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September 6, 2007 

   
Earle R. Tockman, Esq. 
General Counsel 
Fulton/Max International (Holdings), Inc. 
133-32 41st Road 
Flushing, New York  11355 

Re: Willets Point Asphalt 
35-32 College Point Boulevard 
Flushing, New York 

Dear Mr. Tockman: 

On behalf of Fulton/Max International (Holdings), Inc., Roux Associates, Inc. (Roux 
Associates) performed a limited environmental investigation of the property identified as 
Willets Point Asphalt, located at 35-32 College Point Boulevard, in Flushing, New York 
(Site).  The limited environmental investigation included the following scope of work: 

1. Review of existing Phase I and Phase II environmental investigation reports for 
the Site; 

2. Field oversight of the removal of three underground storage tanks (USTs) from 
the Site; 

3. Collection and analysis of soil samples from the UST excavation areas; and 

4. Installation of three groundwater monitoring wells and collection and analysis of 
groundwater samples. 

The results of the scope of work and Roux Associates’ findings are discussed below. 

Review of Existing Environmental Reports 
Roux Associates reviewed two environmental reports provided by Fulton/Max 
International (Holdings), Inc.; a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) report 
entitled “Phase I Environmental Site Assessment” prepared by Hydro-Tech 
Environmental Corp., dated January 2, 2007, and a Phase II report entitled “Willets Point 
Asphalt Phase II Investigation” prepared by Spectra Environmental Group, Inc., dated 
February 2007.  The Phase I ESA report identified several recognized environmental 
conditions (RECs), which are conditions indicating a past release, existing release, or 
material threat of a release of hazardous substances or petroleum products onsite.  The 
RECs included the historical presence of gasoline-containing USTs onsite, existing oil-
containing USTs at the Site, soil staining, and the use of the Site as an asphalt plant.  
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These RECs were further evaluated in the Phase II investigation.  The Phase II 
investigation involved the installation of eight soil borings and three groundwater 
monitoring wells throughout the Site.  The laboratory results of the soil and groundwater 
samples did not reveal significant impacts.  One of eight soil samples contained 
concentrations of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) slightly exceeding their respective 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Recommended 
Soil Cleanup Objectives (RSCOs).  The slightly elevated VOCs were detected in Spectra 
soil boring SB-7 and included ethyl benzene and xylenes.  One of three groundwater 
samples from the monitoring wells slightly exceeds its NYSDEC Ambient Water Quality 
Standards and Guidance Values (AWQSGVs) for MTBE (methyl tertiary butyl ether) in 
Spectra monitoring well MW-1.  Ethyl benzene, xylenes, and MTBE are common 
constituents of gasoline. 

Removal of USTs 
On August 24, 2007, Roux Associates personnel visually observed the removal of three 
oil-containing USTs from the Site.  Two 1,000-gallon and one 10,000-gallon USTs were 
excavated by Tully Environmental Inc.  The two 1,000-gallon USTs were integrity tested 
in May 2007 and the 10,000-gallon UST was tested in August 2004.  All three of the UST 
passed the integrity tests and were considered “tight.”  Copies of the tank integrity tests 
are provided in Attachment 1.  Upon their excavation on August 24, 2007, no holes, 
leaking product, or other tank integrity issues were observed by Roux Associates’ 
personnel.  Evidence of the historical gasoline-containing UST was not identified during 
Roux Associates’ limited environmental investigation, nor were Site personnel aware of 
any existing gasoline-containing USTs onsite. 

UST Excavation Soil Sampling 
Roux Associates collected two soil samples from the 10,000-gallon UST excavation pit 
(TP-01N and TP-01S), and one soil sample from each of the 1,000-gallon UST 
excavation pits (TP-2 and TP-3).  The four soil samples were delivered under chain-of-
custody procedures to EcoTest Laboratories, Inc. (EcoTest) in North Babylon, New York.  
EcoTest is a New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) certified environmental 
laboratory.  The four soil samples were analyzed in accordance with the NYSDEC Spill 
Technology and Remediation Series (STARS) guidelines for VOCs using laboratory 
method 8021 and semivolatile organic compounds (SVOCs) using laboratory method 
8270.  Based on a review of the laboratory results, no VOCs or SVOCs were detected at 
concentrations above their respective NYSDEC RSCOs.  The soil results are provided in 
Tables 1 and 2.  Based on the laboratory data, it does not appear that the former oil-
containing USTs significantly impacted the soils at the Site. 

Groundwater Sampling 
To evaluate groundwater quality at the Site, Roux Associates installed three temporary 
groundwater monitoring wells (MW-1 through MW-3).  MW-1 was installed 
hydraulically downgradient of the 10,000-gallon UST excavation pit; MW-2 was 
installed on the northwest section of the Site, and MW-3 was installed on the southwest 
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section of the Site.  The monitoring wells were constructed of 10-feet of slotted PVC 
screen straddling the water table (located at approximately 5-feet below land surface) and 
a three-foot solid PVC riser.  The locations of the monitoring wells are shown in Figure 1.  
Monitoring wells MW-1 and MW-2 were not sampled as per NYSDEC sampling protocol 
because floating product (i.e., liquid phase petroleum) was observed in those monitoring 
wells.  One groundwater sample was collected from MW-3.  The groundwater sample 
was delivered under chain-of-custody procedures to EcoTest.  The groundwater sample 
was analyzed for VOCs using laboratory method 8260, SVOCs using laboratory method 
8270, metals (filtered and unfiltered) using laboratory method 200.7, and total petroleum 
hydrocarbons using laboratory method 8015.  The laboratory results of the groundwater 
samples were compared to the NYSDEC AWQSGVs and are provided in Tables 3 
through 6.  A review of the laboratory data reveals that no VOCs or metals (filtered) were 
detected at concentrations exceeding their AWQSGVs.  Several SVOCs (specifically poly 
aromatic hydrocarbons [PAHs]) were detected at concentrations exceeding their 
respective AWQSGVs.  Total petroleum hydrocarbon was 1.6 milligrams per kilogram.  
Based on the presence of floating product in two of the three monitoring wells and 
elevated PAHs in the groundwater sample from MW-3, groundwater beneath the Site is 
impacted by product. 

It should be noted that the former onsite oil-containing USTs passed recent integrity tests, 
were not observed by Roux Associates to have been leaking upon their removal, and soil 
samples collected from the UST excavations did not reveal evidence of tank leakage.  
The presence of product on the water table beneath the Site does not appear to be from an 
onsite source, but rather is likely due to an offsite spill identified in the NYSDEC files as 
spill number 79-00995.  It should also be noted that measurable floating product has also 
present in an offsite recovery well associated with that spill number directly adjacent to, 
and hydraulically upgradient of, the east side of the Site.  Based on the reports Roux 
Associates has reviewed, the NYSDEC spill number has not been closed. 

Summary 
Based on the results of the limited environmental investigation, Roux Associates has 
identified the following: 

• A previous Phase II environmental investigation found minor soil and 
groundwater impacts at the Site.  Elevated concentrations of VOCs (above 
NYSDEC standards) were detected in one of eight soil samples and in one of 
three groundwater samples.  The elevated compounds are associated with 
gasoline, which is not used onsite and are likely due to an offsite source. 

• Soil staining associated with the historical use of the Site as an asphalt 
manufacturing plant is present. 

• The three former oil-containing USTs have been removed and, based on 
laboratory results of soil samples collected from the UST excavations, it does not 
appear that they significantly impacted Site soils. 
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Table 1.  Summary of Volatile Organic Compounds Detected in Soil Samples, Willets Point Asphalt

NYSDEC Sample Designation: TP-01N TP-01S TP-2 TP-3
RSCOs Sample Date: 08/24/07 08/24/07 08/24/07 08/24/07
(µg/kg)

10000 23 5.5 U 1100 6 U
3300 6.4 5.5 U 2700 6 U

60 5.3 U 5.5 U 5.6 U 6 U
5500 5.3 U 5.5 U 76 6 U
2300 5.3 U 5.5 U 160 6 U

 -- 11 U 11 U 110 12 U
120 5.3 U 5.5 U 420 6 U

10000 5.3 U 5.5 U 5.6 U 6 U
3700 6.4 5.5 U 510 6 U
13000 5.3 U 5.5 U 320 6 U

600 28 5.5 U 180 7.2 
10000 5.3 U 5.5 U 820 6 U
10000 5.3 U 5.5 U 520 6 U
10000 5.3 U 5.5 U 36 6 U
1500 5.3 U 5.5 U 11 6 U
1200 16 U 16 U 930 18 U

Total VOCs: 63.8 0 6963 7.2

Notes:
U - Not Detected
µg/Kg - Micrograms per kilogram
NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
RSCOs - Recommended Soil Cleanup Objectives
Bold - Exceeds NYSDEC RSCO
VOCs - Volatile Organic Compounds

tert-Butylbenzene
Toluene
Xylenes (total)

Isopropylbenzene
m+p-Xylene
MTBE

Naphthalene

n-Butylbenzene
n-Propylbenzene

o-Xylene
p-Isopropyltoluene
sec-Butylbenzene

Parameter
(Concentrations in µg/kg)

1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene
1,3,5-Trimethylbenzene
Benzene
Ethylbenzene
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Table 2.  Summary of Semivolatile Organic Compounds Detected in Soil Samples, Willets Point Asphalt

NYSDEC Sample Designation: TP-01N TP-01S TP-2 TP-3
RSCOs Sample Date: 08/24/07 08/24/07 08/24/07 08/24/07
(µg/kg)

50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U

224 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
61 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U

220 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U

220 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
400 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
14.3 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U

50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
3200 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U

13000 110 U 230 110 U 120 U
50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U
50000 110 U 110 U 110 U 120 U

Total SVOCs: 0 230 0 0

Notes:
U - Not Detected
µg/Kg - Micrograms per kilogram
NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
RSCOs - Recommended Soil Cleanup Objectives
Bold - Exceeds NYSDEC RSCO
SVOCs - Semivolatile Organic Compounds

Naphthalene
Phenanthrene
Pyrene

Benzo[k]fluoranthene
Chrysene
Dibenzo[a,h]anthracene
Fluoranthene
Fluorene
Indeno[1,2,3-cd]pyrene

Benzo[a]pyrene
Benzo[b]fluoranthene
Benzo[g,h,i]perylene

Parameter
(Concentrations in µg/kg)

Acenaphthene
Acenaphthylene 
Anthracene
Benzo[a]anthracene
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Table 3.  Summary of Volatile Organic Compounds Detected in Groundwater Samples, Willets Point Asphalt

NYSDEC Sample Designation: MW-3
AWQSGVs (µg/L) Sample Date: 8/28/07

5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
1 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U

0.04 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
3 1 U

0.6 1 U
1 1 U
5 1 U
3 1 U
5 1 U
3 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U

Acetone 50 10 U
1 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U

50 1 U
50 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
7 1 U
5 1 U
 -- 1 U
50 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U

Dibromochloromethane                    
Dibromomethane                          
Dichlorodifluoromethane                 
Ethylbenzene                            

Carbon tetrachloride                    
Chlorobenzene                           
Chloroethane                            
Chloroform                              
Chloromethane                           
cis-1,3-Dichloropropene               

Benzene                                 
Bromobenzene                            
Bromochloromethane                      
Bromodichloromethane                    
Bromoform                               
Bromomethane                            

1,3-Dichlorobenzene                     
1,3-Dichloropropane                     
1,4-Dichlorobenzene                     
2,2-Dichloropropane                     
2-Chlorotoluene                         
4-Chlorotoluene                         

1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene                  
1,2-Dibromoethane                       
1,2-Dichlorobenzene                     
1,2-Dichloroethane                      
1,2-Dichloropropane                     
1,3,5-Trimethylbenzene                  

1,1-Dichloroethane                      
1,1-Dichloroethene                    
1,1-Dichloropropene                   
1,2,3-Trichlorobenzene                  
1,2,3-Trichloropropane                  
1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene                  

Parameter
(Concentrations in µg/L)

1,1,1,2-Tetrachloroethane               
1,1,1-Trichloroethane                   
1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane               
1,1,2-Trichloroethane                   
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Table 3.  Summary of Volatile Organic Compounds Detected in Groundwater Samples, Willets Point Asphalt

NYSDEC Sample Designation: MW-3
AWQSGVs (µg/L) Sample Date: 8/28/07

Parameter
(Concentrations in µg/L)

Freon 113 1 U
0.5 1 U
5 1 U
5 2 U
5 1 U

10 4 
10 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
 -- 1 U
 -- 1 U
5 1 U
5 1 U
2 1 U

Total VOCs: 4
Notes:
NA - Not analyzed
U - Not Detected
µg/L - Micrograms per liter
NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
AWQSGVs - Ambient Water Quality Standards and Guidance Values
VOCs - Volatile Organic Compounds
Bold - Exceeds NYSDEC AWQSGV

Toluene                                 
trans-1,2-Dichloropropene             
trans-1,3-Dichloropropene             
Trichloroethene                       
Trichlorofluoromethane                  
Vinyl chloride                          

o-Xylene                                
p-Isopropyltoluene                      
sec-Butylbenzene                        
Styrene                                 
tert-Butylbenzene                       
Tetrachloroethene                     

m+p-Xylene
Methylene chloride
MTBE                                    
Naphthalene                             
n-Butylbenzene                          
n-Propylbenzene                         

Hexachlorobutadiene                     
Isopropylbenzene                        
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Table 4.  Summary of Semivolatile Organic Compounds Detected in Groundwater Samples, Willets Point Asphalt

NYSDEC Sample Designation: MW-3
Parameter AWQSGVs Sample Date: 08/28/07

(Concentrations in µg/L) (µg/L)

1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene  -- 1 U
1,2-Dichlorobenzene 3 1 U
1,3-Dichlorobenzene 3 1 U
1,4-Dichlorobenzene 3 1 U
2,4,5-Trichlorophenol  -- 1 U
2,4,6-Trichlorophenol  -- 1 U
2,4-Dichlorophenol 5 1 U
2,4-Dimethylphenol 50 1 U
2,4-Dinitrophenol 10 10 U
2,4-Dinitrotoluene 5 1 U
2,6-Dinitrotoluene 5 1 U
2-Chloronaphthalene 10 1 U
2-Chlorophenol  -- 1 U
2-Methylnaphthalene  -- 1 U
2-Methylphenol  -- 1 U
2-Nitroaniline 5 1 U
2-Nitrophenol  -- 1 U
3,3'-Dichlorobenzidine 5 10 U
3-Nitroaniline 5 1 U
4,6-Dinitro-2-methylphenol  -- 10 U
2-Methyl-4,6-dinitrophenol  -- 1 U
4-Chloro-3-methylphenol  -- 1 U
4-Chloroaniline 5 1 U
4-Chlorophenyl phenyl ether  -- 1 U
4-Nitroaniline 5 1 U
4-Nitrophenol  -- 10 U
Acenaphthene 20 2 
Acenaphthylene 20 1 U
Anthracene 50 1 
Benzo[a]anthracene 0.002 2 
Benzo[a]pyrene  -- 2 
Benzo[b]fluoranthene 0.002 3 
Benzo[g,h,i]perylene  -- 1 
Benzo[k]fluoranthene 0.002 1 
Bis(2-Chloroethoxy)methane 5 1 U
bis(2-Chloroethyl) ether  -- 1 U
bis(2-Chloroisopropyl) ether 1 1 U
bis(2-Ethylhexyl) phthalate 5 1 U
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Table 4.  Summary of Semivolatile Organic Compounds Detected in Groundwater Samples, Willets Point Asphalt

NYSDEC Sample Designation: MW-3
Parameter AWQSGVs Sample Date: 08/28/07

(Concentrations in µg/L) (µg/L)
Butylbenzyl phthalate 50 1 U
Carbazole  -- 1 U
Chrysene 0.002 2 
Di-n-butyl phthalate 50 1 U
Di-n-octyl phthalate 1 U
Dibenzo[a,h]Anthracene  -- 1 U
Dibenzofuran  -- 1 U
Diethyl phthalate 50 1 U
Dimethyl phthalate 50 1 U
Fluoranthene 50 5 
Fluorene 50 1 U
Hexachlorobenzene 0.04 1 U
Hexachlorobutadiene 0.5 1 U
Hexachlorocyclopentadiene 5 10 U
Hexachloroethane 5 1 U
Indeno[1,2,3-cd]pyrene 0.002 1 
Isophorone 50 1 U
N-Nitrosodi-n-propylamine  -- 1 U
N-Nitrosodimethylamine  -- 1 U
Naphthalene 10 1 U
Nitrobenzene 0.4 1 U
Pentachlorophenol 1 10 U
Phenanthrene 50 3 
Phenol 1 1 U
Pyrene 50 5 

Total SVOCs: 28

U - Indicates that the compound was analyzed for but not detected
J - Estimated Value
µg/L - Micrograms per liter
NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
AWQSGVs - Ambient Water-Quality Standards and Guidance Values
--  - No NYSDEC AWQSGV available
SVOCs - Semivolatile Organic Compounds
DUP - Duplicate sample
Note:
Bold data indicates that parameter was detected above the NYSDEC AWQSGVs
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Table 5.  Summary of Metals Detected in Groundwater Samples, Willets Point Asphalt

NYSDEC Sample Designation: MW-3 MW-3 F
Parameter AWQSGVs Sample Date: 08/28/07 08/28/07

(Concentrations in mg/L) (mg/L)

Aluminum  -- 120 0.05 
Antimony 0.003 0.005 U 0.005 U
Arsenic 0.025 0.052 0.01 
Barium 1 0.65 0.11 
Beryllium 0.003 0.005 0.001 U
Cadmium 0.005 0.014 0.005 U
Calcium  -- 97 93 
Chromium 0.05 0.21 0.005 U
Cobalt  -- 0.1 0.005 U
Copper 0.2 0.34 0.01 U
Iron  -- 180 0.14 
Lead 0.025 1.4 0.005 U
Magnesium  -- 75 61 
Manganese 0.3 5.3 1.3 
Mercury 0.0007 0.002 0.00025 U
Nickel 0.1 0.28 0.01 U
Potassium  -- 40 36 
Selenium 0.01 0.01 U 0.01 U
Silver 0.05 0.005 U 0.005 U
Sodium 20 480 500 
Thallium 0.0005 0.005 U 0.005 U
Vanadium  -- 0.29 0.005 
Zinc 2 2.6 0.01 

F - Filtered
U - Indicates that the compound was analyzed for but not detected
mg/L - Milligrams per liter
NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
AWQSGVs - Ambient Water-Quality Standards and Guidance Values (June 1998)
--  - No NYSDEC AWQSGV available
Note:
Bold data indicates that parameter was detected above the NYSDEC AWQSGVs
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Tank Test Results 












