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Slide Brook (C-48-62) is a tributary to the Boquet River that drains into the river upstream of 
Split Rock Falls in the Essex County town of Elizabethtown. It is in the Champlain watershed 
and is approximately 12 to 22 feet wide at the sites where we sampled. It is predominantly 
located in the Giant Mountain Wilderness Area and originates high up on the shoulder of Rocky 
Peak Ridge. This was a general survey to collect baseline data for a water lacking fisheries 
information and is also part of a larger effort to look at the distribution of wild brook trout in the 
Boquet system. Slide Brook is not stocked; however, the nearby Boquet River is stocked with 
landlocked Atlantic salmon fry as part of the Lake Champlain salmon restoration. 
 
We sampled two sites on the stream using backpack electrofishing units in August 2019. The 
first site was very close to the mouth, where fish from the Boquet River might have direct 
access. The second site was a little further upstream, past a few small jumps, and was chosen 
to see if a difference in species composition could be detected. Both sites were characterized by 
boulder and cobble substrates and numerous step pools. There was good overhead tree canopy 
coverage and midday water temperatures of 55 °F, which is outstanding for August. Brook trout, 
brown trout and landlocked Atlantic salmon were caught (Figure 1.), no other fish species were 
captured or observed. All of the brook and brown trout were wild and the upstream site had a 
higher percentage of brookies, which is the usual pattern. As is normally the case on small 
Adirondack mountain streams, the fish tend to run on the small side. 
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Figure 1. 2019 salmonid length frequency distribution between sites
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Slide Brook looks to have a superb combination of salmonid habitat, water quality and proven 
natural reproduction of brook trout. No stocking or other management change is needed on the 
brook at this time. It is governed by Statewide Angling Regulations and that will continue. We 
will periodically resurvey the brook to monitor species composition and water temperatures, 
though Slide Brook seems likely to be among the more resistant of our streams to warming. 
 


