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CERTIFICATION 

I , Scott D. Nostrand, am currently a registered professional engineer licensed by the State 
of New York. I had primary direct responsibility for the implementation of the remedial 
program activities, and I certify that the Site Investigation Report and Interim Remedial Measure 
Report were implemented, and that all construction activities were completed in substantial 
confonnance with the Department-approved Site Investigation Report and Interim Remedial 
Measure Work Plan. 

I certify that all use restrictions. Institutional Controls, Engineering Controls, and/or any 
operation and maintenance requirements applicable to the Site are contained in an environmental 
easement created and recorded pursuant ECL 71-3605 and that all affected local governments, as 
defined in ECL 71-3603, have been notified that such easement has been recorded. 

I certify that a Site Management Plan has been submitted for the continual and proper 
operation, maintenance, and monitoring of all Engineering Controls, i f any. employed at the Site, 
and that such plan has been approved by Department. 

I certify that any financial assurance mechanisms, i f any, required by the Department 
pursuant to Environmental Conservation Law have been executed. 

I certify that all documents generated in support of this report have been submitted in 
accordance with the DER's electronic submission protocols and have been accepted by the 
Department. 

I certify that all data generated after July 1, 2011 in support of this report have been 
submitted in accordance with the Department's electronic data deliverable and have been 
accepted by the Department. 

I certify that all information and statements in this certification form are true. I 
understand that a false statement made herein is punishable as a Class "A" misdemeanor, 
pursuant to Section 210.45 ofthe Penal Law. I , Scott D. Nostrand, of Barton & Loguidice, 
D.P.C. located at 290 Elwood Davis Road, Syracuse, New York, am certifying as Owner's 
Designated Site Representative for the site. 

075454 
NYS Professional Engineer # Date Signature 
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1.0 Background and Site Description 

The Greater Glens Falls Local Development Corporation (GGFLDC) entered into a State 

Assistance Contract (SAC) with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC) to conduct a site investigation and perform interim remedial measures (IRMs), as 

deemed necessary and appropriate, of the 0.14 acre property located at 36 Elm Street in Glens 

Falls, New York.  Specifically, the Site was remediated in accordance with State Assistance 

Contract (SAC) #C303163, which was executed on December 29, 2006.  The Record of Decision 

(ROD) for the Site was issued on January 8, 2009. 

The 36 Elm Street site is located in the City of Glens Falls, County of Warren, New York, and is 

identified as 309.28-1-13 on the City of Glens Falls Tax Map.  Figure 1 shows the location of the 

property relative to the surrounding area.  The project site includes a 17,550 square foot, three-

story masonry building with a basement.  The building footprint encompasses the entire limits of 

the property.  Figure 2 shows the location of the property and neighboring parcels.  The site is 

bordered to the northeast by Elm Street, and the properties located immediately across the street 

on the northeast side of Elm Street consist of a parking lot and a commercial food and drink 

establishment (Sandy’s Clam Bar).  A commercial building directly abuts the south wall of the 

building structure, while both commercial and residential buildings exist further to the south (see 

Figure 2).  To the east, the Site is bordered by a three-story commercial building that contains 

retail shops on the first floor, with a combination of office space and apartments on the second 

and third floors.  A narrow, locked alleyway separates the two buildings on the east side.  To the 

northwest, the building structure is bordered by a single-story commercial building that is 

currently occupied by a Labor–Ready office.  A driveway exists between the subject structure 

and the Labor-Ready office.  The boundaries of the site are more fully described in Appendix A 

– Metes and Bounds. 

 

The subject property was used for residential purposes prior to the construction of the existing 

masonry building structure in the early 1920s.  From the early 1920s through the 1940s, the 

three-story structure was used as a shirt factory, and then from the 1950s through the early 1970s 

for the manufacture of ladies garments.  Based on the review of City of Glens Falls telephone 

directories, the McNaughton & Hughes Auto Repair facility occupied a portion of the structure 

during the 1930s.  The Site was most recently used by ABC Equipment for the storage of 

restaurant supplies and equipment.  Specifically, all three (3) floors of the building (including the 

basement area) were used for the storage of dishes, tables, chairs and stools, stainless steel sinks, 

appliances, and miscellaneous cleaning supplies. 

 

In 2006, the GGFLDC received funding to pursue an environmental investigation at the Site 

under the NYSDEC’s Environmental Restoration Program (ERP).  The Site Investigation (SI) 

was conducted by Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C. (B&L) during the period of April 2006 through 

May 2008.  The results of the SI are described in detail in the following reports: 

 “Site Investigation Report” prepared by Barton & Loguidice, P.C., May 2008 

 “Remedial Alternatives Report” prepared by Barton & Loguidice, P.C., May 2008 
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The following activities were conducted during the SI: site survey, asbestos and 

harmful/hazardous material survey, geophysical survey to identify buried structures, the 

installation of eight (8) soil borings, five (5) permanent monitoring wells, and three (3) 

temporary monitoring wells on or adjacent to the site, the installation of four (4) soil vapor and 

two (2) sub-slab vapor monitoring points, and the collection of soil, groundwater, basement 

standing water (considered groundwater) and vapor samples.   

Based on the results of the SI, the primary environmental concerns associated with the Site 

included: potential residual contaminants associated with the four (4) aboveground storage tanks 

(ASTs) and boiler tank that remained in the basement area; potential subsurface petroleum 

contamination associated with an outdoor underground storage tank (UST); the former use of the 

Site as an automobile repair facility in the 1930s; the presence of asbestos-containing material 

(ACM) and lead-based paint throughout the entire structure; the presence of potential 

polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB)-containing light ballasts in the building; and potential off-site 

impacts associated with the prior operation of automobile repair and gasoline station facilities in 

the immediate surrounding area.  Specifically, during the 1950s and 1960s a gasoline station 

existed across from the subject parcel at 37 Elm Street, and from the period of the 1920s through 

the 1960s, an automobile repair facility was located in the building directly abutting the south 

side of the structure. 

The site was remediated in accordance with the NYSDEC-approved IRM Contract Bid 

Documents and Specifications prepared by B&L dated November 2006.  The following is a 

summary of the IRMs performed at the site: 

1. Waste materials including asbestos, lead-based paint, underground and above ground 

tank liquids and sludge, fuel oil contaminated sand, containers of jars of commercial 

dishwashing liquids and chlorinated cleaning agents, PCB light ballasts, and refrigerant 

gas cylinders, were removed from the site. 

2. Closure in place of one (1) 1,000 gallon UST located at the northeast corner of the site. 

3. Removal of residual wastes and affected structures, including the four (4) ASTs in the 

basement, the block tank vault enclosure, sand back-fill material (approximately 5 tons), 

the former boiler tank and associated piping, and 6.95 tons of soil excavated during the 

UST test pit and sampling activities. 

The above listed IRM activities were completed at the site between February 2007 and July 

2007. 

After completion of the aforementioned IRMs, the NYSDEC recommended to the GGFLDC that 

the open pit in the basement area be remediated (i.e.,back filled and covered with a layer of 

concrete) in order to eliminate the potential exposure pathway that existed with regards to dermal 

contact with the standing water.  Therefore, B&L sent a letter to the GGFLDC dated January 22, 

2009 which recommended the general procedures to be followed by a qualified contractor in the 

backfilling of the open pit and installation of a concrete slab.  The GGFLDC subsequently 

retained the services of A.J. Catalfamo Construction Inc. of Hudson Falls, NY to provide the 

requested services, and the work was performed in February of 2009.  Based on an inspection of 

the basement area by Mr. Stephen Le Fevre of B&L on January 8, 2013, the open pit in the 
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basement has been backfilled and covered with a layer of concrete, and the area of standing 

water no longer exists.      

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) issued the Record 

of Decision (ROD) for the site in January 2009.  Based on the results of the Site Investigation/ 

Remedial Alternatives Report (SI/RAR) prepared by B&L for the 36 Elm Street site, the 

Department selected No Further Action as the remedy for the site.  The components of the No 

Further Action remedy included the successful completion of the previously referenced IRMs, 

and the imposition of an institutional control in the form of an environmental easement in order 

to achieve restricted residential use for the site.  However, as noted in the attached 

Responsiveness Summary (which also can be found in Appendix A of the ROD), the building 

may also be used for commercial purposes, with the stipulation that restricted residential uses 

will only be permitted above the first floor area as provided for in the City’s Zoning law.  

Specifically, residential use will not be allowed in the first floor or basement areas of the 

building, with the exception of allowing residents temporary access to the first floor and/or 

basement areas for the purpose of gaining access to utility connections.   

 

In addition to restricting the future use and development of the property to restricted residential 

use (including commercial and industrial use), the environmental easement also mandates that 

the entry (i.e., seepage) of groundwater into the basement area be properly controlled or 

eliminated, and the use of groundwater as a source of potable or process water be prohibited 

unless a NYSDOH-approved water quality treatment system has been installed at the site.  And 

lastly, the environmental easement requires the property owner to submit to the Department a 

periodic certification of the institutional controls.     

 

An electronic copy of this FER with all supporting documentation is included as Appendix B. 
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2.0 Summary of Site Remedy 

2.1 Remediation Goals 

Based on the results of the Site Investigation, the following Remediation Goals were established 

for this site. The Remediation Goals were included in NYSDEC’s January 2009 Record of 

Decision.  The Remediation Goals were to eliminate or reduce to the extent practicable:  

 Exposures of persons at or around the site to semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) 

and inorganics (metals) in subsurface soils and groundwater at the site.  

 The release of contaminants from subsurface soil into groundwater that may create 

exceedances of groundwater quality standards; and  

 The release of contaminants from subsurface soil, including under the site building into 

indoor and ambient air through soil vapor and wind borne dust.  

Further, the remediation goals for the site include attaining to the extent practicable:  

 Ambient groundwater quality standards and  

 Soil cleanup objectives. 

The contaminants of concern indentified for the site are: 

 Subsurface Soils – SVOCs and inorganic metals; and 

 Groundwater – SVOCs and inorganic metals. 

2.2 Description of Selected Remedy 

As previously indicated, several interim remedial measures (IRMs) were performed at the site 

during the period of February 2007 through February 2009.  During the IRM process, SVOC-

contaminated subsurface soil with concentrations above the applicable Standards, Criteria, and 

Guidance (SCGs) was excavated and properly disposed of off-site.  As stated in the January 2009 

Record of Decision issued by the NYSDEC, the Department concluded that the IRMs had 

accomplished the accomplished the remediation goals and satisfied the SCGs for the site, and 

therefore determined that No Further Action was required at the site.   
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3.0 Interim Remedial Measures, Operable Units,  

and Remedial Contracts 

The interim remedial measures (IRMs) performed at the Site consisted of asbestos abatement and 

lead-based paint removal, which was conducted by Action Technical Services, Inc., and tank 

closure and waste/debris removal activities, which were performed by Paragon Environmental 

Construction, Inc (PEC).  Prior to the implementation of tank closure and waste/debris removal 

activities, asbestos containing materials (ACM) and flaking lead paint were removed from the 

building structure by Action Technical Services, Inc. 

Asbestos and lead-based paint removal was performed by Action Technical Services from 

February 12, 2007 through March 13, 2007.  Clearance air sampling was conducted by B&L to 

determine that no residual asbestos was present following abatement in accordance with the 

NYSDOL Industrial Code Rule 56. 

One (1) UST, as identified on the northeast side of the Site exterior, was closed in place by PEC 

at the Site on April 4, 2007.  The 1,000-gallon tank was approximately 42 inches in height and 

138 inches long, and had approximately 1”-2” of sludge and liquid on the bottom.  The residual 

sludge and liquid (less than 15 gallons) was removed prior to the tank closure process.  The tank 

was emptied and filled with cement grout and closed in place. 

Additional IRM measures included the removal of residual wastes and affected structures, 

including the four (4) basement ASTs, concrete block tank vault and sand backfill material (5 

tons), boiler tank and piping, and 6.95 tons of soil excavated during the UST test pitting 

activities.  In addition, miscellaneous containers and jars of commercial dishwashing liquid and 

chlorinated cleaning agents, PCB light ballasts, gas cylinders, and other miscellaneous debris 

were removed. 

After completion of the aforementioned IRMs, the NYSDEC recommended to the GGFLDC that 

the open pit in the basement area be remediated (i.e., back filled and covered with a layer of 

concrete) in order to eliminate the potential exposure pathway that existed with regards to dermal 

contact with the standing water.  Therefore, B&L sent a letter to the GGFLDC dated January 22, 

2009 which recommended the general procedures to be followed by a qualified contractor in the 

backfilling of the open pit and installation of a concrete slab.  The GGFLDC subsequently 

retained the services of A.J. Catalfamo Construction Inc. of Hudson Falls, NY to provide the 

requested services, and the work was performed in February of 2009.  Based on an inspection of 

the basement area by Mr. Stephen Le Fevre of B&L on January 8, 2013, the open pit in the 

basement has been backfilled and covered with a layer of concrete, and the area of standing 

water no longer exists.      

Additional detail regarding the IRMs is available in the ERP Site Investigation/Remedial 

Alternatives Report. 
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4.0 Summary of Remedial Actions 

The site was remediated in accordance with the NYSDEC-approved IRM Contract Bid 

Documents and Specifications prepared by B&L dated November 2006. 

4.1 Removal of Contaminated Materials from the Site 

A significant volume of waste materials were identified and removed from the site.  Wastes 

included asbestos and lead-based paint, underground and aboveground storage tank liquids and 

sludge, fuel oil contaminated sand, containers and jars of commercial dishwashing liquids and 

chlorinated cleaning agents, PCB light ballasts, and refrigerant gas cylinders. 

In addition to the above, completed IRM activities resulted in the removal of residual wastes and 

affected structures, including the four (4) basement ASTs, concrete block tank vault and sand 

backfill material (5 tons), boiler tank and piping, and 6.95 tons of soil excavated during the UST 

test pitting activities.       

4.2 Quality of Backfill Placed in Excavated Areas 

With the prior consent and approval of Mr. Michael McLean of the NYSDEC, the open pit in the 

basement was backfilled with the same dirt material that was previously excavated from the 

basement floor in conjunction with the removal of the oil-fired furnace.  This excavated soil 

material was stockpiled in the basement and had never been removed from the structure.  

Therefore, this previously excavated soil was used back fill the open pit followed by the 

placement of a layer of concrete.     

4.3 Remaining Contamination 

Currently, there are no complete exposure pathways at the site.  However, there are potential 

exposure pathways associated with groundwater at the site, and contaminated sub-surface soil 

near the existing site. 

Groundwater at the site contains elevated inorganic compounds, including lead, iron, and 

manganese.  Some inorganics, such as iron, may be naturally occurring and are not considered 

associated with former activities at the site.  It is unclear if elevated lead levels in the 

groundwater are a result of former operations at the site, or if they represent local background 

and impacts from off-site properties.  Regardless, groundwater could present a potential for 

exposure if a well was installed at the property for potable water use.  However, this exposure 

pathway is unlikely since the site and surrounding properties are serviced with public water.  

Public drinking water is routinely tested, and must comply with federal and state drinking water 

standards. 

The potential for contaminated vapors in soil to enter the building at the site (via soil vapor 

intrusion) was evaluated.  Based on the results of the investigation, soil vapor intrusion does not 

present an exposure pathway of concern for future users of the site. 
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Sub-surface soil and groundwater immediately south of the Site are contaminated with SVOCs 

and are not considered site-related.  A spill number has been assigned by the NYSDEC to the 

adjoining property. 

Figure 3 summarizes the results of remaining soil impacts at the Site, as well as immediately off-

site, that exceed the Restricted Residential Use Soil Cleanup Objectives (SCOs) following the 

completion of IRM activities.  Similarly, Figure 4 summarizes the results of remaining 

groundwater impacts at the Site, as well as immediately off-site, that exceed the Part 702.5 

groundwater standards following the completion of IRM activities. 

4.4 Engineering Controls 

There are no engineering controls required for implementation at the Site.  

4.5 Institutional Controls 

A series of Institutional Controls is required by the ROD to: (1) prevent use of the groundwater 

underlying the site without treatment rendering it safe for its intended purpose; and, (2) limit the 

use and development of the site to restricted residential use, which will also permit commercial 

and industrial use.  Adherence to these Institutional Controls on the Site is required by the 

Environmental Easement, and will be implemented under the NYSDEC-approved Site 

Management Plan (SMP).  These Institutional Controls are: 

 Compliance with the Environmental Easement and the SMP by the Grantor and the 

Grantor’s successors and assigns. 

 Data and information pertinent to Site Management of the Controlled Property must be 

reported at the frequency and in a manner defined in the SMP. 

The Environmental Easement for the site was executed by the Department on April 1, 2013, and 

filed with the Warren County Clerk on April 5, 2013.  The County Recording Identifier number 

for this filing is Liber 4728, Page 92 of Deeds.   
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Figure 1 

 

Site Location 
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Figure 2 

 

Location Plan 
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Figure 3 

 

IRM/Subsurface Soil Contaminants 

 



PARAMETER

PART 375                                               

RESTRICTED-RESIDENTIAL 

STANDARD

RESULT

Benzo(a)anthracene 1,000 32,000

Benzo(b)fluoranthene 1,000 36,000

Benzo(a)pyrene 1,000 30,000

Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 500 20,000

Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene 330 7,300
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Figure 4 

 

Groundwater Contaminants with September 20, 2007 

Groundwater Level Contours 

 



PARAMETER STANDARD RESULT

Antimony 3 10

Iron 300 3,980

Selenium 10 25.2B

Sodium 20,000 185,000

PARAMETER STANDARD RESULT

Antimony 3 4.2B

Iron 300 1,390

Selenium 10 38

Sodium 20,000 160,000

PARAMETER STANDARD RESULT

Antimony 3 4.3B

Selenium 10 19.9B

Sodium 20,000 174,000

PARAMETER STANDARD RESULT

Antimony 3 2.9B

Iron 300 4,700

Lead 25 50

Manganese 300 314

Selenium 10 17.9B

Sodium 20,000 123,000

PARAMETER STANDARD RESULT

Antimony 3 5.0B

Iron 300 962

Selenium 10 27.9B

Sodium 20,000 124,000

PARAMETER STANDARD RESULT

Benzo(a)anthracene 0.002 6 J

Chrysene 0.002 5 J

Benzo(b)fluoranthene 0.002 5 J

Benzo(k)fluoranthene 0.002 2 J

Benzo(a)pyrene 0.002 4 J

Antimony 3 6.8 B

Iron 300 3090

Lead 25 30.3

Selenium 10 30.3

Sodium 20000 110000
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Appendix A 

 

Survey Map, Metes and Bounds 
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Appendix B 

 

Digital Copy of the FER 
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