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St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario 

SLELO PRISM (Rob Williams) 
 

• Elm Zig Zag Sawfly (Aproceros leucopoda):  

SLELO PRISM is working with DEC’s Forest Health 

Diagnostic Lab and the Department of Agriculture 

and Markets to address the State’s first positive 

confirmation of elm zigzag sawfly, (Aproceros 

leucopoda) from three areas in St. Lawrence County. 

This is the first time this species has been recorded in 

New York.  SLELO PRISM is establishing a species-

specific Volunteer Surveillance Network or VSN to 

assist with determining the extent of sawflies in the 

region.   
 

• Recovering Ecosystem Resilience: 

The SLELO Team is wrapping up two years of work on 

our riparian habitat restoration initiatives along 

sections of South Sandy Tributary in Eastern Lake 

Ontario by suppressing invasive plants and planting 

eleven species of native plants, through overseeding 

and live staking. Combined, these efforts help to 

recover ecosystem resilience as outlined in the NYS 

Invasive Species Comprehensive Management Plan. 

We are also continuing our restoration work on 

sections of the Eastern Lake Ontario Dunes system by 

suppressing phragmites and replanting with several 

resident native species. 
 

• Biological Control Releases: 

Our biocontrol efforts have made significant progress 

this season. This year the SLELO team released close 

to 6,000 parasitoids (of 3-different species) for the 

long- term protection of ash trees from the invasive 

emerald ash borer.  Approximately  500 (hypena 

opulenta) insects have been liberated to suppress 

swallowwort and encourage forest regeneration 

along with a yet to be quantified number of Hemlock 

Woolly Adelgid biocontrol’s to protect hemlock trees. 

Western New York 

WNY PRISM: (Andrea Locke) 
 

• Community Science and Engagement: WNY PRISM 

has hired a new Community Science and 

Engagement Program Manager to take over 

education and outreach programming. Rachel 

Taylor comes to WNY PRISM with over 12 years 

conservation and invasive species experience, most 

recently working for the Florida Fish & Wildlife 

Conservation Commission. Rachel will coordinate 

efforts that have shifted from traditional outreach 

efforts to programs that focus on community 

science programs, public engagement and behavior 

change efforts. 
 

• WNY PRISM’s New Look: WNY PRISM has updated 

our logo to be consistent with the new brand 

standards established by DEC. In addition, WNY 

PRISM is working on updating our website. This is a 

much-needed overhaul that will provide improved 

functionality and navigation. Items being added to 

the website include integrated iMap distribution 

maps for the invasive species profiles, interactive 

features and the ability sign onto WNY PRISM’s 

Pledge to Protect campaigns. Additional 

functionality will include an improved events 

calendar and the ability to register and sign 

volunteer waivers. 
 

• WNY PRISM Invasive Species Symposium: WNY 

PRISM’s Symposium is focused on lessons learned 

and adaptive management and is geared towards 

practitioners and planners working to develop or 

implement invasive species management projects. 

Participants will have the opportunity to seek 

advice from those with expert knowledge while 

learning about amazing management, monitoring, 

and restoration work taking place in the region. The 

program also served as WNY PRISM’s Fall Partner 

Meeting allowing for participants to provide 

program updates and learn about opportunities for 

collaboration. 



 
Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program 

APIPP PRISM (Tammara Van Ryn) 

• The Hunt is on for Beech Leaf Disease: APIPP 

launched a new Adirondack Forest Pest Hunters 

program to search for beech leaf disease on 

September 15. Volunteers are encouraged to sign 

up for a trail to survey on an interactive map on 

APIPP’s website. Volunteers have until October 31 

to enter as many survey findings as possible into 

iMapInvasives. In the first two weeks, 47 trails were 

adopted and over 50 observations were entered 

into iMap. 
 

• New Terrestrial Invasive Species found at DEC 

Campground on Lake George: APIPP’s seasonal 

“Campground Steward” surveyed all 38 land-based, 

DEC-administered campgrounds in the Adirondacks 

for invasive species. Over 1,600 sites were 

inspected and 200 sites were managed. In the 

decade since this program began, garlic mustard 

has been eradicated from six campgrounds. With 

expanded seasonal staff capacity in 2022 and boat 

transportation from DEC, APIPP staff surveyed some 

of the water-access only campgrounds. 

Unfortunately, this led to finding a well-established 

infestation of Japanese stiltgrass at Long Island 

Campground in Lake George. This is only the third 

known infestation of this invasive grass in the 

Adirondacks. A patch of wineberry was also found 

on the island; this is the first occurrence of this 

plant in the Adirondacks. In addition, APIPP found 

trees infested with hemlock woolly adelgid on the 

island.  
 

• Lake Protector Season Draws to a Close: APIPP’s 

community-science Lake Protector program 

wrapped up its season at end of September. The 

volunteers, and the professional early-detection 

team contracted by APIPP, monitored more than 

100 lakes. Several new infestations of invasive 

species were found 

Capital Region PRISM  

CR-PRISM (Kristopher Williams) 

• Work with the five year strategic plan revision and 
update continues. A stakeholder report was 
completed based on interviews and surveys from the 
partnership. The report highlights key findings about 
program successes, challenges, and opportunities. 
Strong Outcomes the consultant leading the charge 
with PRISM staff collaborated on this effort. 

 

✓ 20 Interviews and 61 Surveys Completed.  
 

The staff also compiled five years of metrics and 
shared with the consultant to draft a strategic 
accomplishments report. The metrics were used to 
identify what worked well and identified gaps to be 
addressed. Finding from the two reports were used 
to formulate a vision and draft goals for the next 
strategic plan at a retreat on September 22nd.  

 

• Watercraft Inspection Steward Program delivers on 
prevention, outreach, early detection and behavioral 
change strategies for aquatic invasive species 
mitigation.  The 2022 CR-PRISM WISP Program at 10 
Locations w/ 9 stewards  

✓ Educated 19,122 individuals  
✓ Inspecting 13,210 watercrafts.  
✓ 71% of individuals utilized clean, drain, dry 

practices before arriving 
✓ Stewards intercepted 505 AIS from 

watercrafts during inspections. 
 

• The CR-PRISM also collaborated with the New York 
State Hemlock Initiative and many private preserve 
partners in identifying six different locations which 
were assessed for the possibility of biocontrol 
predator release and future treatments of hemlocks 
stands in 2023. In addition, the CR-PRISM also 
collaborated with New York State OPRHP and the 
Student Conservation Association in a Patriates Day 
Service Project.  34 SCA members, 13 field leaders 
from three different organizations managed to 
survey over 650 acres in some of the least accessible 
parts of Moreau Lake State Park. 
 

• Forest health issues continue to be a major priority of 
concern for the CR-PRISM for all species such as 
Beech Leaf Disease, HWA, Southern Pine Beatle etc.      
 

• CR-Partners Partners Meeting: Dec 13th  from 1 - 3:30 
at the Crossings of Colonie. 



 

 

Finger Lakes PRISM FL-PRISM 

 (Sam Beck-Anderson) 
 

2022 Summer Overview 

• Community Science 

-75 AIS and TIS Program Volunteer 
-326 rake tosses on 17 waterbodies 
-437 terrestrial observations in iMap Invasives 
 

• Watercraft Inspection Stewards 
-Inspected 33,833 watercraft 
-Interacted with 71,287 boaters 
-Decontaminated 173 watercraft 
-25 stewards at 25 sites, 14 waterbodies 
 

• Hydrilla Management on Cayuga Lake 
-5 acres treated using fluridone 
-Supported USACE monitoring in Ithaca and Aurora 
- Monitored treatment sites at King Ferry and Lansing 
 

• Aquatic Surveys and Control 
- 11,085 rake tosses near boat launches & marinas 
- 10 waterbodies sampled throughout Finger Lakes 
- 3 SCUBA surveys to help delineate populations on 

Cayuga Lake 
- Water Chestnut Control 13,355 lbs removed from 14 

Sites / 179 Volunteers engaged 
 

• Spotted Lanternfly 
- Over 2,000 SLF education items distributed 
- 250 early detection traps placed throughout region 

 

• Offsite Projects: Worked with NYS OPRHP to utilize 
USFS funds focused on survey and control of invasive 
plants on park properties; worked with Tioga and 
Broome County to utilize USC funds focused on survey 
and control of invasive plants at Broom County park 
properties; funded two giant hogweed technicians to 
work alongside DEC staff from the Avon and Syracuse 
offices to monitor and control giant hogweed 
regionally. 
 

• Future Areas of Concern: Sticky sage population in 
Hamilton, NY; regional underreporting of BLD; 
continued northward spread of Hydrilla populations in 
Cayuga Lake; Central NY regional water chestnut 
infestations affecting waterway use and private 
landowners. 
 

 

 

CRISP PRISM Catskill Regional Invasive 

Species Partnership (John Thompson) 
 
• Beech Leaf Disease has been detected in CRISP 

for the first time. It was found in two places in 

Sullivan County this summer. Staff is working with 

CUNY researchers to establish plots in beech 

stands. Because beech is one of the dominant 

trees in the Catskill’s northern hardwood forest, 

BLD is a priority forest health concern in the 

region.  
 

• Hardy kiwi (Actinidia arguta) was confirmed in 
CRISP for the first time.  The infestation was 
treated by CRISP staff.  

 

• Spotted lanternfly was confirmed in Sullivan 
County for the first time through an iMapinvasives 
report. 
 

• Terrestrial Strike Team surveyed 970 acres and 
managed 21 acres of invasive species infestations. 
Eight new populations of Tier 2 terrestrial species 
were found: 
-Mile-a minute – 3 new infestations 

-Japanese tree lilac – 2 new infestations 

-Japanese hops – 1 new infestation 

-Beautybush – 1 new infestation  

• The AIS Strike Team surveyed 3095 acres, 
including 32 lakes and ponds and 33.7 miles of 
rivers and streams. The AIS Team has managed 
385.8 acres of invasive species infestations. ___ 
new populations of Tier 2 aquatic species were 
found 
-European frogbit – 3 new infestations 

-Carolina fanwort – 1 new infestation 

-Quagga mussel – 1 new infestation 
 

• Hydrilla was intercepted by CRISP Watershed 
Stewards twice during the season and follow-up 
monitoring will be performed.  

•  

• The AIS Strike Team has recorded or confirmed 
water chestnut at 9 new locations and treated 
water chestnut at 13 total locations.  

•  

 



 

Long Island Invasive Species  

Management Area LIISMA (Bill Jacobs) 
 

• New PRISM Contract: LIISMA recently kicked off 

a new PRISM contract with NYSDEC and our host 

organization, the Long Island Native Plant 

Initiative (LINPI). We are excited and thankful to 

be able to continue working to reduce the threat 

of invasive species and to restore the region’s 

beautiful and valuable ecosystems. 
 

• LIISMA is hiring, and has announced two job 

openings, one for an Early Detection and Rapid 

Response (EDRR) Manager and another for an 

Education and Outreach (EO) Manager. Both will 

work alongside our current Conservation Area 

Manager and PRISM Director, bringing our full-

time staff to four persons. Information can be 

found on Indeed and the Conservation Job Board. 
 

• EDRR: LIISMA has been busy working with a 

variety of partners, including NYSDEC, NYSAGM, 

NYSOPRHP, and NYC Parks to identify, monitor, 

and manage early detection and rapid response 

species, located from Staten Island to Montauk, 

including floating water primrose (Ludwigia 

peploides), kudzu (Pueraria montana), and small 

carpet grass (Arthraxon hispidus). 
 

• High-priority conservation areas, such as coastal 

plain ponds and the Carmans River, are being 

protected through careful prioritization, strategic 

planning, surveying, monitoring, and targeted 

management. For example, working with the 

Long Island-Metro Aquatic Invasive Species Task 

Force (LIMAIS), LIISMA has prioritized more than 

600 waterbodies, allowing us to focus limited 

resources effectively on the most important sites. 

 

Lower Hudson  

LH-PRISM (Brent Boscarino) 
 

• Sticky sage Management: Lower Hudson PRISM’s 

Terrestrial Invasives Strike Force (ISF) has been 

managing a population of sticky sage along the 

Appalachian Trail near Dover, NY since 2016. This is 

one of only a handful of known sticky sage 

populations in the United States. The initial 

infestation covered 80 acres. Last year, the ISF 

treated 44,000 plants but in 2022 the ISF only had to 

treat 20,000 plants yet searched a much wider area 

(300 acres). After 7 years, we have finally encircled 

the population and are nearing local eradication. The 

Trail Conference’s Conservation Dogs Program has 

been instrumental in establishing the true borders of 

the infestation. It is truly a great success story of a 

multi-year project that involved multiple stakeholders 

including private landowners, state agencies, 

Appalachian Trail Conservancy and a network of 

dedicated volunteers. The LH PRISM created a short 

form documentary to celebrate this successful 

project.  
 

• Upcoming LH PRISM partner meeting: October 19, 

Pace University, 10:30-2:30. RSVP to 

invasives@nynjtc.org 
 

• Beech Leaf Disease (BLD): BLD continues to be a big 

forest health concern in the LH PRISM. LH PRISM 

collaborated with NYS DEC to establish close to 20 

long term monitoring plots in our region to help 

establish baseline mortality rates, rate of symptom 

progression and co-occurring factors. Multiple PRISM 

partners are also establishing experimental plots 

aimed at restoration and revegetation following 

canopy loss, including the impact of deer exclosures 

on resiliency.   
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Photos from The Field 

Above: SLELO PRISM Director Rob 

Williams Assisting USDA in tying an 

oobinator (Oobius agrili pupae) to an 

ash tree to release an EAB biocontrol.  

 

Above: WNY PRISM Lake Stewards; Harwood 

Lake Frog-Bit Pull. Below SLF Trap Tim Russert  

Thank you 

Invasive Species Advisory Committee 
Invasive Species Council 

 

New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 

 

New York State Department of 

Agriculture and Markets 
 

For supporting your statewide 
PRISM Network 

Brian Green AIS Coordinator for 

APIPP/Lake Protector Program 
Hannah Coppola AIS ED Survey CR-PRISM 

Above: LIISMA staff spading a small 

infestation of Phragmites australis to 

protect rare species and communities at 

a coastal plain pond. 

CRISP E/O Mountain Top Arboretum 


