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Indian Lake (B-P852) is a remote 82-acre water that straddles the border of the West Canada 
Lakes Wilderness and the Moose River Plains Wild Forest in Hamilton County.  The maximum 
depth of Indian Lake is 35 feet, and while the area of deeper water is somewhat limited, there is 
adequate dissolved oxygen almost throughout the entire water column. Indian Lake was a 
historic brook trout water that was first stocked with brook trout in 1942.  A fisheries survey was 
last performed at Indian Lake in 1984 by the Adirondack Lakes Survey Corporation (ALSC).  No 
fish were caught in that survey and the pH was 4.89 with an Acid Neutralizing Capacity (ANC) of 
-6.00 µeqL-1.  Stocking ceased as a result. Indian Lake however, is one of the lakes that has 
been sampled over many years as part of the ALSC Long Term Monitoring Project. In 2012, 
ANC values of more than 10 µeqL-1 were measured repeatedly in Indian Lake and the 
improvement in water quality prompted fisheries staff to start an experimental stocking policy for 
Horn Lake strain brook trout in 2013.  This water was stocked in 2015 and 2016, but not in 2014 
because of a shortage of Horn Lake fish.   
    
The main purpose of the survey was to check the survival of the 3,600 heritage strain brook 
trout fingerlings stocked each year.  
Four 150-foot experimental gill nets, a 
30-foot minnow net, and a minnow trap 
were set overnight in late July.  The 
sampling gear collected brook trout 
from all three stocked year classes.  
The only other species collected was 
central mudminnow, a species that is 
not a serious competitor for brook trout.  
A total of 49 brook trout were collected 
with an average length of 11.5 inches.  
Of the 49 brook trout collected, every 
single fish was fin clipped, indicating no natural reproduction has yet occurred.  While there 
seemed to be no successful reproduction documented in 2017, the fishery here is early in the 
recovery process and natural reproduction may occur in the coming years. Relatively high silica 
and sodium levels indicate the presence of groundwater and likely, suitable spawning habitat.   
 
 
Table 1. Average length at age of brook trout from Indian lake, 2017. 

Age Average length (in) Sample size 

1 8.5 5 
2 13.0 6 
4 14.6 3 

 
 



 
However, in a water without competing species, growth of the brook trout was less than 
anticipated. Average length at age is not overly depressed, at least for 2-year old trout, but the 
4-year old fish should be larger (Table 1). The apparent lack of productivity here likely means 
that the current stocking rate of 44 fingerlings per acre is too high and should be decreased.  
The size of the lake and its remoteness make it unlikely that harvest under statewide brook trout 
regulations will be overly detrimental to the population if stocking is reduced.  The fingerling 
stocking rate will be reduced to 27 per acre, or an annual stocking policy of 2,250 Horn Lake 
strain fingerlings. Because of its simple fish community, the use or possession of baitfish at 
Indian Lake should be prohibited by adding the pond to 6 NYCRR 10.6 (g) (8) pending an 
evaluation of the pond’s outlet. 
 


