposed to AR 
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- FWMB members and all hunters need to remain vigilant and continue to provide 

opposition to AR 

- FWMB, NYSCC, and CFAB all in opposition to legislative implementation of AR and 

indications are that AR will not be implemented as part of 2017 legislation 

- All FWMB members need to push for resolutions at the county level and via the NYS 

Farm Bureau, Grange, Forest Products Association and New York Forest Owners 

Association in opposition to AR 

- FWMB to work with Chairs of the Environmental Conservation Committees in the Senate 

(Senator Ritchie) and Assembly (MOA Magee) as well as the Agriculture Committee 

 

Dan Decker, Cornell University 

- Called FWMB members attention to new project iSeeMammals which is a mobile app for 

collection data on presence / absence of bears in New York (see attachment) 

- Introduced Randy Jackson, researcher at Cornell’s Biological Field Station at Shackelton 

Point on Oneida Lake 

- Randy’s made presentation to FWMB about changes to New York’s fish communities 

through time (copy attached) 

o Canals, invasive species via canals (and other means), landscape changes, 

water level manipulation, changing climate all contribute to changes in New 

York’s fish communities 

 

 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 

- FWMB to make statement at March 28th meeting at Agriculture and Markets regarding 

continued support for prohibition on importation of live cervids into New York 

- FWMB requests DEC finalize its CWD Prevention Plan and get it out for public review 

ASAP 

 

RESOLUTION: Statewide FWMB send a Memorandum of Support for measures to prevent 

 CWD in New York 

- Supports continued prohibition of importation of live cervids into New York 

- Supports prohibition on retail sale and use of natural deer urine products 

- Supports prohibition of importation and possession of parts form CWD-

susceptible cervids from all states and provinces outside New York 

 Motion to support – Jim Petreszyn 

 Second – Barlow Rhodes 

 Motion carried unanimously 

 

Fisher Trapping 

- Concerns were voiced regarding the number of fisher that were trapped in Wildlife 

Management Unit (WMU) 7M – 136 fisher were trapped and pelt-tagged during the 6-

day season. 

- DEC responded: 
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That figure represents the number of animals that was pelt sealed. We are also 

collecting information from trappers on the number of traps they set and the number of 

days afield so we can estimate take per unit effort (TPUE). TPUE provides a more 

accurate estimate of harvest pressure and abundance than take alone. We’ll have an 

estimate of TPUE in the coming weeks after we analyze the trapper logs from the 2016 

season.  

The relatively high number of fisher taken in 7M is not surprising based on the results of 

the occupancy research we did with Cornell. The East Appalachian Plateau aggregate 

had the highest occupancy rate in all of central and western NY outside of the Tug Hill 

and the Catskills.  

As with any management, our goal is to be adaptive. We are collecting harvest, effort, 

and biological data (age and sex) for three seasons as described in the fisher 

management plan. If these data suggest that harvest opportunity is not sustainable, we 

will take action to change the season structure.  

12-year old big game hunting 

- FWMB members discussed support for the proposal to allow 12 year olds to hunt big 

game with muzzleloaders and firearms 

 

RESOLUTION: Statewide FWMB send a Memorandum of Support that language proposed 

in the New York State Senate version of the 2017-18 New York State Budget that allows 

12 year olds to hunt big game with muzzleloaders, crossbows, and firearms and that 

allows for increased use of crossbows during all archery seasons under a bow hunting 

privilege remain as part of the implemented 2017-18 New York State Budget. 

 Motion to support – Jim Petreszyn 

 Second – Tom Ryan 

 Motion carried unanimously 

 

Mandatory blaze orange 

- FWMB Chair Robson participate don a conference call with NYSCC, CFAB and DEC 

staff concerning desirability of requiring blaze orange while hunting big game with a 

firearm 

- Opposition was offered by FWMB members 

o Others (hikers, bikers, etc.) in the woods during big game season should have 

similar requirement for wearing blaze orange 

o Hunters need to be sure of target and beyond, not just target with blaze/ no blaze 

o Every NYSCC Committee voted in opposition to mandatory blaze at spring 

NYSCC meeting 
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o New York is safe hunting state with voluntary / recommended use of blaze 

orange 

o New York hunters’ use of blaze is comparable (estimated 80%) to states where 

blaze is mandatory 

- Re: DEC assessment of hunting-related shooting incidents (HRSI) – if not lawful hunting, 

then incident should be included 

 

RESOLUTION: Statewide FWMB send a Memorandum of Opposition regarding the 

imposition of mandatory requirement that hunters wear blaze orange while a field during 

the big game season 

 Motion to oppose – Walt Paul 

 Second – Bill Conners 

 Motion carried unanimously 

 

Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) 

- DEC should remove the stipulation of only 2 DMAP permits per hunter 

- Landowners should not have to try DMAP before they can request / use deer damage 

permits (DDP), particularly in nuisance situations 

- Need for broader knowledge of how to get deer taken under DMAP or DDP as part of 

the venison donation program 

- Request that DEC allow for greater consideration of DDP as a first option in control of 

deer damage – particularly in those areas of the state with leftover deer management 

permits (DMPs) 

 

DEC Division of Fish and Wildlife Director, Tony Wilkinson 

- Introduced himself and provided background 

- Role of advocate for sportsmen and sports women, advocate for dedicated professional 

staff 

- Sound stewardship of New York’s natural resources 

- Focus areas: health / status of deer herd, expanded use of crossbows, white-nose 

syndrome in bats, CWD prevention, strengthen prohibition on deer feeding, use and 

management of wildlife management areas, problems with urban wildlife, improving 

DEC’s hatchery infrastructure, concerns about lead in wildlife 

- Concerns offered by FWMB members: 

o Transfer of The Nature Conservancy lands adjacent to Deer Creek Marsh WMA 

to DEC 

o Poor silviculture and forest stewardship practices by Molpus ion easement lands 

o Prohibition of outboard use on Thirteenth Lake, ostensibly to reduce disturbance 

of loons 

o Hunter sensitivity re: lead poisoning in eagles when more eagles are killed by 

trains 

o DEC needs to improve “educating / informing people regarding rational behind 

and in support of rules 
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o Otter plan is overdue and DEC should consider reopening otter trapping in 

southeastern New York as trappers are concerned about, inadvertently trapping 

otter during open beaver season (cuts down on willingness to trap beaver) 

 

Allowable Uses on Wildlife Management Areas 

- Discussed primary uses (hunting, wildlife production, wildlife habitat, wildlife-dependent 

recreation) vs secondary uses (hiking, biking, dog trails, camping) 

- No snowmobile “loops” should be allowed on WMAs (okay with connecting trail across 

WMA property) 

- Pheasant stocking should be allowed on Fort Edward grasslands 

- Concerns over cited instances of guided (hired) torus on WMA lands 

- DEC Bureau of Wildlife staff is working on clear explanation / guidance on allowable 

uses on WMAs 

 

DEC Executive Deputy Commissioner, Ken Lynch 

- Welcomed FWMB to Ken’s former DEC Region 

- $30 million expected in 2017-18 NYS Budget for AdventureNY 

o Improve access to public lands 

o Promote hunting and fishing  

o Improve outdoor recreation participation across New York and redirect effort 

away from “over used” areas (e.g. High Peaks) 

o Develop a better balance of where / when people can enjoy New York’s  

 

Access to Easement Lands 

- Hunters and anglers have been working hard to get suitable access via roads to access 

areas of particular interest on these lands 

- Good maps, including topographical maps are needed to identify those areas of greatest 

interest / utility to hunters and anglers 

- Need for clear, concise maps to be included as part of the recreation plans for easement 

lands 

- Walt Paul described efforts and status of access to parcels / tracts of easement lands 

o Campion easement – Crohgan Tract 

o Kushaqua Tract 

o Oswegatchie 

 

Boat Launch on Otsego Lake 

- Lack of a suitable boat launch on Otsego Lake remains a problem 

- Committee formed make a site visit and develop recommendation: Dave McClean, Mike 

Candella, Richard Steel, and Jim Petreszyn 

- State statute that limits state boat launch site to 16 ft in length or less 
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RESOLUTION: Statewide FWMB send a Memorandum to DEC requesting that DEC 

discontinue fisheries management on Otsego Lake until such time that a state boat 

launch or fishing access site with adequate parking is situated on Otsego Lake 

 Motion – Dave McClean 

 Second – Jim Petreszyn 

 Motion carried unanimously 

 

Nominating Committee Ballot 

Chair – Lance Robson 

Vice Chair – Bill Conners 

Secretary – Barlow Rhodes 

Executive Committee – Matt Foe, Zen Olow and Dave McClean 

CFAB – Bill Conners 

 

Motion: FWMB Secretary cast a single ballot accepting the recommendation of the 

Nominating Committee 

 Motion – Dave McClean 

 Second – Mike Candella 

 Motion carried unanimously 

 

Note: Chair Robson will be moving out of New York in fall 2017 so FWMB Chair duties will be 

assumed by Vice Chair Conners 

 

Next meeting – September 11 and 12  - tentative (possibly in conjunction with Conservation 

Fund Advisory Board meeting) 

 

 

Meeting Adjournment –Approval 

 Motion to adjourn – Zen Olow 

 Second – Tom Ryan 

 Motion carried unanimously 
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