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Rei ssued:
MEMORANDUM
TO: Regi onal Water Engi neers, Bureau Directors and Section

Chi ef s

SUBJECT: Division of Water Technical and Operational Guidance
Series (1.2.4)- Individual Sewage Treatnment System
Di scharges to Surface Waters
(Originator: Joseph Di Mura)

PURPOSE

To provide guidance for individual approval of on-site sewage
treat ment systens.

DI SCUSSI ON

| ndi vi dual s having or purchasing lots at sites where adverse
soils conditions exist may turn to DEC for authorization to
construct a surface wastewater discharge. The conplexities of
operating an individual wastewater treatnment facility that

di scharges to surface waters and the potential for health and
envi ronment al contam nation makes this approach undesirable. |t
is, however, recognized that there are situations where, because
of hardship at an existing residence, a surface discharge may be
necessary. It is intended to provide admnistrative flexibility
to resolve such cases where sewage may be overflow ng onto the
ground.

GUI DANCE

| . Applicability - Donmestic type sewage discharges from famly
residences with a total flow of |less than 1000 GPD.

. Di scharge to Municipal Sewers - Whenever possible,
i ndi vi dual residences should be connected to nunici pal
sewers.

I1l. Discharge to Surface Waters - It is the Division's policy




It

t hat wastewater discharges to surface water from proposed
new residences shall not be approved. Wastes from

resi dences may be discharged to groundwater consistent with
criteria and procedures established in 10NYCRR Part 75,
Appendi x 75-A and "Waste Treatnment Handbook - | ndividual
Househol d Systens” by NYS- DOH.

recogni zed that hardship cases may exist for existing

resi dences. In those cases, the follow ng procedures should be
fol |l owed:
1. The applicant must first have attenpted an alternative

subsurface system constructed according to criteria and
procedures pursuant to 10NYCRR Part 75 - Appendix 75-A.9

The applicant must submt a conpleted application for a
SPDES Permt, denonstrate that a hardship exists, and
provide final construction plans for a wastewater treatnent
system that will neet the follow ng discharge criteria:

BOD, - 5 ng/l

Suspended Solids - 10 ng/l

DO - 7.0 mg/l

Ammonia * - 2.0 ng/l

Chl orine Residual ** - 0.1 mg/l

* Site conditions may require nore stringent limts.

** Only if disinfection is required.

These criteria are for an assumed discharge to an intermttent
stream A receiving water with significant dilution will allow
rel axed standards.
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