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Background: 
On March 29, 2021, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
announced the allocation of $255 million in fisheries assistance funding provided by the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA) of 2021. The CAA funding is in addition to relief 
provided by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020, 
that was authorized by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce to provide $300 million in 
economic assistance to states, Tribes and territories for coastal and marine fishery 
participants that were negatively impacted due to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. New York received $6,750,276 of CARES Act funding and was notified of 
eligibility to receive an additional allocation of $5,696,511 of federal CAA funds, subject 
to receipt and approval of the state’s spending plan by NOAA Fisheries. New York’s 
CARES Act allocation was later adjusted to $6,696,362 to account for administrative 
fees for NOAA Fisheries (~0.7%) and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission’s administrative fees (0.1%). Likewise, New York’s CAA allocation was 
adjusted to $5,619,821. Again, these fees will be used to reimburse expenses for the 
allocation and distribution of the funding. 

New York’s allocation was determined by NOAA Fisheries based on the total average 
annual revenues from the State’s fishery-related businesses and does not reflect the 
current economic losses due to COVID-19. Previously, New York’s CARES Act funding 
allocation was broken into the following three sectors by NOAA Fisheries based on their 
percentage contribution to the State’s total annual revenues: Commercial Fishing and 
Aquaculture (31.4%); Seafood Dealers and Processors (57.1%); and For-Hire Fishing 
(11.6%). Once again, the State of New York has opted not to use these sector 
allocations for CAA funding distribution because of the large difference between relief 
funding and the actual COVID-19 impact and, instead, chooses to treat fishery 
participants of the various sectors in a more consistent fashion. New York’s federal 
relief funds will be administered through the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) who will provide a sub-award to the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC or DEC) once NOAA Fisheries approves the 
state’s spending plan. The methodology in the following Detailed Spend Plan is from the 
CARES Act New York Fisheries Relief Program Spend Plan, previously reviewed and 
approved by NOAA, with minor adjustments to accommodate the slightly different 
criteria required by the CAA. 

The CAA funding supports activities previously authorized under Section 12005 of 
the CARES Act. Under Section 12005 of the CARES Act, eligible fishery 
participants include Tribes, persons, fishing communities, aquaculture businesses 
not otherwise eligible for assistance under part 1416 of title 7 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations for losses related to COVID-19, processors, or other fishery-
related businesses, who have incurred, as a direct or indirect result of the 
coronavirus pandemic, economic revenue losses greater than 35 percent as 
compared to the prior 5-year average revenue (2015-2019) or any negative 
impacts to subsistence, cultural, or ceremonial fisheries. 



 

 

 

 

New York’s eligible fishery-related businesses include NYSDEC permitted resident 
commercial fishing businesses, charter/for-hire fishing businesses, qualified 
marine aquaculture operations, seafood wholesalers (dealers) and processors. 
Qualified aquaculture operations include privately owned aquaculture businesses 
growing products in state or federal marine waters of the United States and the 
hatcheries that supply them. This includes all molluscan shellfish and marine 
algae. Non-salmonid marine finfish grown in marine waters not covered by USDA 
are also included. New York resident fishery-related businesses that do not hold 
NYSDEC permits but do hold permits in other states, are included, provided they 
meet the eligibility criteria and associated history (reported activity and revenue). 
Non-resident fishery-related businesses who participate in these fisheries and 
contribute to New York State’s seafood economy should be eligible for federal 
relief in their home state of residence. However, NYSDEC will consider non-
resident fishery-related businesses that hold permits in New York and has 
associated history (reported activity and revenue), but do not qualify for relief in 
their home state because their home state did not receive a CARES Act allocation. 
In addition, federally permitted vessels with documented NY landings in the prior 5 
years that are not eligible for CARES Act 12005 relief elsewhere will also be 
considered by DEC. This program does not include funding for vessel repair 
businesses, restaurants, or seafood retailers. 

NOAA Fisheries left the inclusion of bait and tackle operations in this federal relief 
program to the states’ discretion to identify eligible fishery participants. New York has 
decided to exclude bait and tackle operations from the CAA funding based on available 
information on the fishery-related businesses that were most negatively impacted by 
COVID-19. The State’s Executive Order (202.8) enacted on March 20, 2020 
implemented NY on PAUSE which closed non-essential businesses and required strict 
restriction of all non-essential services. The subsequent phased reopening of non-
essential businesses based on downward trends (“flattening the curve”) and decreasing 
number of infected coronavirus cases in regions of the state benefitted bait and tackle 
operations. The state received reports of significant increases in bait and tackle 
business sales and recreational fishing as individuals were seeking safe outdoor and 
social distancing activities. See article on increases in bait and tackle sales in Appendix 
I. In addition, inquiries were made to bait and tackle industry representatives to confirm 
that COVID-19 has had a positive impact on their sales.  

New York’s commercial fishing, seafood wholesalers (dealers) and processors, marine 
aquaculture industry and recreational for-hire fishing operations represent a significant 
contribution to the State’s economy and maritime industry, accounting for over $175 
million in direct sales per year (as of 2016) without taking into account other trip related 
expenses or seafood imports. New York’s fishery participants and fishery-related 
businesses suffered tremendous economic hardship due to the impacts of COVID-19 as 
the State led the nation in the highest number of positive coronavirus cases. This led to 



 

 

  
 

 

 

the enactment of Executive Orders that closed non-essential businesses and required 
“NY PAUSE” restriction orders for all non-essential services in March 2020. Although 
food services, commercial fishing, shellfishing, seafood wholesalers (dealers) and 
processors and aquaculture industries were considered essential businesses, the 
closure of restaurants, seafood markets, and related non-essential businesses severely 
impacted the supply chain and distribution of seafood products. The price of fish was 
also negatively impacted with sharp declines in wholesale fish prices for the already-
reduced seafood markets. Fish dealers and processing businesses laid off employees 
due to the lack of demand for fresh seafood products in grocery stores, retail markets 
and other seafood distribution centers. During this initial period, for-hire fishing 
operations were considered non-essential businesses and were prohibited from 
operating. The majority of seafood wholesalers (dealers) and processors, which are 
largely based in the five boroughs of New York City and in Nassau and Suffolk Counties 
on Long Island, temporarily closed their businesses or operated at a significantly 
reduced scale due to the closure of restaurants and reduced demand at wholesale and 
retail markets.  

Spend Plan Goal: 

The goal of the federal CAA NY Marine Fisheries Relief Program Spend Plan submitted 
by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is to 
provide economic relief to the State’s eligible marine fishery-related businesses that 
were negatively affected by the COVID-19 pandemic but in no way represents the 
extent of the losses sustained by these fishery participants.  All awards will be made to 
qualified applicants through direct payments from the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC). The affected fishery-related businesses eligible for this federal 
relief are resident commercial fishermen, marine aquaculture operations, seafood 
wholesalers (dealers) and processors, and marine for-hire fishing operations. 

The State’s allocation was determined by NOAA Fisheries. Once again, sector 
percentages provided by NOAA will not be used to distribute the State’s $5.6 million 
among the three fishery-related fishing sectors. Also, specific allocations for New York’s 
Great Lake fisheries are being administered separately from the marine fisheries 
allocation, with the cooperation of the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission. 

Outreach and Stakeholder Involvement: 

NYSDEC developed a CARES Act Marine Fisheries Relief Program webpage to provide 
New York State marine fishery stakeholders with general information and updates 
relating to the CARES Act and CAA federal economic assistance funding for states, 
Tribes, and territories. The DEC webpage provides background details on the federal 
CARES Act, the CAA, references links to additional information maintained by NOAA 



 

 
 

 

 

Fisheries and ASMFC and will be updated with the latest information as it becomes 
available. 

The State’s Marine Resources Advisory Council (MRAC), made up of commercial and 
recreational fishing stakeholders, was informed of the additional allocation of funding 
available to New York through the CAA, as well as the need for developing an amended 
Spend Plan to incorporate CAA requirements and updating the timeline for submission 
as outlined by NOAA Fisheries. During the May 18, 2021 MRAC public webinar, 
NYSDEC provided an update on the CARES Act NY Fisheries Relief Program, CAA 
funding and notified Councilors and members of the public of the CAA program rollout 
later this summer. NYSDEC will provide the amended Spend Plan, application 
information, and updates to the program timeline to MRAC Councilors at the summer 
2021 public webinar.  

Prior to drafting the CARES Act NY Fisheries Relief Program Spend Plan, an electronic 
survey was created by NYSDEC using ArcGIS Survey 123 to gain input from fishery 
stakeholders and was available from July 20 through August 5, 2020.  Information 
collected from the survey included potential applicants, contact information, eligible 
sector categories, estimated percentage of annual income from fishery sector business, 
time period for the qualifying greater than 35% revenue losses, estimated magnitude of 
revenue losses, types of documentation they could provide to demonstrate revenue 
loss, and other input on eligibility and distribution of relief funds. The survey was used to 
help inform the qualifying criteria and distribution of funds for the State’s spend plan. 
The survey details were emailed to all Marine Permit Office (MPO) license holders that 
have provided NYSDEC with a valid email address. A total of 1,722 license holders 
were sent the survey details through email notification. Notices about the survey were 
also distributed to GovDelivery subscribers of the Saltwater Fishing & Boating and 
Shellfishing newsletters, 83,747 and 53,031 subscribers respectively. DEC survey 
details were subsequently distributed through Suffolk County’s Department of Economic 
and Development Agriculture & Fishing Newsletter and the MRAC bulletin email list. 
Additionally, details about the survey and the survey link was available on DEC’s 
CARES Act webpage, as well as the Saltwater Fishing and Commercial Fishing 
webpages, during the extent of the survey. Survey participants that provided an email 
address were notified their responses were received and were informed that more 
information will be forthcoming as it’s made available. NYSDEC did not create any 
additional surveys for the CAA, since the first survey provided adequate information to 
support using the same methodology to distribute the additional funding.   

Lastly, NYSDEC assembled an Advisory Committee consisting of stakeholders from 
each of the fishery sectors, some of which are also MRAC Councilors, to provide input 
on the State’s Spend Plan. The goal of the Advisory Committee was to ensure each of 
the eligible fishery sectors were provided the opportunity to review and offer feedback 
on eligibility requirements being considered. NYSDEC met with the Advisory Committee 
via webinar on multiple occasions during the spring of 2021 to update them on the 



 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

CARES Act NY Fisheries Relief Program, CAA funding, and to discuss necessary 
amendments to the Spend Plan for the CAA funding. The Advisory Committee 
supported NYDEC’s plan to use the same methodology used for the CARES Act 
funding for distributing the CAA funding, with some necessary adjustments. 

NYSDEC will continue to provide updates regarding the determination of eligibility and 
final application process on our public webpage, through GovDelivery notices and 
communications directly to our MPO license holders, and at public webinars with 
MRAC. 

Eligibility Criteria and Application Process: 

Eligibility Criteria 
Under federal CARES Act guidelines, only fishery-related businesses that suffered a 
greater than 35% economic revenue loss due to COVID-19 relative to the prior 5-year 
average revenue (2015-2019) for the same period will be eligible for funds. Additionally, 
qualified applicants may not be “made more than whole” based on an evaluation of 
annual revenues that take in account traditional revenue, federal funding from this 
program, and other forms of COVID-19 pandemic-related aid.  

To be eligible for funding, all applicants for all sectors must meet the following 
minimum criteria: 

o Resident of New York 
o Applicant is 18 years or older at time of application (awards cannot be made to 

minors) 
o Hold a valid Resident commercial fishing license (Food Fish, Crab, Whelk, 

Lobster, Shellfish Digger), Food Fish Landing, Lobster Landing, or Marine Bait 
Permit, For-Hire Marine Fishing Permit (Party and Charter Boat License), Marine 
Aquaculture Permit (Private Marine Hatchery or On/Off-Bottom Culture), or 
Seafood Dealer or Processor Permit (Food Fish & Crustacea Shipper/Dealer 
License or Shellfish Dealer or Processor Permit) issued by NYSDEC for 2020 
(for loss claims in 2020) or for 2021 (for loss claims in 2021) and previous years, 
as required for fishing history and qualifying income. Non NYSDEC-permitted 
residents, non-resident permit holders and federally permitted vessels may be 
considered as described above (see Background). 

o Active participant in one or more of the fishery related sectors in previous years 
with documented fishing history as required under this spend plan. Fishing 
history to be verified by NYSDEC from Marine Permit records and mandatory 
reporting requirements (Vessel Trip Reports, Dealer Purchase Reports, Marine 
Aquaculture Reports, and Shellfish Dealer Production Reports). For applicants 
not required to report harvest to NYSDEC, logbooks or other forms of 
documentation (invoices, tax returns) must be provided, upon request, to verify 
minimum qualifications. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

o Submit a Self-certification form that declares the following: 
▪ Self-certify that the applicant has suffered a greater than 35% revenue 

loss caused by COVID-19 from commercial fishing, for-hire marine fishing 
operations, marine aquaculture, or seafood distribution 
(dealers/processors/wholesalers) over a minimum of 60 consecutive days 
during the period February 1 to December 31, 2020, and/or January 1 to 
April 30, 2021 relative to a previous 5-year period (2015-2019) for the 
same period. 
Note: Five-year averages must be calculated using 2015-2019, unless an 
applicant has not been in operation for the preceding five years or if they 
can reasonably justify excluding a year through documentation of 
difficulties due to aquaculture crop failures, production cycles, medical 
hardship and/or extensive vessel maintenance (see Qualifying Fishing 
History). The applicant must provide an explanation of the revenue 
average used to calculate eligibility and demonstrate qualifying revenue 
loss under this program. Also, if loss claim is greater than the revenue 
average (loss > 100%) a detailed explanation of the reasons for a greater 
than 100% loss must be included. Additional unexpected expenses should 
not be included (equipment repair, personal protective equipment, 
training) since only claims of gross revenue loss will be accepted. 

▪ The applicant will not be made more than whole per calendar year through 
traditional revenue, federal funding from this program, and any other form 
of COVID-19 related aid, when compared to the total average annual 
revenue from the previous five years. 

▪ The applicant does not have any unresolved violations of any federal or 
state laws, including state executive orders. 

▪ Acknowledgement that the information provided is subject to verification or 
audit by either New York State or the US Department of Commerce. 

▪ The applicant has not applied to other Federal programs for assistance to 
address the same impacts resulting from COVID-19. Applicants shall 
disclose any other federal aid funds they have received due to impacts 
and revenue losses from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

▪ The applicant is not De-barred, not on the government “do not pay list”, is 
in good standing with the Federal and State Government and has no 
unresolved NYSDEC violations. 

▪ The applicant attests to having applicable documentation/records to 
support the greater than 35% fishery-related income loss and will maintain 
these records for a period of no less than 3 years after the close of the 
primary grant award. Records must be made available upon request from 
NYSDEC, ASMFC, NOAA Fisheries, or the Office of the Inspector 
General. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ All applicants will be subject to random audits. New York State reserves 
the right to seek documentation that supports the economic loss claimed 
by the fishery participant at any time and for any reason. If the 
documentation supplied does not support the loss or is not provided within 
a reasonable amount of time, the State may seek to enforce compliance 
with the request, or the person may forfeit the award and be subject to 
repayment of the award. 

Qualifying Fishing History: 

To be eligible for federal fishery relief, applicants must meet the following 
fishery license and participation history: 

Commercial Fishing; Seafood Wholesale Dealers/Processors; and For-Hire 
Fishing Sectors: 

o License holders must have held a valid 2020 NYS issued commercial 
(i.e., profit oriented, product or service for sale) fishery related 
license/permit (for loss claims in 2020), or have a valid 2021 NYS issued 
commercial (i.e., profit oriented, product or service for sale) fishery 
related license/permit (for loss claims in 2021), and associated history 
(reported activity and revenue) in at least 3 of the last 5 non-COVID 
years (2015-2019), except as follows: 

o The license holder was first issued their license within the last 3 years 
(2017 or later), in which case they must have associated history in at 
least 2 of the last 3 years; or 

o The license holder was first issued their license within the last 2 years 
(2018 or later), in which case they must have associated history in at 
least one previous year; or 

o The license holder was first issued their license in 2019 they must have 
been in business for a minimum of one year with a valid permit that 
allowed the legal participation in the claimed sector, and have associated 
history in 2019. 

o NYSDEC will verify qualifying history/activity for all fishery related 
applicants with the DEC Marine Resources Permit database and 
mandatory reporting records submitted prior to March 27, 2020 (the date 
on which the CARES Act was signed into Law). If the minimum qualifying 
history cannot be found for reporting-required commercial fishing 
permits, applicant must provide documentation indicating participation in 
the corresponding fishery sector (tax return with Schedule-C, W-2, 1099) 
for every year the applicant has indicated earning revenue from fishing. 
The only exception is for Shellfish Diggers that are not subject to 
mandatory reporting but must maintain logbooks with daily catch 
records. Documentation that proves qualifying history/activity must be 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

made immediately available to the Department upon request. Qualifying 
history is defined as at least one for-profit trip or transaction reported in 
each year used to qualify. 

Aquaculture: 

o Must have possessed a valid 2020 Marine Aquaculture Permit (Private - 
Marine Hatchery or Private - On/Off-Bottom Culture Permit) (for loss 
claims in 2020), or possess a valid 2021 Marine Aquaculture Permit 
(Private - Marine Hatchery or Private - On/Off-Bottom Culture Permit) (for 
loss claims in 2021), and associated history (reported activity and 
revenue) in at least 3 of the last 5 non-COVID years (2015-2019), except 
as follows: 

o The license holder was first issued their license within the last 3 years 
(2017 or later), in which case they must have associated history in at 
least 2 of the last 3 years; or 

o The license holder was first issued their license within the last 2 years 
(2018 or later), in which case they must have associated history in at 
least one previous year; or 

o The license holder was first issued their license in 2019, they must have 
been in business for a minimum of one year with a valid permit that 
allowed the legal participation in the claimed sector and have associated 
history in 2019. 

o NYSDEC will verify qualifying fishing history for all marine aquaculture applicants 
with the DEC Marine Resources Permit database and State reporting records. 
Qualifying history is defined as at least one reported purchase or sale of seed or 
cultured marine seafood products. 

Qualifying Income: 

Since New York’s allocation of CARES Act funds represents only a fraction of the 
income lost to fishery-related businesses, the following qualifying income has been 
established to provide economic assistance to the greatest number of fishery 
participants while considering those fishery participants that are dependent on 
revenues from these fisheries for their livelihood. The qualifying income represents 
50% of the annual income threshold that is used by NYSDEC for establishing minimum 
eligibility criteria as described in the Environmental Conservation Law for commercial 
fishing licenses that are subject to limited entry (Food Fish, Crab, Whelk) and was used 
to qualify applicants during the New York Superstorm Sandy Disaster Relief Program. 

Applicants must meet the following qualifying income to be eligible for 
funding: 



 

 

Commercial Fishing, Seafood Wholesale Dealers/Processors, For-Hire 
Fishing 

o Applicants must demonstrate ≥$7,500 average annual income from 
participation in the applicable sector based on fishing history for 3 of the 
last 5 years (2015-2019), with exceptions for less than 5-year history as 
described and corresponds to the Qualifying Fishing History section of 
this plan. 

Aquaculture 

o Applicants must demonstrate ≥$7,500 average annual income from 
sales of cultivated marine products for 3 of the last 5 years (2015-2019), 
with exceptions for less than 5-year history as described and 
corresponds to the Qualifying Fishing History section of this plan. 
Applicants that fail to meet the minimum income threshold in any given 
year due to unforeseen circumstances such as crop failure or non-
marketable production year may seek a hardship exemption for the 
Qualifying Income requirement. Applicants will need to provide written 
justification and appropriate documentation to support a hardship 
exemption under this requirement. 

Application Process and Deadline 

 Information regarding the application process will be mailed and/or sent 
electronically to all NYSDEC marine district permit holders. Additionally, 
information on the application process will be sent electronically to appropriate 
email lists. All persons who submitted an application to New York for CARES 
Act 2020 funding are eligible to submit an application for CAA 2021 funding. All 
persons who submit an application for CAA 2021 funding that qualified to 
receive an award under the CARES Act of 2020, will automatically qualify for 
CAA 2021 funding for the loss value and loss time period previously applied for, 
subject to any adjustments made for prior CARES Act relief so they are not 
made “more than whole.” All persons who submitted an application to New York 
for CARES Act 2020 funding that submit an application for CAA 2021 funding 
with a loss value and loss time period that differs from the claim on the New 
York CARES Act 2020 application, will be reevaluated for eligibility for an award 
for CAA 2021 funding (also subject to any adjustments made for prior CARES 
Act relief so they are not made “more than whole”), based on the information 
provided in the CAA 2021 application. 

o COVID-19 period for evaluation and qualifying revenue loss: 
February 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020, and/or January 1 to April 
30, 2021 (using a minimum of 60 consecutive days for the evaluation) 



 

 

 

  

 

o Application Period: 45 days from the date that applications are 
available to be submitted by eligible license/permit holders following 
approval of the State’s Spend Plan.  

o Application Deadline: Application deadline dependent on approval of 
the State’s spend plan but will be identified on all application forms and 
on other forms of communication where information about the 
application process is provided. Deadline will be 45 days from the start 
of the application process but will allow 10 business days for those 
applications that are submitted by the application deadline but are 
deemed incomplete and need to provide additional supporting 
documentation or complete the application form. 

o Application Filing: Applications will be available for submission 
electronically or by paper filing. Applicants will be strongly encouraged to 
submit their applications electronically to expedite the application 
process and reduce paper and administrative handling by staff. 
Protocols for accepting electronic signatures will be provided on the 
application consistent with the Department’s Policies and Procedures to 
ensure appropriate criteria is met. Applications post-marked or 
electronically time-stamped after the application deadline will not be 
considered and cannot be appealed, unless received prior to award 
distributions and accompanied by medical documentation that indicates 
the reason for missing the application deadline was due to extenuating 
circumstances related to the applicant’s, or family member’s, COVID-19 
illness that directly impacted the timely filing of the CAA application by 
the required deadline. 

o Self-Certification: All applications must include a properly completed 
and executed self-certification form that satisfies the minimum eligibility 
requirements under Section 12005 of the CARES Act, the CAA, and 
NYSDEC’s Spend Plan. 

o Application Review Period: All applications will be reviewed by DEC 
for completeness with minimum eligibility requirements within 30 days of 
receipt. Applications that are complete will be verified by the DEC to 
support the minimum of greater than 35% revenue loss and fishing 
history/income criteria for an award. DEC will notify all applicants that 
filed incomplete applications and provide ten business days to 
satisfactorily complete the application process. 

o Notification to Applicants: Applicants will be notified by DEC of the 
status of their application. Qualified applicants will be notified of the 
award amount to be received through direct payment(s) from ASMFC. 

Appeals Process: 

Applicants may appeal NYSDEC’s determination that they are ineligible to 
receive an award under this program as follows: 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

o Appellants must fully explain the reason for the appeal and describe why 
they think they are qualified for an award under the CAA. 

o Appellants must submit a completed Appeals Form and additional 
documentation (tax returns, Invoices, Logbooks, etc.) to support the 
minimum of greater than 35% revenue loss due to COVID-19 and 
qualifying fishing history and income established under this Spend Plan 
within ten business days or by the appeal deadline indicated within the of 
notification of ineligibility by DEC. Appeals received after the published 
appeal deadline will not be considered. 

o DEC will hold back 2.0% of the State’s allocation to include any fishery 
participant appeals in this program.

★ Funds remaining after the appeals process is complete will be 
distributed evenly to applicants that have experienced the largest 
magnitude impact (top 5%) to their business from COVID-19. 

o DEC will work with the appellant on a case-by-case basis to provide an 
opportunity to satisfy the minimum eligibility requirements, especially in 
cases of undue hardship. 

o Failure to provide the additional documentation within the requested 
timeframe will deem the appellant ineligible for funding. 

o DEC will review all additional supporting documentation within thirty days 
to ensure that a proper determination is made consistent with criteria for 
this program. 

o All appeal ineligibility decisions are final. 

Award Amounts to Qualified Fishery Participants: 

All qualified applicants will receive an award scaled to their COVID-19 related 
loss, regardless of sector, not to exceed their reported loss. As part of the 
application and self-certification, fishery participants must provide and attest to 
the following information which will be used to establish tiers and award 
amounts: 

o Annual fishery related revenue for each qualifying year from 2015-2019 
(A) 

o Fishery related revenue from a minimum of 60 consecutive days during 
the COVID-19 impact period February 1 – December 31, 2020, and/or 
January 1 to April 30, 2021 (B) 

o An average of fishery related revenue generated during the same 
minimum of 60 consecutive days of February 1 – December 31, 2020, 
and/or January 1 to April 30, 2021 for the qualifying years from 2015-
2019 (C) 

Quantity B divided by Quantity C must be less than 0.65 for the applicant to 
have experienced a greater than 35% loss during the COVID-19 impact period 
in 2020 and/or 2021 and qualify for an award.  



  
  
 

 
  
  
  
 

 
  

 

 
 

1. Establish Tiers based on losses during COVID-19 period: Initial tiers 
based upon self-certified losses during the COVID-19 period (February 1 
– December 31, 2020, and/or January 1 to April 30, 2021) set at 
≤$1,000; $1,001 to $2,500; $2,501 to $5,000; $5,001 to $7,500; $7,501 to 
$10,000; $10,001 to $20,000; $20,001 to $50,000; $50,001 to $100,000; 
$100,001 to $200,000; $200,001 to $500,000; $500,001 to $1,000,000; 
and $1,000,001 or greater; subject to review and revision after all 
applications have been received. Awards would then be sized by tier to 
address losses given the limited relief funds. Tiers may be adjusted, and 
additional tiers added once all applications are received. To the extent 
practicable, awards across tiers would be a consistent percentage of the 
loss experienced by those in the tier, with a decreasing percentage at 
higher loss tier levels as a result of available funding. Within a tier, all 
applicants will receive the same award. 

Final tiers and awards cannot be established until completed applications have 
been received and revenue information entered electronically. A list of eligible 
applicants, their award amounts, as well as their tax identification number, 
mailing address, phone number, and email, will be provided to the ASMFC, who 
will mail payment checks to everyone appearing on the eligible applicants list. 

Project Timeline 
o Submit Draft Spend Plan for Review: August 2021 
o NOAA approval of Spend Plan: October 2021 
o Distribute Information for Application Submission: 

October/November 2021 
o Application Period: 45-days November/December 2021 
o Review of Applications: January 2022 - May 2022 
o Appeals Process: June- August 2022 
o Coordinate Payments with ASMFC/Send List of Awardees: June -

August 2022 
o Complete Report of CARES Act Program: September 2022 

Budget 

New York State’s federal CARES Act allocation was $5,696,511. After adjusting 
for administrative fees for NOAA Fisheries (~0.7%), the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission (0.0025%), $61,458 for an ASMFC Administrative 
Assistant (including ASMFC 34% fringe and 9% indirect rates for personnel) 
located in NY for a duration of 12 months to help process NY applications and 
appeals, $5,558,363 will be dedicated for direct payments to qualified 
applicants. 

NOAA & ASMFC administrative fees $76,690 
ASMFC NY personnel 



           
           

 
            
            
      

 
 

 
                                

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

   

 Administrative Assistant 
Fringe (34%) 

 Care First Health 
Principle Dental 

            VSP Vision 
Omaha Disability & Life 
FICA, SUTA & WC 8.5% 

Subtotal 

Indirect (9%)

            Total 

$42,000 

$9,837 
$426 
$191 
$360 
$3,570 

$56,384 

$ 5,074 

$61,458 
Direct Payments $5,558,363 

NY Allocation $5,696,511 

Benefits to Fishery Participants 

New York’s commercial fishing, aquaculture, for-hire fishing, and seafood 
dealers and processors are vitally important to the State’s economy and 
maritime industry. The economic assistance provided to the fishery-related 
businesses that were negatively impacted due to COVID-19 under the CARES 
Act and CAA will provide some relief to assist them financially during this 
pandemic. Although it is only a fraction of the revenue loss to these businesses 
and will not make them whole, it provides direct payments to the industry to help 
support them during this unprecedented pandemic and economic hardship to 
the industry. 



 

 

 

Appendix I: 3/29/2021 NOAA Fisheries Press Release: CAA State Allocations 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature‐story/secretary‐commerce‐announces‐allocation‐

additional‐255‐million‐cares‐act‐funding 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/secretary-commerce-announces-allocation


 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix I: NOAA Guidance to ASMFC 





  



 



   

Appendix I: Bait and Tackle Industry Articles 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Full versions of articles below  available here: https://fishingtackleretailer.com/author/dena/ 

https://fishingtackleretailer.com/author/dena


 



 



 

Appendix I: Survey Summary 



 



 


