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Little Green (C-P192) is a 68-acre water bordering both the Saranac Lakes Wild Forest and the 
St. Regis Canoe Area in Franklin County.  It is part of the Adirondack Fish Hatchery 
administrative area and fishing is prohibited (6 NYCRR 10.3 (b) (17) (f)).  It has a maximum 
depth of 46 ft, an average depth of 18.4 ft, a pH of 7.3, with an ANC of 158 µeqL-1 and a 
conductivity of 29 µScm-1.  Groundwater input seems likely as the silica value is a relatively high 
2.5 mgL-1, and because the pond’s outlet discharge exceeds its tributary inflows.  Little Green 
Pond has a complicated management history and has been reclaimed four times including in 
1963, 1991, 1999, and 2003. Recent management efforts have focused primarily on 
endangered round whitefish and the pond has been used as an egg source in the ongoing 
recovery effort for this species.  In addition, 4 round whitefish spawning reefs were constructed 
in 2012 using shot-rock at the following UTM coordinates: reef 1: 0556099, 4911903; reef 2: 
0556080, 4911779; reef 3: 0556020, 4911590; and reef 4: 0555587, 4911649. 
 
  
While recent surveys have focused on round whitefish, brook trout persist in the pond. The pond 
was last stocked with brook trout in 1996 with Horn Lake fish, and apparently brook trout 
survived both the 1999 and 2003 reclamations.  The incidental presence of brook trout during 
round whitefish surveys was sometimes noted, but little else is known about the self-sustaining 
brook trout population of Little Green Pond. This survey was conducted to obtain genetic 
samples from its brook trout population. If they prove to be Horn Lake strain, it may be possible 
to utilize the pond in the future as a broodstock for this strain if needed.  
 
 
On November 13, 2017 two 
Oneida trap nets were set 
overnight near visible brook trout 
redds.  Although spawning was 
almost over, a total of 17 brook 
trout averaging 12.3 inches was 
collected.  Only three females 
were collected, and two of these 
were spent.  A small section of 
fin was excised from all collected 
brook trout and placed in 
individual vials with alcohol. 
Scale samples were collected on 
a subset of the brook trout and these fish were aged. Their growth rate appears to be excellent 
(Table 1) despite the presence of competing species.   
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Table 1. Average length at age of brook trout collected at Little Green Pond, November 2017.
Age Average length (in) Sample size 

1 10.9 3 
2 13.6 1 
4 18.9 1 

 
 
Several other fish species were collected including rainbow smelt, golden shiner, and 
pumpkinseed (Table 2).  Trap nets do not efficiently sample rainbow smelt or shiners, so their 
relative abundance is likely not adequately reflected in this survey.  Other species documented 
previously but not captured in this survey include round whitefish, white sucker, and bluegill. 
 

 
The genetic samples were placed in long-term storage in a refrigerator freezer in Ray Brook. 
Future genetic testing can be conducted on these samples should it become desirable to 
investigate this water as a potential source of Horn Lake strain brook trout eggs.  

Table 2. Total number and length ranges of each fish species collected at Little Green Pond, 
November 2017. 
Species Number collected Minimum length (in) Maximum length (in) 
Brook trout 17 8.5 21.1 
Golden shiner 3 4.5 5.5 
Pumpkinseed 2 2.7 3.7 
Rainbow smelt 1 6.7 6.7 


