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Camden Creek is a medium sized tributary to the Battenkill in the town of Shushan, Washington
County. The stream drains an area of 17.8 square miles, 88.9% of which is forested (U.S.
Geological Survey, 2022). The best access to the stream can be found near its’ mouth and the
bridge on Hickory Hill Road where Public Fishing Rights easements exist on both banks. Camden
Creek supports a robust wild trout population consisting of both brook and brown trout and is likely
an important spawning tributary for the Battenkill system as a whole. Camden Creek is not stocked
with any trout, nor is the Battenkill in its adjacent reach. The stream has been selected as part of
a larger statewide effort to determine any potential impacts that the new catch & release trout
fishing season (October 16 — March 31) may have on wild trout reproduction. This survey seeks
to estimate the trout population in the stream with a particular emphasis on young-of-year trout
production. An angler count was conducted on the stream from mid-October to mid-December of
2021 to determine catch and release angling pressure. Angler count results will be presented in
separate report.
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Table 1.). All trout captured during this survey were of wild origin. Young-of-year trout density and
capture efficiency estimates, combined for both species, are show in Table 2.
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that were inhabiting these areas.
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nursery habitat for young fish. The newly adopted New York State Trout Stream Management
Plan (NYSDEC, 2020) establishes five independent management categories and criteria (angler
access, stream size, trout carrying capacity, angler use) for inclusion of specific stream reaches
into those categories. Camden creek is currently managed under a “Wild” category designation.
Detection of wild trout population densities of greater than 40lbs per acre or greater than or equal
to 300 yearling trout per mile would initiate management under the “Wild-Quality” category.

The 2021 survey found combined brook and brown trout densities of 778 yearling trout per mile
(55.4 Ibs/acre) and 474 yearling trout per mile (44.7 Ibs/acre) at sites 1 and 2, respectively.
Furthermore, the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited is actively working on Camden Creek to
restore instream and riparian habitat which may result in even higher wild trout densities. We
recommend that Camden Creek be upgraded to a “Wild-Quality” designation with a trout harvest
regulation of 3 trout per day with no more than 1 over 12 inches. Identification of areas for future
habitat improvement projects or acquisition of public fishing rights easements should be a priority
on this stream. Trout population and angler count surveys will be conducted in the same fashion
on Camden Creek annually through 2024 as part of the statewide catch & release season impact
study. Beyond 2024, trout populations surveys will be conducted on a 10-year recurrence interval,
as outlined in the trout stream management plan.
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