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2020 DEER HUNTING 
FORECAST 
Region 1 

Region 1 consists of Nassau and Suffolk Counties on Long 
Island. The patchwork of urban/suburban areas intermixed 
with open space, woodlots and agriculture create many 
havens for deer to find resources and avoid management 
objectives. Suffolk County has been struggling with deer 
overabundance for some time although it has a liberal bow 
season in addition to a special firearms season in January.  
Sightings in Nassau County have been increasing in the 
past decade and will likely lead to population growth if left 
unchecked. 

Listed with the  Wildlife Management Unit (WMU) summary 
is the desired population trajectory (increase, decrease, or 
stay the same) for that unit, which DEC established by 
combining public input on their preference for local deer population change with data that describe the impact that deer are 
having on the local forest habitat. DEC uses the trend in the annual buck harvest density and other metrics to gauge trends 
in a WMU’s deer population and its relationship to the unit's objective. This relationship is key to determining annual 
antlerless harvest recommendations and Deer Management Permit (DMP) allocations. 

WMU 1C  
Area = 903 mile2 
Desired Population Trajectory:  Decrease 

2019 Buck Take = 1.8 bucks harvested per mile2 
2019 Total Deer Take = 4.6 deer harvested per mile2 

 

 

The WMU saw an increase in antlered and antlerless harvest in 2019. We expect fawn survival to be high due to 
continuing mild winters and available food. In accordance with public input on deer population change and local 
management goals, we will continue to issue Bonus Deer Management Permits (DMPs), valid for antlerless deer only, via 
e-mail, mail or in person at one of the many town- and state-operated check stations. Hunters who have filled a DMP or 
bonus DMP in WMU 1C may obtain a bonus tag so they can continue hunting. To help us collect information on herd age 
structure and condition, please consider having your harvested deer checked at the Ridge Hunter Check Station. 

The 2021 January Firearms season will run January 3rd -31st. To be included in the drawing for a reservation to hunt 
DEC-managed lands in January, entries must be received by the December 1st deadline. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/8302.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7207.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/6403.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/10001.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/40409.html
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DEC manages hunting access to State, County and other municipal lands through cooperative agreements. It is important 
for hunters to remember to be respectful of the property and other recreational user groups to ensure continued hunting 
access in the future. Most of the land in Suffolk County is held in private ownership or by municipal entities that do not 
allow access for hunting, making deer population growth inevitable. Hunters should be aware of local ordinances that 
might make hunting more restrictive. 

DEC is willing to meet with communities and municipalities to help tailor deer reduction either by coordinating access to 
hunting areas or through more focused approaches. 

To learn more about hunting opportunities on Long Island, please visit our Long Island hunting opportunity page.  You can 
also call our wildlife information line on Mondays and Thursdays at (631) 444-0310 or, during the open hunting seasons, 
the hunter check station in Ridge, NY at (631) 924-3156.  

Other hunting links: 

• Suffolk County Parks www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/Parks/RecreationalActivities/Hunting.aspx  
• Southold Town - http://ny-southold.civicplus.com/index.aspx?nid=438    

 

 

Leslie Lupo 

Region 1 Big Game Biologist 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/8373.html
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/Parks/RecreationalActivities/Hunting.aspx
http://ny-southold.civicplus.com/index.aspx?nid=438
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