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Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program 
APIPP PRISM (Tammara Van Ryn) 

• Pilot “ADK Hunt for HWA” a Success! 

APIPP piloted a new citizen-science effort this spring to 

train volunteers how to search for hemlock woolly adelgid 

(HWA) and to track volunteer efforts. Over 400 people 

attended or watched the recorded training webinar. To 

engage volunteers, APIPP piloted a public “sign up” map 

where volunteers could select a trailhead and commit to 

surveying it. The pilot program was a resounding success! 

A total of 26 individuals adopted 102 trails in the Lake 

George Region and uploaded over 150 “non-detect” 

observations for HWA into iMap. 
 

• Remote Sensing Pilot Identifies New HWA Infestation 

APIPP is a partner in the Lake George Save Our Hemlocks 

Initiative. As part the Initiative, APIPP is leading the effort 

to pilot remote sensing technology to target areas where 

hemlock trees are in decline in order to better direct on-

the-ground survey crews. The new tool is proving its 

effectiveness. To “train” the computer modeling program, 

a team from Adirondack Research surveyed over 345 sites. 

One new infestation of HWA was confirmed in the Town of 

Hoosick. With this discovery, APIPP quickly added sites 

near Hoosick to its “ADK Hunt for HWA” map (see story 

above). Fortunately, volunteers surveying trails in this 

region did not find additional infestations. 
 

• Education Series A Success 

APIPP hosted five webinars during its winter/spring 

education series, ranging from training landowners about 

how to manage for emerald ash borer to engaging anglers 

in the fight against invasive species. The recorded 

presentations have been watched by hundreds of viewers 

from the Adirondacks and beyond, demonstrating the 

public’s desire for information about invasive species.   

 

 

Capital Region PRISM  
CR-PRISM (Kristopher Williams) 

• Field Season  

The PRISM is ramped up for the field season with on 

boarding watercraft stewards, seasonal I.S. Intern 

technicians, and ISAW events. Partner collaborations 

through the Request For Proposals is currently being 

deployed and our season is a full go ahead. Lauren 

Mercier our education and outreach coordinator will be 

moving on and joining the Office of Parks and Recreation 

Water Quality Unit. We wish Lauren well and will miss her. 
 

• Partners Meeting April 

On April 13th The CR-PRISM held  a partner’s meeting 

emphasizing restoration efforts along  riparian zones 

including the management of invasive species.  Nate 

Nardi-Cyrus Conservation and Land Use Specialist from 

the Hudson River Estuary Program presented Creating and 

Maintaining Hudson River Views A Handbook For 

Landowners, a second tool crafted by the  Saratoga 

County Storm Water program was also introduced.  “A 

Guide to Creating Vegetated Buffers for Lakefront 

Properties” Products can be found on the CR PRIS 

Resource page. 48 Participants were in attendance 
 

• Cornell Master Gardner and Forest Owners Classes  

A series of early spring CCE Master Gardiner classes 

have been completed across four counties reaching 137 

participants. Programing has recently shifted to Cornell’s 

Master Forest Owners Volunteer Program. Currently there 

is a 7-week program with zoom class on Tuesday nights. 

Volunteers learn the basics of sustainable forestry 

practices, identify forest health issues, restoration and 

invasive species management. The class has 65 

participants across the state. 
 

• Earth Day 

The PRISM finished up the month of April with several 

event with Saratoga PLAN with two naturalist walks, 

including HWA survey training with Imap reporting. On 

April 22nd the PLAN and PRISM held an earth day event 

removing invasive species and restoring a natural meadow 

in with a newly open preserve and trail system. There 

were 36 participants total at all three events.     

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Finger Lakes  
FL-PRISM (Hilary Mosher) 

• Celebrated NYISAW with 22 events around the region 

ranging from aquatic plant sampling on Owasco and Keuka 

Lakes to webinars to control projects.  

• Results are in! The Finger Lakes PRISM 2020-2021 Annual 

Report has been published and we had an amazing year! 

9,170 acres surveyed for IS, 103 waterbodies surveyed, 

nearly 500 acres of control, ~115 acres restored, and 45,963 

boat inspections captured 5,277 invasive hitchhikers. Thank 

you to all our colleagues and stakeholders that helped make 

this year spectacular!  

• watermilfoil are the most encountered invasive species 

• Our trail survey and macrophyte surveys are underway! This 

year we have over 125 people for each of the programs- up 

from ~30 last year. Recruitment and retention are key and 

we can’t wait to see their results.  

• Big things are coming to the Finger Lakes- our subaward list 

is in. We are funding early detection work; control projects; 

and two exciting projects that will create a ‘Most Wanted’ 

spotted lanternfly poster, door hang tags, and bottle tags 

with information about SLF; SLF educational kits for 

students that includes a 3D wooden model, a comic-book 

inspired educational materials, and a uniquely-designed kit; 

as well as a redesigned macrophyte survey tool and 

volunteer kit. We are excited to use these with our 

volunteers and stakeholders! 

 

Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership 

CRISP PRISM (John Thompson) 

• CRISP staff, the CRISP Early Detection Working Group and 

the CRISP Aquatic Invasives Working Group finalized the 

2021 CRISP Invasive Tier List. The major changes since the 

last review were the addition of spotted lanternfly and 

northern snakehead as CRISP Tier 2 species. Terrestrial 

Rapid Response Species that will be targeted in 2021 

include: giant hogweed, mile-a-minute, Japanese hop, 

Japanese virgin’s-bower, black jetbead, Japanese angelica 

tree, and Japanese tree lilac. One aquatic plant, European 

frogbit, is under management. 

• The Catskill Strike Team began its third season of invasive 

species surveys and removals at 17 sites, including DEC 

Catskill Campgrounds. Target species include: giant 

hogweed, mile-a-minute, oriental bittersweet, Japanese 

knotweed and Japanese barberry. The Strike Team will 

also maintain two restoration areas. 

• CRISP is working with three Catskill Science Collaborative 

Fellows on research projects: Hanny Mendoza, 

Binghamton University, “Modeling the Susceptibility of 

Catskill Waterbodies to Invasive Plants and Animals;” 

Marissa Kordal, SUNY Cortland, “Understanding the single 

and combined effects of co-occurring stressors: white-

tailed deer, invasive earthworms and invasive plants;” 

and Kelsey Parker, CUNY, “Mapping and monitoring the 

distribution of hemlock woolly adelgid and related 

hemlock decline in the Catskills Mountain Region of New 

York using freely-available multispectral satellite remote 

sensing.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Notes Spot the Spotted Lanternfly Report 

• Two 1.5-hr. training workshop webinars were offered 

on March 13 and 17, 2021 to train interested 

volunteers in SLF ecology, ID and reporting. These 

webinars were created by LH-PRISM staff and were 

designed to supplement the ongoing digital training 

efforts by the iMap and statewide SLF collaboration 

team. 130 volunteers attended these training 

workshops in our region for a total of 194.5 volunteer 

hours dedicated towards digital training. An 

Additional 162 views recorded on YouTube.   
 

• -110 volunteers took on a total of 197 survey 

assignments in various parks and natural areas in 

northern New Jersey and in the Lower Hudson PRISM 

region of New York State. These volunteers dedicated 

559 hours to surveying.  Surveying began in mid-

March and ended by May 1.  
 

• -No egg masses were found at any of the 123 

volunteer survey sites in New York State nor (to my 

knowledge) were any new egg masses found outside 

of the known infestation areas by New York State 

Department of Agriculture and Markets (DAM) this 

spring. Volunteer assignments, which were 

strategically planned and sent out by LH-PRISM staff, 

primarily focused on surveying parking lots of parks 

and natural areas near to the volunteer’s home with 

efforts made (but not limited to) available iMap grid 

squares.   
 

• -In the last few weeks of April, a small group of 

volunteer surveyors were organized to help with the 

removal of egg masses from a known SLF infestation 

site in Orangeburg, N.Y. Altogether, these volunteers, 

with help from LH PRISM and NYS DAM staff, helped 

to remove close to 600 egg masses from this infested 

site.   

 

 

 

 

Lower Hudson  

LH-PRISM (Linda Rohleder) 

• New confirmed locations for beech leaf disease (BLD), 

European water-clover, banded mystery snail, Russian 

olive, and spotted lanternfly in the Lower Hudson. 

• LHPRISM aquatic IS program began PRISM-wide lake 

monitoring effort: surveyed 12 priority sites (781 acres) for 

AIS, particularly gaining greater understanding of 

distribution of banded and Chinese mystery snails, which 

have been present at almost every site thus far. 

• Started WISP Memorial Day weekend at three boat 

launches; 95 boats inspected, 197 boaters and anglers 

engaged, 2 interceptions of water chestnut. 

• Released instructional video on conducting water 

chestnut removals, linked to iMapInvasives video on 

reporting treatment 

• LHPRISM terrestrial IS program has drafted 9 

management plans for low abundance Tier 2 species with 

the goal to have detailed multi-year management plans 

for each Tier 2 terrestrial plant species. 

• Managed Tier 2 infestations of incised fumewort, 

Elsholtzia, Chinese bushclover, paper mulberry, sycamore 

maple, cut-leaf blackberry, and giant hogweed. Conducted 

invasive species management projects to protect New 

England cottontail habitat and a prickly pear population. 

• So far our terrestrial crew and volunteers have surveyed 

24.8 acres, treated 8.6 acres, and managed 7,028 plants. 

• LHPRISM volunteer survey program has recruited over 

110 volunteer surveyors and is beginning our season. Our 

monthly EcoQuest for June focuses on BLD. 

• LHPRISM is supporting 9 contracted projects including 

community outreach in the Bronx, several internships 

involving underrepresented students, installation of 

bootbrush stations, PRISM-wide grass-carp usage survey, 

on-going monitoring and managing ash (MaMA) project 

work, spotted lanternfly education and outreach and a 

pilot education project with a municipal parks dept. 

BLD in the press features LHPRISM staff & partners: 

https://highlandscurrent.org/2021/06/04/beech-leaf-

disease-detected-in-highlands/ 

https://highlandscurrent.org/2021/06/04/beech-leaf-disease-detected-in-highlands/
https://highlandscurrent.org/2021/06/04/beech-leaf-disease-detected-in-highlands/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario 
SLELO PRISM (Rob Williams) 

• Eastern Lake Ontario Dunes Management Plan 
The Eastern Lake Ontario Dunes are a 17-mile (5,800 
acres) barrier beach ecosystem that supports rare and 
significant natural communities. This summer the SLELO 
PRISM will be collaborating with the Eastern Lake 
Ontario Dunes Foundation along with multiple partners 
and stakeholders to develop a comprehensive Invasive 
Species Management and Ecological Restoration Plan for 
the ELO Dune system. This plan will identify areas that 
will benefit from invasive species suppression and 
ecological restoration and resiliency measures. 
 

• Hemlock Woolly Adelgid found in SLELO Region This 
past winter, 14 Highly Probable Areas (HPA’s) were 
surveyed and for the first time in the SLELO region, 3 
sites were confirmed to have HWA.  All positive sites are 
within the influence of Lake Ontario located in 
southwest Oswego County.  PRISM representatives are 
now working with the New York Hemlock Initiative, Mark 
Whitmore, and land managers to contain the infestation. 
Outreach to area landowners about HWA is also 
underway. 
 

• Invasive Species Suppression 
This season 71 high priority sites including six species will 
be managed for suppression and/or eradication within 
the SLELO region. Species to be managed include pale 
swallowwort, Japanese knotweed, phragmites, oriental 
bittersweet, yellow iris, and giant hogweed.  To date, 
giant hogweed has been eradicated at 33% of our sites 
and 54% of those sites were manually treated to reduce 
the use of herbicides. 
 

• Ambrosia Beetle 
The SLELO PRISM is currently assisting NYS DEC with 
monitoring for Non-native ambrosia beetles with three 
traps being deployed in the region. These beetles attack 
stressed, dying, or dead trees including freshly cut 
lumber and lumber in decks before it is dried. The St. 
Lawrence Seaway is a high-risk area for the introduction 
of these invasive beetles. Highly probable areas include 
ports of entry, landscaping companies, and shipping 
distribution facilities.   

 

Western New York 
WNY- PRISM: (Andrea Locke) 

• WNY PRISM seasonal staff started coming on board in early 
May with the arrival of our Crew, which consists of 3 
Invasive Species Management Assistants and an Education 
and Outreach Assistant. Towards the end of the month 
additional seasonal staff joined us including 2 Early 
Detection and Monitoring Technicians, a GIS Technician 
(part-time) and 16 of our expected 19 Boat 
Stewards/Environmental Educators  

•  

• The Crew has completed a final year of follow-up 
treatments on a shrub removal project involving some of 
WNY’s highest quality preserves. Treatments include 4.6 
acres at Owen’s Falls, 4 acres at Niagara Escarpment 
Preserve, and 19.5 acres at North Tonawanda Audubon 
Preserve. Efforts at these sites have been very successful as 
we have seen a significant decrease in invasive shrub cover. 
We have also seen native species, including several sedges 
and jack-in-the-pulpit, returning to areas once dominated by 
the invasive shrubs.  
 

• Slender false brome early detection surveys, monitoring 
and removal has begun. Surveys will focus on priority sites 
near known slender false brome infestations and monitoring 
will take place at all known sites. Manual removal efforts 
have taken place at Genesee County Park and Forest, 
Carlton Hill WMA, Trestle Park and Drew’s Nature Preserve. 
Herbicide treatments will begin later in the summer.  
 

• WNY PRISM is working with the Park School to manage a 
red swamp crayfish infestation. The Crew, WNY PRISM 
Director and Terrestrial Program Manager worked with 
students, teachers and parents to install a fence around a 
pond on the school’s property. This pond is used by the 
school as an outdoor laboratory and the students have been 
trapping red swamp crayfish as part of their lessons. The 
collected crayfish are being provided to USFWS for genetic 
testing, to create a DNA profile for the species.  
 

• WNY PRISM completed the Invasive Species Priority Tier 
Rankings through a collaborative effort with iMapInvasives, 
WNY PRISM Working Group members and the WNY PRISM 
Steering Committee. The updated tier rankings are available 
on our website:  wnyprism.org/priority-invasives.  
 

 



 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you 

Invasive Species Advisory Committee 
Invasive Species Council 

 

New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 

 

New York State Department of 

Agriculture and Markets 
 

For supporting your statewide 
PRISM Network 

Tivoli Lake Preserve/City of Albany an environmental justice area with a daylighted and restored 

trail system. The Tivoli Lake Preserve and Farm program deploys an annual grazing program that 

serves as passive educational program while suppressing invasive species.  The novel approach 

promotes better viewing opportunities and a safer environment through the use of grazing sheep. 

CR-PRISM https://friendsoftivoli.org/  

 

 

 

PRISM PROJECT SPOT LIGHT and 

Photos From the Field 

NYS ISAW Events at a Glance  
FL-PRISM 22 
CR-PRISM 16 197 Direct Participants 

 

CR-PRISM Poster Contest 

 

 

WN-PRISM Watercraft Inspection Deployment 

 

WN PRISM Treatments 

Underway 
FL-PRISM Door Hanger 

https://friendsoftivoli.org/



