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Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives 

Available for Public Comment 
 

The public is invited to comment on a draft Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA) plan 

being reviewed by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for remediation of the City of Ithaca Property 

(“site”) located at 125 Lake Street.  See map for site location.  The draft ABCA was submitted by the City 

of Ithaca to the NYSDEC and USEPA for review under New York’s Environmental Restoration Program 

and USEPA’s Brownfield Cleanup Program. 

 

How to Comment 
The City is accepting written comments about the draft investigation work plan for 30 days, from June 9, 

2014 through July 10, 2014.  The draft ABCA is available for review at the location identified below 

under “Where to Find Information”.  Submit written comments to: 

 

Nels Bohn, Director of Community Development 

Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency 

108 E. Green Street 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

nelsb@cityofithaca 

 

Highlights of the Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives: 

 

1. This site investigation conducted as part 

of the NYSDEC ERP has identified remaining 

elevated lead concentrations in site soils; 

particularly in the raceway and island. 

 

2. An interim remedial measure conducted 

as part of the ERP removed lead impacted soils 

from 0-2’ from the western accessway. 

 

3. Remedial alternatives to address the 

remaining contamination including:  

(a) excavation with off-site disposal 

(b) liming and capping, and  

(c) no further action, were evaluated. 

 

4. Excavation with off-site disposal was 

recommended based upon the NYSDEC’s 

cleanup evaluation criteria. 

A brownfield is any real property that is difficult to reuse or 

redevelop because of the presence or potential presence of 

contamination. 

 

Environmental Restoration Program: New York's 

Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) reimburses 

municipalities for their costs to investigate and clean up 

municipality owned contaminated properties. Once cleaned up, 

the properties may be redeveloped for commercial, industrial, 

residential or public use.  

 

For more information about the NYSDEC’s ERP, visit:  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8444.html 

 

Brownfield Cleanup Program: The USEPA’s Brownfield 

Cleanup Program (BCP) encourages cleanup of “brownfields” 

through competitive grants.  Remediated brownfields can be 

reused and redeveloped for purposes such as recreation, housing, 

business or other uses. 

 

For more information about the EPA’s BCP, visit:  

 http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/ 



 

The remediation will be performed with oversight by NYSDEC, USEPA and the New York State 

Department of Health (NYSDOH). 

 

The property is situated on a parcel approximately 0.95 acres in size, currently owned by the City of 

Ithaca.  The site was historically a portion of the larger property used for production of firearms by the 

former Ithaca Gun Company from 1885 until 1986.  The former factory was located east of the site on the 

adjacent property, which is being progressed as a separate NYSDEC Brownfield Cleanup Project.  The 

areas targeted for remediation include the City-owned raceway and island.  Remediation has already 

occurred on the western accessway as part of an interim remedial measure conducted through the 

NYSDEC ERP. 

The City has received funding through the NYSDEC’s ERP and USEPA’s BCP for investigation and 

remediation of the site.  Three remedial alternatives were evaluated to address the remedial objectives at 

the site.  Contaminants of concern included lead, other metals, and Semi-volatile organic compounds 

above Part 375 Restricted Residential Site Cleanup Objectives (SCOs) in the surface soils.  Alternative 1 

(Soil Excavation and Disposal) was selected based on satisfying the NYSEC’s criterion for: short-term 

effectiveness; long-term effectiveness and permanence; reduction of toxicity, mobility, and volume; 

feasibility; community acceptance; and cost benefit.  

 

Next Steps 

 

The City will consider public comments, revise the plan as necessary, and develop construction 

documents for the approved plan.  After the remedial work plan is approved, the City will proceed with 

Contractor procurement through a publicly bid Public Works Project. It is estimated that the remedial 

efforts will take 12 months to complete after receiving NYSDEC/USEPA approval of the work plan. 

 

When the remediation is completed, the City will prepare and submit a report that summarizes the results 

and evaluates whether additional actions are required.  NYSDEC and NYSDOH will review the report, 

and will provide a Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP).  The PRAP may include additional 

remediation or No Further Action.   

 

The goal of the cleanup is to ensure the protection of public health and the environment.  NYSDEC will 

present the PRAP to the public for its review and comment during a 45-day comment period.  NYSDEC 

will keep the public informed during the cleanup of the site.  The PRAP will ultimately be made into the 

final determination or Record of Decision for the site. 

 

Background 

 

The City of Ithaca received funding from New York State to pursue an investigation of subsurface 

contamination at the site under the Brownfields ERP Program regulated by NYSDEC.  The City has also 

received funding from the USEPA BCP for site remediation.  The property has been isolated into two 

operable units.  These units include: Unit 1 - a narrow, steeply sloped piece of land called the Western 

Accessway, which provides access to the northern end of the site; and Unit #2 – a rock gorge promontory, 

known as the “Island” that allows a view of Ithaca’s famous Fall Creek Gorge, along with a narrow 

steeply sloped gorge called the former raceway. 

Remediation has already occurred on Unit 1 under the NYSDEC’s ERP.  Elevated lead soil 

concentrations remain in Unit 2 soils.  It is the City’s desire to restore the site to safe levels to afford the 

public the opportunity to view Ithaca Falls and to support redevelopment of the adjacent property for 

residential housing. 



Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email 

Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox.  

NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites county email  

listservs available at the following web page: www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html .  

 

It’s quick, it’s free, and it will help keep you better informed. 

 

As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for all 

contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select.  You may continue also to receive paper copies of 

site information for a time after you sign up with a county listserv, until the transition to electronic 

distribution is complete. 

 

Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Where to Find Information 

Project documents are available for review at the following location to help the public stay informed.  

 

Tompkins County Public Library 

101 East Green Street 

Ithaca, New York 14850 

Phone (607) 272-4557 

  

Who to Contact  
The following can also be contacted for additional information: 

 

Project Related Questions 

Gary Priscott 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

Division of Environmental Remediation 

1679 State Rt. 11 

Kirkwood, New York 13794 

607-775-2545 

gwprisco@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

 Site-Related Health Questions 

Christopher Doroski 

New York State Department of Health 

Bureau of Environmental Exposure Investigation 

Empire State Plaza Corning Tower Room 1787 

Albany, NY  12237 

518-402-7860 

BEEI@health.state.ny.us 

 

 

USEPA BCP Related Questions 

Benny B. Hom 

Brownfields Project Manager 

USEPA Region II 

290 Broadway, 18th Floor 

ERRD/PSB 

New York, NY 10007-1866 

212-637-3964 

hom.benny@epa.gov 

 

 

 

We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact sheet in 

a prominent area of your building for others to see. 

 

 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html
mailto:BEEI@health.state.ny.us
mailto:hom.benny@epa.gov


SITE
LOCATION

drh
Rectangle

drh
Typewriter
June 2014


