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Ten-acre Harlem Meer (the Meer) is a popular angling location in the northeast corner of Central Park, 
Manhattan. The majority of the shoreline is accessible to anglers. DEC Fisheries performs boat 
electrofishing surveys of the Meer bi-annually with the last survey completed in 2017. Staff performed a 
boat electrofishing survey of the Meer on October 29, 2019 following the DEC Black Bass and Sunfish 
Sampling Manual for Lakes and Ponds (Brooking et al. 2018).  
 
A total of 904 fish of six different species were captured. One carp was observed. The total number of 
fish captured and catch rates for largemouth bass and bluegill sunfish were over twice as high as those 

from the 2017 survey.  
 
Largemouth bass catch rates were 111 fish/hr., 63 
fish/hr., and 29 fish/hr. for fish greater than eight, 
12, and 15 inches, respectively. These catch rates 
ranked within the top 3% of those from similarly-
sized NYS lakes and are greater than those found 
in the Meer in 2017. Largemouth bass size indicesi 
PSD (56) and RSD15 (26) declined from the 2017 
survey but were still indicative of a balanced fish 
population. The bluegill PSD of 22 also suggests 
that the predator-prey community is balanced. 
 

 
 
Table 1. Number collected and length category catch rates for fish species captured during a boat  
electrofishing survey of the Harlem Meer in 2019. 

 
 
Largemouth bass overall mean relative weight was 92.6. This is higher than for the 2017 survey but 
could be due to seasonal timing: this survey was completed in the fall, well after spawning, whereas the 
2017 survey was completed in early May, closer to spawning when fish may be feeding less and males 
would be expending more energy nest-guarding. 
 
Data from this survey indicate Harlem Meer largemouth bass reproduction and recruitment are good 
meaning this fishery has the potential to offer highly-satisfactory largemouth bass angling experiences for 
years to come.  

 
 
 

Total 
Catch 

Time 
(h) 

  CPUE (fish/h; standard error) 

All sizes 
 

Age-1 ≥Stock ≥Quality ≥Preferred 

Largemouth bass 100 0.7 139 (27) 
 

28 (3) 111 (21) 63 (11) 29 (6) 
Bluegill 790 0.7 1097(184)  76(28) 1016(190) 206 (67)   0 
Black crappie   7 0.7 10 (8)    0 10 (8) 8 (6) 3 (2) 
Green sunfish   1 0.7 1 (1)    0 1 (1) 0   0 
Pumpkinseed   1 0.7 1 (1)    0 1 (1) 1 (1)   0 
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iPSD (Proportional Stock Density) and RSD (Relative Stock Density) are indices that allow for standardized comparisons of size 
classes of fish and provide measures of fish population balance. PSD is the percent of the stock-sized population that are quality 
size, and RSDp is the percent of the stock-sized population that are preferred size. Populations of bass that are well-balanced 
(i.e., have good size distributions) have PSDs of 40-70 and RSDps of 10-25. 
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