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Title 15 of Article 54 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) authorizes the Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) to issue rebates to municipalities toward the purchase or lease of 

qualifying clean vehicles or toward the cost of infrastructure that supports clean vehicles (Figure 1). 

Qualifying vehicles and infrastructure, and rebate procedures are set forth in 6 NYCRR Part 492. DEC’s 

Office of Climate Change (OCC) administers this rebate program as the Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) and 

Infrastructure Rebate Program. Pursuant to ECL § 54-1521(5), OCC is providing this program status 

report. General information on this program, including current funding, is available at 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/109181.html. 

 

 
Figure 1. Municipal electric vehicles and charging infrastructure supported by the Climate Smart Communities Clean Vehicle 
Rebate Program. Source: Ulster County. 

DEC offered two rounds of municipal rebates during the period covered by this report (September 2016 

through March 2018). Round 1 was announced September 9, 2016 and ran through March 31, 2017. A 

total of $750,000 was allocated for clean vehicle rebates during Round 1. Round 2 ran from September 

13, 2017 to May 31, 2018, during which $2,200,000 was made available. During Round 1, DEC issued 

rebates for 79 vehicles, totaling $265,000. In Round 2, rebates totaling $122,500 were issued for 25 

vehicles. The majority of rebates issued over the two rounds have been for plug-in hybrid vehicles. 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/109181.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/109181.html
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Figure 2. Climate Smart Community Clean Vehicle Rebates by vehicle type over two rounds of rebates. 

Infrastructure rebates during Round 1 totaled $1,466,130 for 97 Level 2 (240VAC) electric charging 

stations with 183 charging ports, and one hydrogen fuel facility upgrade. Round 2 infrastructure rebates 

totaled $985,368 for 67 Level 2 charging stations with a total of 136 ports and 5 DC fast charging 

stations. Table 1 summarizes annual Environmental Protection Fund allocations to clean vehicles 

projects and distribution of funds through the first two rounds. Table 2 shows rebates by economic 

development region.  

 

Table 1. Annual EPF Climate Smart Community allocations to municipal clean vehicle projects and 

distributions, FY 2016 and FY 2017.  

  

FY 2016 FY 2017  
Remaining Funds Available Awarded Available Awarded 

Clean Vehicles 
$2,000,000 

$265,000  
1,200,000 

$122,500   
$92,132 EV Infrastructure $1,256,650  $985,368  

Hydrogen Fuel 
Cell Infrastructure 

$1,000,000  $250,000  $1,000,000  ---- 
 

$1,000,000 

Total $3,000,000  $1,466,130  $2,200,000  $1,107,868  $1,092,132 

 

Funds not awarded during Round 1 were combined with newly allocated funds and made available 

during Round 2. As indicated in Table 1, a total of $1,092,132 remained unawarded at the close of 

Round 2. The amount of remaining funds reflects funds included in the request for applications to 

accommodate the possibility of applications for installation of several hydrogen fuel cell or DC fast 

charging stations. All remaining funds will be made available during upcoming grant rounds to be 

announced in 2019.  
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Table 2. Clean vehicle infrastructure and vehicle rebates awarded by economic development region.  

  ROUND 1 FY 2016 ROUND 2 FY 2017 

REGION 
Clean 
Vehicles 

Stations 
Clean 

Vehicles 
Stations 

Western NY   14 L22 4 3 L2, 2 DCFC1 

Finger Lakes  8 L2 1 1 L2, 1 DCFC 

Southern Tier 6 1 L2  1 L2 

Central NY  1 L2  3 L2 

Mohawk Valley 1 2 L2 1 14 L2 

Capital District  12 L2  7 L2, 1 DCFC 

North Country  4 L2   

Mid-Hudson 13 42 L2 17 33 L2, 1 DCFC 

New York City  51 6 L2  1 L2 

Long Island 8 8 L2, 1 HFC3 2 2 L2 

TOTAL  79 97 stations 25 67 stations 
1Direct current fast charger 
2Level 2 charger 
3Hydrogen fuel cell  

 


