
 

 

AMEC Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. 
155 Erie Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Schenectady, NY 12305 
Tel (518) 372-0905 
Fax (518) 372-1042 www.amec.com 

 

 

June 29, 2012 
 
Mr. Frank Sowers 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Region 8 
6274 East Avon-Lima Road 
Avon, NY 14414 
 
Subject: CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT)- River Street Derailment Project 

480 River Street 
Rochester, New York 
NYS DEC V00524 
CSXT Project Number: 0200358 
AMEC Project Number: 64300-8511 

 
Dear Mr. Sowers: 

AMEC Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. (AMEC) has prepared this Periodic Review Report 
(PRR) and the required associated certification forms (Attachment A), on behalf of CSX 
Transportation, Inc. (CSXT), for the CSXT-River Street Derailment Site located in Rochester, 
NY.   

BACKGROUND 

On December 23, 2001, at 3:40 PM EST, a CSXT train derailed 27 of its cars (24 hoppers 
loaded with coal, 2 tank cars loaded with acetone, and 1 tank car loaded with methylene 
chloride).  As a result of the derailment coal, 3,000 gallons of diesel, 14,000 gallons of acetone, 
and 16,000 gallons of methylene chloride were released to the environment, including the 
Genesee River.  CSXT entered the Voluntary Cleanup Program and was assigned site number 
V00528-8.   

Immediately following the derailment, emergency response activities commenced including fire 
suppression; diesel, coal, and plastic pellet cleanup; spill delineation and containment; 
continuous community air monitoring; and river water quality monitoring.   

Following the emergency response, interim remedial measures were initiated to address the 
landside and Genesee River impacts.  These activities included the excavation (using traditional 
methods and sheet piling cells) and disposal of 1,700 tons of petroleum impacted soil, 28,000 
tons of methylene chloride and/or acetone impacted soil, and collection and disposal of 1.4 
million gallons of impacted groundwater.  CSXT also completed the installation of temporary 
drinking water lines and the replacement of over 300 feet of sanitary sewer.  In order to address 
the sediment impacts in the Genesee River, CSXT installed a sheet pile wall and dredged 3,000 
tons of impacted sediment.   

Subsequent subsurface investigation events included a soil gas survey, DNAPL soil sampling, 
installation of monitoring wells and soil borings.  Based on the results of the subsurface 
investigation events and interim remedial measures, residual impacts were known to exist in the 
landside soils and Genesee River sediment.  Supplemental treatment via EHC-O™ injections 
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were used to fully remedy the landside site soils to below calculated recommended soil cleanup 
objectives.  A Site Management Plan was prepared to address the limited riverside residuals. 

CSXT received a release and covenant not to sue from the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) in December 2010.   

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

As mentioned previously, a Site Management Plan (SMP) was drafted to address the residual 
impacts in the remaining sediment hot spots within the Genesee River from the December 23, 
2001 derailment.  The document summarizes the site background; describes the historical field 
activities, the interim remedial measures, and subsequent monitoring events; and details the 
institutional controls to address the residual impacts in the remaining sediment hot spots.  

The SMP intent is to provide guidance in the management of sediment containing methylene 
chloride and acetone above the site-specific cleanup levels of 773 ug/kg for acetone and 1,133 
ug/kg for methylene chloride that may be disturbed in the unlikely circumstance that the United 
States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) dredging limits are revised or if future development 
activities by the City of Rochester disturb river sediments within the interim remedial measure 
dredging limits. 

An updated SMP is supplied with this PRR as Attachment B.  The updates were completed 
solely to the contact table as some of the individuals have changed since 2010.  No changes 
were made to the institutional and procedural controls detailed in the SMP. 

VERIFICATION OF POTENTIAL SEDIMENT DISTURBANCES 

The property contained in the SMP area is wholly within the Genesee River as shown in Figure 
2 of the SMP in Attachment B.  The first approximately 20-feet of the riverbed immediately 
adjacent to the western bank of the River is owned and maintained by the City of Rochester.  
The additional area between the City owned land and the navigational channel would most likely 
be disturbed by the City during the maintenance of their boat slips.  The USACE maintains the 
navigational channel that makes up the remainder of the SMP area.  

AMEC, on behalf of CSXT, contacted both the City of Rochester, Mr. Mark Gregor, and the 
USACE, Mr. Joshua Frost, to determine if either entity had plans to implement dredging or other 
activities that may disturb the sediments within the SMP area. 

The City and the USACE indicated they had no current plans to conduct any maintenance 
dredging or other activities to the boat slips or navigational channel that would disturb the 
sediment being controlled by the SMP.  The USACE does plan to dredge the navigational 
channel in 2012 but the depths of the dredging are consistent with past practices and are above 
the elevations of the SMP sediments.  The City has no current plans to conduct maintenance 
dredging or dredging to deepen the boat slip area.   

Both entities are aware of the presence of the SMP and understand the protocol described in 
the SMP.  Additionally, the City is aware that CSXT utilized a stone backfill to cap the SMP area 
up to the limit of the navigational channel and that if they happened to encounter this material 
during maintenance dredging of the accumulated sediments or during the deepening of the boat 
slips that that would indicate they were approaching the SMP sediments and to immediately 
contact CSXT to implement the SMP protocol. 
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Should you have any questions regarding the enclosed information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me or Mr. William Parry.  Our contact information is as follows: 

Marie Dowd, P.E. 
Project Manager 
AMEC Earth & Environmental, Inc. 
155 Erie Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Schenectady, NY 12305  
Phone:  518-372-0905 
Fax:  518-372-1042 
marie.dowd@amec.com  
 
William Parry, PG, CGWP 
Manager Environmental Remediation 
CSX Transportation, Inc. 
One Bell Crossings 
Selkirk, NY 12158 
Phone:  518-767-6049 
Fax:  904-245-2727 
William_Parry@csx.com   
 

Sincerely, 
AMEC Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. 
 

 
 
Marie Dowd, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 
Attachments: A Certification Forms 
  B Site Management Plan- June 2012 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

Certification Forms 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

Site Management Plan 
June 2012 
























