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Hoisington Brook (C-73) is a Lake Champlain tributary located in the Village of Westport in 
Essex County. The brook was recommended for addition to the Lake Champlain sea lamprey 
control program after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s quadrennial surveillance program 
discovered the presence of larval sea lamprey, or ammocoetes, in 2017. The length of stream 
below the first natural barrier, and the area accessible to sea lamprey, is only about 650 feet.  
However, spawning adult sea lamprey were trapped in imposing concentrations in the spring of 
2018 and it was decided that a lampricide treatment was warranted. As part of the permitting 
process, this survey was conducted to check for fish species in Hoisington Brook that are listed 
as endangered or threatened or otherwise of special concern.   
 
We sampled a single site with backpack electrofishing units in early April 2019. The 
electrofished section was approximately 420 feet long and included much of the area from the 
Route 9N/22 bridge (sea lamprey barrier location) to the lake, except for the deeper water near 
the mouth. Though the water temperature was barely above freezing (33.4 °F), making for less 
than ideal working conditions, we captured seven fish species (Table 1.).   
 
Table 1. Numbers caught and size ranges of fish from Hoisington Brook in 2019. 
Species Number caught Length range (inches) 
rainbow trout 2 8.6 – 9.2 
brook trout 2 6.0 – 6.6 
blacknose dace 5 2.6 – 3.0 
longnose dace 1 2.6 
creek chub 2 2.7 – 3.1 
white sucker 1 6.7 
tessellated darter 1 2.8 

 
Since there were no fish species captured that are endangered or threatened, sea lamprey 
control was able to proceed without the need for additional mitigative measures. The brook was 
treated with the lampricide TFM on October 30, 2019 and more than a thousand ammocoetes 
were collected during the treatment day. This is a massive number for such a small area of 
stream and reaffirms that the decision to treat Hoisington Brook was prudent. 
 
 
 


