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Deer Pond (C-P181) is a somewhat remote 110-acre water in the Saranac Lakes Wild Forest in 
Franklin County. It is the southernmost of the two Deer Ponds found near the Fish Creek Ponds.  
It has a maximum depth of 64 feet, and an average depth of 34.1 feet. Acidity has not been an 
issue in this water and there is abundant dissolved oxygen for trout throughout the water 
column. Water samples were drawn in May of 2019 for analysis at depths of five and 40 feet 
(Table 1.). 
 

Table 1.  Deer Pond water chemistry variables 2019.  

Year 
Depth 

Air 
Equilibrated 

pH 

Acid 
Neutralizing 

Capacity Conductivity  Silica Sodium 
(feet) (pH units) (µeq/L) (μmhos/cm) mg/L mg/L 

2019 5 7.25 102.4 19.7 1.6 0.72 
  40 7.24 105.4 20.3 1.5 0.73 

 
Deer Pond has been stocked with lake trout since 1929 and also with brown trout yearlings 
since 1996. The number of brown trout stocked was reduced from 1,400 to 525 yearlings 
annually in 2013 when stocking rates were recalculated. Lake trout stocking numbers have 
since remained unchanged at 300 yearling lake trout per year. The 2019 fish survey was 
undertaken in response to multiple angler comments reporting poor angling for brown trout.   
 
In May 2019 four 150-ft Swedish experimental gill nets, a 300-ft juvenile lake trout gill net, a 30- 
ft minnow net and a minnow trap were set. Water temperatures ranged from 41 to 49 °F through 
the water column in this mid-May survey. Despite the fact they were targeted, no brown trout 
were collected during the survey (Table 2.). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While only a single smallmouth bass was collected, they were likely underrepresented in this 
survey due to the water temperature and survey methods. Multiple anglers have reported an 
increasing smallmouth bass population. Brown bullhead, yellow perch and pumpkinseed were 
also collected. The 2019 survey was also quite successful in collecting lake trout, with 51 
individuals taken. A total of 24 of the lake trout collected were over the statewide possession 

Table 2. Number and length ranges of fish collected at Deer Pond, May 2019. 

Species Number collected Minimum length 
(in) 

Maximum length 
(in) 

Lake trout 51 18.7 25.1 
Smallmouth bass 1   14.1 

Pumpkinseed 18 1.3 5.7 
Brown bullhead 16 8.3 12.7 

Yellow perch 5 3.3 12.2 



 
 

limit of 21 inches, but no smaller lake trout were collected. A subset of lake trout were aged 
using scale analysis, but it should be noted that scale analysis for this species can be difficult.  
According to the scale analysis lake trout aged 5 through 11 were present and the average size 
at age showed reasonably good growth, particularly for the fish aged 5-8. The lake trout catch 
here was good, particularly for a medium sized Adirondack water.  Perhaps this is unsurprising 
given the dissolved 
oxygen and 
temperature profile, 
as well as the other 
chemical parameters 
that all appear to be 
excellent for lake 
trout. It is somewhat 
concerning that 
smaller lake trout 
were not collected, 
and this pond should 
be resurveyed in five 
to seven years to 
evaluate the ongoing survival of lake trout. While the brown trout policy was reduced in 2013, a 
significant number of brown trout yearlings continued to be stocked. However, this stocking is 
currently not producing a brown trout population. Anglers have reported that prior to the poor 
brown trout angling, only large brown trout were being caught. It is quite possible that the 
survival of brown trout yearlings has been minimal for at least several years. The brown trout 
stocking policy will be discontinued while the stocking of 300 spring yearling lake trout will 
continue. 
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