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Cleanup Activities Nearing Completion at Steelfields Site
*  *  *

Availability of Construction Closeout Report and Project Update
*  *  *

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) in cooperation with New York State
Department of Health (DOH), is pleased to announce that construction activities to clean up the former
Steelfields, Ltd. (Steelfields)site are nearing completion. DEC has received a Construction Closeout Report
for work completed in Area 1 and is anticipating acceptance of the final document. 

The State is providing this bulletin to announce the availability of this document and satisfactory completion of
the cleanup in Area 1 as well as to update the community on the status of the remainder of the site.

Site Background

In October, 2002 Steelfields, Ltd purchased several vacant industrial properties in Buffalo, New York out of
bankruptcy from the LTV Steel and Hanna Furnace Corporation. At the same time, Steelfields entered in to a
Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA) with DEC.  The subject property was broken up into four “Areas”, based
on operational and ownership history.  After the initial purchase and VCA, Steelfields, purchased the Former
August Feine facility.  Following the December 27, 2002 approval of a “Work Plan for Voluntary Cleanup
Program Remedial Design/Remedial Action for the Former Steel and Coke Manufacturing Site”, dated
September 2002, by Turnkey Environmental Restoration, work was started to clean up the four areas.  Since
that time there have been several project updates to the community from Steelfields, the last in May of 2006. 
This update will continue from that time and summarize what has been completed since then.

Progress to Date:

When last updated the overall site remedial construction activities were about 90% complete.  Major items
remaining included; Area III blue stained soils excavation and treatment, Area III and IV tar excavation,
disposal and backfill and completion of the Area II containment cell. At the time of the last update Area I
remediation had been complete (2003) and final closeout reports and necessary documentation were being
finalized.

Construction Activities Completed:

Work completed since the last update included;

Remaining blue stained soils containing elevated inorganic and/or volatile organic compounds located in Area
III were treated and placed in the containment cell in Area II;

Remaining tar soils in Area III were excavated and disposed, off site, to facilities in Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
The site was backfilled with clean, off-site material and the surface prepared and seeded; 

Area IV remaining tar soils were removed and disposed of off-site;

Completion of the Containment Cell in Area II;

Groundwater monitoring wells installations in Area III & IV; and,



Installation of Oxygen Releasing Compound socks into Area IV wells to address residual groundwater
contamination.

Since the last update, Hydro-Air Components Inc, a division of Rittling Hydronic Heating and Cooling Systems
Inc., assumed cleanup responsibilities in Area IV.  As an applicant to the Brownfield Cleanup Program Hydro-
Air completed the necessary work in Area IV and at the same time completed construction of a new 144,000
square foot manufacturing facility.  The new facility is now home to the world headquarters of Hydro-Air
Components. Hydro-Air is a designer and manufacturer of advanced heating and cooling systems.

Remaining Activities:

Cleanup activities at the site are rapidly coming to a close. No intrusive environmental tasks remain.
Remaining tasks include fencing in Area II and some limited sampling in Area III.  The site owner also has
expressed interest in demolition of the office portion of the August Feine Building. This building has seen
considerable deterioration and water damage since closing which has made the building unsuitable for re-use. 
As of now, the remaining August Feine Building is being marketed for its potential uses. Construction
completion reports for Areas II, and III, are anticipated.  At the time of this update, a Final Engineering Report
for Area IV had been submitted. 

Availability of the Area I - Construction Closeout Report :

In addition to updating you on the preceding activities, this update is intended to announce the completion of
the Construction Closeout Report for Area 1.  This report details work that was completed to satisfy the
remedial activities detailed in the voluntary cleanup work plan and required in the VCA.  This document also
includes a Site Management Plan which incorporates required institutional and engineering controls as well as
necessary operation, maintenance and monitoring required at the site.

For More Information:

Documents describing the activities at the former Steelfields Site are available for your review at the locations
listed below.  You are encouraged to review these documents, and to contact state representatives should
you have any questions concerning the project.

Site-related documents are available for review at the following locations:

Dudley Branch Library
South Park Avenue
Buffalo, New York  14202

NYSDEC Region 9 Office
270 Michigan Avenue
Buffalo, New York  14203

Appointment Needed – contact 
Maurice Moore at (716) 851-7220

Contact the following representatives for more information about:

Site Construction: Site Related Health Concerns

Maurice Moore
NYSDEC
Environmental Remediation
270 Michigan Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14203
(716) 851-7220

Cameron O’Connor 
NYS DOH
584 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14202
(716) 847-4385


