
  NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and Department of Health invite you to attend a   

Public Availability Session 
on the Sperry Remington Environmental 

Cleanup Sites including Elmira High School 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2021 

5:00 – 7:00 PM 
Elmira High School - Cafeteria 

 

 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and Department of Health (DOH) 
are overseeing a thorough cleanup of contamination found below-ground on portions of   the Elmira High 
School property. The agencies remain committed to ensuring the students, faculty, and community are 
kept informed of these actions. DEC will be holding an availability session on Wednesday, September 
29, 2021 at 5 PM in the cafeteria of the Elmira High School. There will not be a formal presentation. 
Instead, project experts involved in the cleanups will be available to respond directly to questions and 
comments from the attending public. Representatives from DEC, DOH, Unisys Corporation, and Elmira 
High School (EHS) will be available to provide detailed information on the extensive work completed 
this past year, the ongoing work on the athletic field, and plans for future investigation and cleanup 
activities. We look forward to addressing your questions and concerns. 

DEC INVITES THE INTERESTED PUBLIC TO VISIT DEC’S PROJECT WEBSITE 
Please see: https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html for  updates about the ongoing investigation and 
cleanups at EHS and the Southern Tier Commerce Center (STCC), and the investigation along Coldbrook 
Creek. 

 
The latest Community Newsletter regarding the Former Sperry Remington Sites is available for 
viewing on DEC’s      Project website or the Elmira City School District website for additional 
information. 

 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND, or your interest is of a private / health concern, DEC encourages 
you to contact the project team via phone, email, or online form through the Project Hotline at 207-828-
3632.  

 
 
 

The public is invited to engage with project experts at the Elmira High School Cafeteria 
between 5:00 and 7:00 PM and get answers to questions or more detailed information.      
Covid safety requires 3-foot social distancing and masks to be worn at all times while inside. 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html
https://elmiracityschools.com/district/department/buildings_and_grounds/e_h_s_environmental_study_information
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7KxDCD79vkm9VBjGBIo_0MipFqxPY99FlCe4rBYYL4dUMlBMRlJDN000RDJLTjZJN0JCNE5RWVIwQyQlQCN0PWcu
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COMMUNITY UPDATE 

ELMIRA HIGH SCHOOL 
Former Sperry Remington Property Cleanup 

Brownfield Cleanup Program   777 South Main Street, Elmira, NY 14904 

Introduction 
The New York State Departments of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) and Health (DOH) are continuing strict oversight of the 
ongoing investigation and cleanup activities at the Elmira High 
School (EHS) property to ensure a comprehensive and careful 
cleanup that is protective of public health and the environment. The 
agencies are also committed to keeping the Elmira community 
informed regarding the cleanup progress. Our top priority is ensuring 
that students, faculty, staff, and visitors will not be exposed to below-
ground contamination. Unisys Corporation (Unisys), the corporate 
successor of the Remington Rand company, is committed under its 
legal agreement with New York State to fully investigate and 
implement a comprehensive cleanup of the site and any impacted 
off-site areas, consistent with the requirements of the State’s 
Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP).   

Comprehensive Cleanup Results in Extended 
Project Schedule 
The purpose of this newsletter is to update the community regarding 
unexpected cleanup activities completed by Unisys to ensure a 
thorough and effective remedy and resulting in an extension of the date 
for completion of the Stadium Restoration by Elmira City School 
District (ECSD). Stadium Restoration including a new turf field, track, 
and grandstands is now anticipated to be complete by Summer 2022.  

Image 1: Architectural Rendering - Elmira High School Athletic Complex  
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Unexpected Activities, Cleanup Objectives Achieved 

During Interim Remedial Measure No. 5 (IRM #5), extensive below-ground infrastructure and other 
obstacles associated with the 
property’s historical industrial use 
were encountered. The 
characterization, safe removal, and 
off-site disposal of materials resulted 
in significant project expansion and 
an associated impact to the project 
schedule. Findings included 
approximately 60 industrial sewer 
pipe sections; building foundations; 
utility duct banks and vaults; storm 
drainage pipes, manholes, drywells, 
catch basins; and two underground 
storage tanks. Additional 
contaminated soils, including 
petroleum-impacted soils, were 
encountered beyond what was 
originally estimated requiring the removal of an additional 27,433 cubic yards for a total of 53,433 cubic 
yards. Confirmation sampling of all excavation walls and bottoms ultimately determined that cleanup 
objectives were achieved.  
 

Management of Materials for Safe Disposal and Reuse 

Construction of additional storage areas in the north athletic fields was necessary to manage the 53,433 
cubic yards of material 
excavated from the football 
field complex area. This 
material was tested for 
appropriate off-site disposal or 
reuse on-site. The planning, 
transport, and storage of 
material, in addition to a severe 
off-site trucking shortage, 
extended the project schedule. 
 

Streamlining a 
Comprehensive 
Cleanup  

DEC and DOH have 
implemented enhanced 

measures to track schedule and activity milestones, as well as streamlined technical review and improved 
communications and project coordination with Unisys and ECSD. These and other efforts will be 
implemented to oversee the timely comprehensive cleanup and site restoration of EHS fields for student 
use. 

Project Webpage and Enhanced Community Liaison Plan 
In September 2020, Unisys developed an Enhanced Community Liaison Plan (ECLP) as a roadmap to 
the available resources regarding the EHS property and project activities. This plan can be found on the 
DEC project webpage at:           http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html 

Image 3: IRM 5 – North Athletic Field  

Image 2: IRM 5 Former Football Field  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html
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Interim Remedial Measures #4, #4 Amendment, and #5 Construction
Table 1: IRMs by the Numbers 

IRM #4  
(June to August 
2020) 

IRM #4A 
(September 2020 
to April 2021) 

IRM #5  
(December 2020 to 
July 2021) 

Soil Excavated 6,500 cubic yards 9,962 cubic yards 53,433 cubic yards 

Disposed Off-Site as Hazardous 
Waste 

4,079 tons 9,064 tons 38,000 tons 

Disposed Off-Site as Non-
Hazardous Waste 

3,977 tons 3,686 tons 49,000 tons 

Soil Reused as Backfill 1,987 tons 1,200 tons ~18,000 tons 

Fill Imported for Backfill and Soil 
Cover 

7,993 tons 5,958 tons In process 

Note: Excavation measurements are cubic yards and disposal is measured as tons.  For this Site, the conversion is 1 cubic yard = 1.9 ton
IRM #5 Excavation and disposal numbers – through July 2021 

Next Steps: 
Interim Remedial Measure #5 Amendment 2 North Athletic Field (NAF)

Image 4: Site Map - IRM Locations 

Cleanup plans continue to be refined to implement IRM #5 Amendment 2 (NAF IRM) in August 2021. 
Activities are currently underway to relocate the construction access from Main Street to the VFW property
and Keefe Street.  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/


www.dec.ny.gov Elmira High School (Former Sperry Remington Property)

Public Communications 
The project involves a variety of stakeholders, and up-to-date 
information and open lines of communication are available to the 
public. Enhanced communications have been added to the DEC
webpage https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html including:  

• Updated Frequently Asked Questions. 
• Project Hotline: To allow the public to submit inquiries 24 hours a day 
to the project team. 
• IRM Information: Up-to-date IRM construction, monitoring, and 
health and safety information. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/37556.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/37556.html
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