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1.  Introduction and Overview of the Citizen Participation Plan 
 
  
What is a Citizen Participation Plan? 
 
A Citizen Participation Plan, or CPP, provides interested citizens like you with information on how 
Buell Automatics and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) will 
involve the public during the process of investigating and remediating (cleaning up) a site under the 
Brownfield Cleanup Program.  The plan identifies information Buell Automatics and the State want 
to communicate to site neighbors as well as information needed from the community.  Additionally, 
the plan is used to track public involvement activities that must be conducted according to state 
regulations, such as notifying residents when a cleanup plan is selected.   
 
What documents are included in this plan? 
 
 Background information about the site and investigations occurring there; 
 Information on planned citizen participation activities (see pages 3 and 4); 
 Locations where you can find more information (“document repositories”) and a list of 

documents available there;  
 A glossary of terms and acronyms you may encounter while learning about the site (Appendix 

A); 
 Fact sheets that have been prepared to inform the public about the site (Appendix B); 
 A list of people interested or involved with the site (“Brownfield Site Contact List”; Appendix 

C); and  
 Fact sheets explaining the steps in the investigation and cleanup process (Appendix D). 

 
The plan is periodically updated to include new fact sheets, additions to the mailing list, or changes 
in planned citizen participation activities. 
 
If you would like more information on citizen participation activities, contact Lisa LoMaestro 
Silvestri of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation at (585) 226-5326. 
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2. Background Information About the Buell Automatics Site 
 
The Buell Automatics site is located at 381 Buell Road in the Town of Gates, County of Monroe, 
New York (Site).  The Site location is shown in Figure 1.  The site is identified as tax parcel # 
135.05-1-36.1 and consists of 1.985 acres with an approximate total building area of 25,000 square 
feet.  Prior to the 1950s, the site was reportedly used for agriculture.  The initial industrial activities 
on the site were conducted on a 0.67-acre portion of the Site in a 13,000+/- square foot building.  
The original building was constructed in 1957.  Additions to the structure on the original parcel 
were completed in 1981 and 1983.  A second parcel was acquired (portion of a former bowling 
alley property to the north) in the late 1990’s.  A 12,000 square foot addition was completed in 
2000.   
 
Buell Automatics employs approximately 60 individuals in the manufacture of automatic screw 
machine parts.  As part of their operations, Buell uses degreasing solvents to clean machined parts.  
Spilled solvents have leaked into soil and groundwater beneath part of the Site and a limited area of 
an adjacent property.  The degreasing solvents contain volatile organic compounds for which the 
DEC has established soil cleanup objectives and groundwater standards.  Petroleum based 
compounds have also leaked into soil and groundwater.   
 
The following is a summary of previous investigations completed, interim remedial measures 
undertaken and changes in regulatory status of the Buell site to date: 

 
• Soil Gas Investigation prepared by Lozier Architect/Engineers, Feb. 3, 1989;  
• Removal of two solvent storage tanks and excavation of an adjacent drainage trench, 

approx. 3 ft. x 3 ft. x 75 ft., circa June 1989.  The drainage trench that was excavated 
was located outside the building;  

• Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Report prepared by Niagara Frontier 
Consulting Services, Jan. 23, 1998 for the northern portion of the Buell property; 

• A second Phase I ESA Report prepared by Niagara Frontier Consulting Services, Jan. 
28, 1999;  

• Phase II Environmental Site Assessment by C and O Technologies, July 27, 1999;  
• Phase II Confirmation Testing by Sear-Brown, Sept. 17, 1999; 
• Execution of Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA), March 2002; 
• Voluntary Investigation by Sear-Brown, March 2002 – December 2003;  
• Transfer from the Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) to Brownfield Cleanup Program 

(BCP), and Interim Remedial Measure involving soil removal from beneath a portion of 
the building December 2003; and 

• Vapor intrusion assessment at nearby building in January 2004. 
 

The reader is referred to the November 2001 Voluntary Investigation Work Plan for additional 
background on the investigations that preceded execution of the VCA. 
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3.  Upcoming Site Investigation Activities 
 
The project objective is to investigate and cleanup soil and groundwater contamination related to 
activities at the Buell Automatics property.  The objectives of the investigation activities are to 1) 
define the nature (type) and extent (area) of contamination associated with the site, 2) evaluate 
human and environmental exposures, and 3) obtain the information necessary to develop a cleanup 
plan for the contaminants. 
 
Investigation results indicate that site related contaminants may be migrating off-site to neighboring 
properties to the south and west.  Buell is prepared to conduct additional investigations on off-site 
properties to define the extent of off-site migration of contaminants.  The project’s environmental 
consultant (Sear-Brown) plans to install additional off-site wells and also intends to delineate the 
extent of solvent and petroleum impacts on the Site.   

 
After the DEC, in conjunction with the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH), 
determines that the site has been adequately investigated, Buell Automatics will prepare a Remedial 
Work Plan for the Site.  The Remedial Work Plan will compare different cleanup options 
(alternatives analysis) that could be taken at the site and will recommend a preferred cleanup option 
based on several criteria, including short and long-term permanence of the cleanup, costs, and ease 
of implementation.  DEC will solicit public input on the Remedial Work Plan. 

 
After considering all comments received on the Remedial Work Plan, DEC will either approve the 
cleanup plan or require changes to the plan.  

 
More details about the citizen participation activities that will take place during the remaining 
investigations and selection of a cleanup plan can be found in the next section of this Citizen 
Participation Plan. 
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4.  Citizen Participation Activities 
 

 
To keep the community informed and involved in the process of investigating and cleaning up 
inactive hazardous waste disposal sites, the State requires several citizen participation activities.  
For example, when a final cleanup plan is proposed, DEC will make it available to the public and 
allow interested parties 45 days to review and comment on the plan.  If there is sufficient 
community interest, DEC, NYSDOH, and Buell Automatics will also present the proposed plan at a 
public meeting and gather comments from citizens at the meeting. 
 
The table on the following page describes these and other citizen participation activities that will 
take place during the investigation and determination of a cleanup plan for the Buell Automatics 
site.  The table also lists the stage in the process at which each activity will take place as well as 
tentative completion dates.  Some citizen participation activities may be performed by the State, and 
Buell Automatics may perform some.  The project managers will use this table to track required 
citizen participation activities for the Buell Automatics site. 
 
Depending on citizen interest, Buell Automatics or the State may also conduct more citizen 
participation activities than are required, such as holding additional public meetings or mailing 
more fact sheets to interested citizens.  Community involvement is important to ensure that Buell 
Automatics satisfies the needs of those working or living near the site.   
 
All information materials will be reviewed and approved by the State prior to release to the public.  
To assist the public, a glossary of terms and acronyms is presented in Appendix A and fact sheets 
explaining aspects of the Brownfields Cleanup Program are provided in Appendix D of the CPP. 
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Table 1.  Citizen Participation Activities 

ACTIVITY: Activity will occur at this 
point in the investigation/ 

cleanup: 

The activity is 
scheduled to 

be completed: 

The activity 
was 

completed: 
Create a list of people (“Brownfields Site Contact List” or 
“BSCL”) interested in the site, including residents, 
government representatives, media, and any interested civic, 
environmental or business groups 

Before the first public 
notice with periodic 
updates 

  February 
2002; 

updated 
December 

2003 
Mail fact sheet to BSCL describing VCP Investigation Work 
Plan 

  March 2002 

Set up Document Repositories, where citizens can review 
site-related documents, at the regional DEC office and a 
public location near the site 

Prior to the first day of a 
comment period  or 
remedial action 

 Established 
at Gates 
Public 
Library 

December 
2003 

Mail fact sheet  to BSCL describing IRM Work Plan  
 

Prior to start of fieldwork  December 
2003 

 
Create a Citizen Participation Plan and place it in Document 
Repositories 

Before the BCP remedial 
investigation starts  

  March  2004  

Mail fact sheet to BSCL describing activities proposed for 
the site and announcing a 30-day public comment period for 
the proposed  Investigation Work Plan 

Before the BCP remedial 
investigation starts 

Summer 2004  

Mail a fact sheet  to the BSCL describing results of the 
investigation  

When the remedial 
investigation is complete  

Summer 2005  

Mail a fact sheet to the BSCL describing the proposed 
Remedial Work Plan and announcing a 45-day public 
comment period 

After all investigations are 
completed  

Winter 2006  

Upon request from the public, DEC will hold a public 
meeting to discuss the proposed Remedial Work Plan and 
gather public comments 

During the 45-day public 
comment period 

To be 
announced 

 

Mail a fact sheet to the BSCL announcing the start of  
remedial construction 

Prior to the start of 
construction 

To be 
announced 

 

Mail a fact sheet to the BSCL announcing that remedial 
construction has been completed 

Prior to DEC approval of 
the Final Engineering 
Report – including the 
Operation, Maintenance 
and Monitoring Plan  

To be 
announced 

 

If institutional or engineering controls are necessary at the 
site, mail a fact sheet to the BSCL announcing the Certificate 
of Completion  

Upon issuance of the 
Certificate of Completion 

To be 
announced 
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 5.  Site Issues and Communication Needs 
 
This section of the Citizen Participation Plan is designed to help Buell Automatics identify and 
document site-related issues important to the community near the Buell Automatics site, as well as to 
identify the information needs of the community and the State.  This information will help Buell 
Automatics and the State to effectively implement the citizen participation requirements and to identify 
any additional citizen participation activities that should be conducted. 

 
Investigations are underway to evaluate the potential presence of soil vapors, as well as soil and 
groundwater contamination on nearby properties potentially impacted by the Site.  As data becomes 
available they will be shared with the public and placed in the Document Repository.   
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6.  Document Repository 
 
A document repository has been established at the following location to make site documents easily 
accessible for the public to read and review: 

 
Location: Gates Public Library  
Contact Name: Judy Macknight, Reference Librarian 
Address: 1605 Buffalo Road  
City NY  Zip: Rochester, NY 14624  
Phone Number:  585-247-6446  
Hours: M-F 10am – 9pm, Sat. 10am-5pm, Closed Sunday  
 

Upon approval of this CPP, the various documents related to past investigations and remedial activities 
at this Site will be placed in this repository.  Buell Automatics and the DEC encourage the public to use 
this repository and to review documents prior to attending public meetings whenever possible.  All 
reports pertaining to the various investigations and the proposed remedial action at the Site will be 
available for review at the repository.  In addition, documents will also be available in the DEC Region 
8 office in Avon at the following address:  

 
Location: DEC – Region 8 
Address: 6274 East Avon-Lima Road 
City NY  Zip: Avon, New York  14414 
Phone Number: 585-226-5326 
Hours: M-F 8:30 am – 4:45 pm (Please call Lisa LoMaestro Silvestri) 
 

The following documents are available for review at the repositories (to date): 
 

• Voluntary Investigation Work Plan, November 2001; 
• Fact Sheet, March 2002(copy provided in Appendix B); 
• Revised Interim Remedial Measures Work Plan and Construction Documents, December        

2003; 
• Fact Sheet, December 2003 (copy provided in Appendix B); and 
• Citizen Participation Plan, March 2004. 
 

As various documents become available during the investigation process, they will automatically be 
placed in the Document Repository.  The documents are meant to remain at the repository so that 
anyone who is interested in the site can have access to them.  These documents may include: 

 
• Fact Sheets 
• Investigation Work Plans 
• Investigation Reports 
• Remediation Work Plans 
• Engineering Reports 
• Operation, Monitoring & Maintenance Work Plans and Reports 
 

If you notice a document is missing, please notify one of the DEC representatives identified in Section 
7.0.   
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7.0   Project Contact Personnel 
 
For additional information about the Buell Automatics site, we encourage you to contact one of the 
following people: 

 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation: 
Frank Sowers, P.E., Project Manager  Phone Number:  585-226-5357  
Lisa LoMaestro Silvestri  Phone Number:  585-226-5326 
Citizen Participation Office 
6274 East Avon-Lima Road 
Avon, New York 14414-9519 

 
New York State Department of Health: 
Joseph Crua, Technical Lead   Phone Number:  1-800-458-1158 ext.27860 
NYSDOH 
547 River St. 
Troy, NY 12180 
 
Monroe County Health Department: 
 
Joseph Albert  Phone Number:  585-274-6904 
Monroe County Health Department 
111 Westfall Road, PO Box 92832 
Rochester, NY 14692-8932 
 
Buell Automatics, Inc.: 
 
Messrs. Richard Lawton and Gary Lawton  Phone Number:  585-328-7430 
381 Buell Road 
Rochester, NY  14624 
 
Sear-Brown (Project Engineer): 
 
Mr. Michael P. Storonsky  Phone Number:  585-475-1440 ext. 760 
85 Metro Park 
Rochester, NY  14623 
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8.  Brownfield Site Contact List 
 
In compliance with the requirements in ECL 27-1417(b)(1),  a Brownfield site contact list has been 
developed.  A list of interested parties is presented in Appendix C.   The owners and occupants of 
neighboring properties are also on the site contact list, but their names are not included in Appendix C 
out of respect for their privacy. 

 
The site contact list will be updated periodically. If you would like to add someone to the list, please 
contact the DEC Project Manager Frank Sowers at (585) 226-5357.  
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