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MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Record 

FROM: Joseph J. Martens ~M 

SUBJECT: Meacham Lake Public Campground 

The amendment to the Meacham Lake Public Campground Unit Management Plan has 
been completed . The amendment is consistent with Environmental Conservation Law, 
and Department Rules, Regulations and Policies and is hereby approved and adopted . 
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Amendment to the Meacham Lake Campground UMP (August 1993) 

Motorized boat launch relocation and construction 

I. Background 
In accordance with the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan and the provisions of the 1985 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Adirondack Park Agency and the Department of 
Environmental Conservation, the following amendment is a supplement to the Meacham Lake 
Public Campground Unit Management Plan (UMP)/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  

The amendment calls for the construction of an improved boat launch site to replace the 
existing inadequate launch as provided for in the final approved UMP/EIS Volume II, in 
section IV, objective H – Boat Launch Site Improvement. This section contains a general 
description of the ideal launch site. Section II, subsection A, sub subsection 7, contains a 
description of the current inadequate boating facilities (see full UMP/EIS). Some of the Major 
deficiencies and characteristics of the current launch described in the 1993 UMP/EIS are below: 

- Inadequate grade at 3.5% 
- Parking for 50 vehicles with trailers (which is actually only approximately 25) 
- Ice damage an annual problem 
- Only public access point to Meacham Lake 
- Extremely shallow  
- Improvements not possible at current site.  
- The old launch site will have the docks and motorized access removed and be 

maintained as an ice access point and car top launch.   
The 1993 UMP also outlines data on usage statistics showing a maximum boat density on the 
Campgrounds busiest days at 15 acres/boat present. The plan also outlines criteria for the new 
launch which are summarized below; 

- Ideally a 14% grade launch ramp 
- Adequate access road 
- Double wide concrete ramp 
- Floating docks 
- Parking for 50 cars with trailers 
- Bulkhead and/or shore protection 
- Funding and permits to complete the project 
- A UMP amendment 

It should also be noted that DEC’s launch on Meacham is the only public launch/access point to 
the lake.  The lake itself has very low public use and the majority of the use (approximately 
63%) are campers staying at the park.  

II. Selection and Development of the Proposed Launch
Careful consideration for resource protection, facility function, and environmental impact(s) 
were taken during the planning phase for this project.  Four potential sites where selected after 
review of the accessible portions of the shoreline (see attachment 1). Sites 1 -3 were ruled out 
due to wetlands, environmental impacts, inadequate depths, resource impacts, and cost analysis.  



Site 4 was selected as the only site which met all requirements for a motorized boat launch site 
(see attachments 2 & 3).   

The reasons why site 4 was selected are as follows: 
1. The proposed site (4) is located in the campground intensive use area just south of

campsite 173.  Site 174 will be removed as part of this project (attachment 4).
2. The selected site already has a paved road leading to it, which will accommodate

vehicles with trailers.
3. It is the only site with appropriate depths to achieve a 14% grade (attachment 5).
4. The launch area is protected from wind and wave action.
5. There are no wetlands located at this site.
6. There are no adjacent land owners affected by this project.

The full construction detail is included in this plan (attachment 6).  Some of the main design 
specifications are listed below.  

1. Paved parking for 15 vehicles with Trailers and 6 vehicle only spots, including
accessible spaces (21 total parking spaces).

2. Two 50’ vehicle turnarounds.
3. An invasive species disposal area and kiosk with invasive species and fisheries

information.
4. A single lane concrete launch ramp
5. A boating staging area.
6. All existing vegetation along shoreline buffer will be protected and maintained and

supplemented with additional native plantings to increase storm water retention,
protect from erosion, and provide more vegetative screening.  Plantings will be 3’ to
4’ for shrubs and 10’ to 12’ for tress, which is larger than normal and will facilitate
their function.

The launch will provide 29 less parking spots than was originally set forth in the 1993 UMP/EIS 
because the topography and developable area will not allow for the specified 50 spaces.  This 
will limit capacity to at or below current usage. If there is the need to have overflow parking, 
within a quarter mile of this site is the Campground day use parking area which has capacity for 
432 cars and will provide more than enough extra spaces.  Furthermore, the majority of campers 
park their boats and trailers at or across from their campsite, which will allow for the majority of 
use to be day users.  

Invasive species control signs and informational handouts will be available at this boat launch at 
the control booth and kiosk points. In addition, an invasive species disposal box will be located 
at the launch.  The Department will continue to provide space for Lake Stewards for boat 
inspections.  Campground staff will be trained in the identification and control of invasive 
species in an effort to educate the public and prevent the introduction or spreading of invasive 
species. Use of a boat wash station was also considered for this site, and the Department may 
include a boat wash station in the future at this boat launch or in another location within the 
Intensive Use Area. The location of the boat wash station will be made in consultation with the 
Agency if the Department chooses to implement this program at this facility. 



The Department staff will secure all necessary permits for the project.  The preferred site 
location for the launch will not result in any impacts to wetlands, and will include a push slab 
and floating docks which qualifies the project for a nationwide permit from the Army CORPS.  
The project is under one acre of soil disturbance and therefore will not require a SWPP, and this 
project will not require a water quality certification.  A tree cutting list will be submitted with the 
final drawings and designs to the APA and NYS DEC.  All aspects of the project will be 
compliant with the APSLMP. 
Planning and review is anticipated to be completed by June 2015.  Project bidding is expected to 
take place in the summer of 2015.  Construction is expected to begin on the day after Labor Day 
2015 with an anticipated completion date of December 1, 2015 whereupon it will be immediately 
open to the public.  

III. Response to Public Comments

Public Comments are grouped by category and summarized below. 

Comment –  Concerns regarding trailered boats being towed through the campground resulting 
in traffic and/or safety issues. 

Response - Many campers and day users currently come to Meacham Lake Campground with 
boats and trailers in tow. The Department does not anticipate the number of 
vehicles with trailerd boats to increase substantially.  Campground roads have a 
legal posted speed limit which is enforceable through the New York State vehicle  
& traffic laws.  Campground roads are designed to accommodate large trailers 
and mobile homes which can exceed 40’.  The Department does not feel boats in 
tow will pose an increased safety concern when compared to current vehicle type 
and use.  

Comment - Traffic from trailers and boats will cause increased noise disturbance in the 
campground. 

Response - All Department campgrounds have designated quiet hours. Quiet hours will 
remain in affect and be enforced within the campground, regardless of noise 
source.  The Department has not experienced negative noise levels at its other 
facilities with similar size trailered boat launch sites and does not expect the 
Meacham Lake boat launch to be any different.  

Comment -  The new boat launch will result in increased boat traffic on Meacham Lake, and 
this could also pose a safety concern on the water. 

Response - The new proposed boat launch at this campground is smaller in size than what 
was recommended in the 1993 UMP. The Department feels that the smaller boat 
launch currently being proposed (15 car and trailer spaces, and 6 car only spaces) 
will prevent the number of boat on Meacham Lake from becoming a safety 



concern.  Also noted in the UMP, the majority of boat traffic originates from 
campers. Although there may be a minor increase in day users, the size of the lake 
when coupled with available parking for boaters will not result in boater densities 
beyond acceptable levels. Boat trailer traffic has not been an issue at other 
campgrounds with launches located within the park.   

Comment - Will the public be charged a use fee during the camping season, and will the 
launch be accessible during the spring and fall. 

Response -  Yes during the camping season a day use fee will be charged. The day use fees 
collected not only allows the patron to use the boat launch but also allows for the 
use of all the other facilities the campground has to offers. In addition, the public 
may purchase an Empire Passport or use the Golden Parks Program which will 
provide a savings when compared to the fee for a single day use.  The launch will 
be accessible and free of charge during all other periods. 

Comment - Is there a restroom close by the launch? 

Response - Yes there are bathroom facilities located 200 feet away from the launch. 

Comment -  There must be a boat wash station built now to address aquatic invasive species. 

Response - The Department has reserved the option to build a boat wash station at this 
location if the determination is made that this location will be the most effective.  
It should also be noted that the Watershed Steward Program is provided space at 
this location and monitors boats coming and going for invasive species.   

Comment - Wildlife activity and paddlers will be negatively affected by more motor boats. 

Response - Given the size of Meacham Lake and the size of the proposed launch the 
Department feels there will be enough room for all to enjoy Meacham Lake while 
at the same time preserving the natural resource.     

Comment - This location is not in the best interest of campground users. 

Response - Multiple campgrounds around the state have boat launches located within the 
campground proper. Based on the Department’s camper surveys at these facilities 
a boat launch has been viewed as a benefit by the patrons.  

Comment - The road is in no condition to bear the increased boat launch traffic. 

Response - Although in some areas the road surface is deteriorating, it is currently able to 
handle large trailered mobile homes. Trailered boats will be able to utilize the 
campground road system in the very same manner. If in the future the road 



surface deterioration becomes an impediment to vehicles traffic the Department 
will address its condition at that time. 

Comment - Will someone staff the boat launch to make sure people launch their boats 
properly? 

Response - The Watershed Steward Program will be posted at the boat launch in 8 hour 
shifts.  Improper launching has not been an issue of concern at other Department 
boat launches. However, improper use of the launch will be address by 
Department Staff in necessary.  

Comment- Concerns over the public’s opportunity to provide comments on the UMP 
Amendment. 

Response- The Meacham Lake Unit Management Plan (UMP) Amendment provides the 
public with additional detail pertaining to the proposed boat launch management 
action approved within the 1993 UMP. In addition to the public comment period 
provided during the 1993 UMP process, a second public comment period and 
public information session was provided by the Department during the 
Amendment process. The timing, duration and opportunity for public involvement 
regarding the Meacham Lake UMP Amendment is consistent with that of other 
UMP Amendments of similar nature and scope presented by the Department. 
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