New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

FACT SHEET
February 2006

DEC Proposes Cleanup at 1200 East Main St. Site
Seeks Public Input
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC), in cooperation with the New York State Department of
Health (NYSDOH), Monroe County Health Department
(MCHD), and the City of Rochester, invite you to a public
meeting to discuss the 1200 East Main Street site in the City of
Rochester (see map on page 4). DEC will discuss results of the
environmental investigation conducted on behalf of the City of
Rochester under the auspices of the NYS Environmental
Restoration Program (see program description on page 2). DEC
will also present the proposed cleanup plan for the site.
The public is encouraged to provide comments or offer
suggestions on the cleanup plan (called a Proposed Remedial
Action Plan or PRAP; see summary below ) at the meeting and
during the public comment period (February 13, 2006 through
March 29, 2006). As the remedy for the cleanup is finalized, all
comments received during the public comment period will be
considered. Public comments will be factored into a document
called the Record of Decision or ROD, which will describe the
remedy selected and why it was chosen. As part of the ROD, a
responsiveness summary will provide responses to public
comments and questions received. Work can then begin to
design the selected remedy.

PUBLIC MEETING
February 27, 2006, 6:30 PM
Rochester Public Library
611 N. Winton Rd.
Rochester, New York 14609
Public Comments Welcome
DEC will accept comments on the proposed
plan at the meeting and in writing through
March 29, 2006. Please send comments to:
Gregory B. MacLean, Project Manager
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation
6274 East Avon-Lima Road
Avon, NY 14414-9519

Summary of the Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP):
DEC has prepared a PRAP that summarizes the clean up investigation and outlines the following remedial
alternatives that were evaluated: 1) No Further Action, 2) Monitored Natural Attenuation, 3) Product
Recovery, 4) Source-Area Soils Removal, 5) Groundwater Pump and Treat, 6) Direct Oxygen Injection,
7) Air Sparging, 8) Soil Vapor Extraction, and 9) Enhanced Bioremediation. The PRAP presents the DEC’s
rationale for the proposed selection of the following remedy, which is a combination of alternatives 3, 4,
6, 7, and 8 listed above:

S

Removal and off-site disposal of gasoline found in existing groundwater monitoring wells at the site;

S

Removal and off-site disposal of contaminated soils from areas of the site;

S

Treatment of dissolved petroleum contaminants in groundwater via a direct oxygen injection system
or air sparging system (this decision will be made upon re-evaluation of groundwater quality at the
site following removal of readily recoverable gasoline and contaminated soils). These system would
involve the injection of oxygen or atmospheric air into the groundwater to flush out volatile
petroleum contaminants and stimulate the growth and activity of naturally occurring bacteria that
breakdown petroleum compounds;

S

Installation of a soil vapor extraction system to recover contaminants that are volatilized into soil
gas by the oxygen injection or air sparging system;

S

Continued operation and maintenance of the existing sub-slab ventilation system in the basement
of the adjacent 1214/1216 East Main Street building to prevent site-related contaminants from
entering the structure;

S

Imposition of institutional controls (restrictions on the property’s future use) in the form of an
environmental easement to limit the site to commercial or industrial future use, address residual soil
contamination, ban groundwater usage, and prevent vapor intrusion into any future buildings at the
site. A site management plan would be developed to ensure that the removal of any contaminated
soils in the future is done safely and in compliance with State and Federal regulations; and

S

An operation, maintenance, and monitoring program to track remedial progress and confirm its
effectiveness.

Site History:
The 1200 East Main Street site is a 0.52-acre parcel that was operated as a gasoline filling station and
automobile repair facility from 1928 until 1993 (most recently as a “Pic n’ Pay” station). The City of
Rochester obtained ownership of the property through tax foreclosure in 1998 in order to address possible
contamination issues and return the site to productive use through the Environmental Restoration Program.
A 1,600-square foot one-story building on the site was demolished in January 2003 by the City of Rochester
due to its state of disrepair. Historic use of this facility as an automobile service facility and filling station
resulted in petroleum contamination at the site. There are no records or reports of spills during the site’s
operation. However, past leakage from underground petroleum storage tanks and piping systems/filling
areas is evident (all tanks, pumps, and piping systems were removed during this project). Other potential
sources of contamination identified at the site include a floor drainage system and subsurface vehicle lift
unit in the former building. Waste oil dumping is also suspected to have occurred to the unpaved ground
surface in the northern portion of the property.
Details of the environmental investigation can be found in the September 2005 Site Investigation/Remedial
Alternatives Report which is available for review at the locations listed on page three of this announcement.

About New York State’s Environmental Restoration Program:
A brownfield is an abandoned or under-used property where redevelopment is complicated by real or
perceived environmental contamination. In an effort to spur the cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields,
a $200 million Environmental Restoration Fund was enacted as part of the $1.75 billion Clean Water/Clean
Air Bond Act of 1996. Enhancements to the program were enacted on October 7, 2003. Under the
enhanced Environmental Restoration Program, the State provides grants to municipalities that own
brownfields, but are not responsible for the contamination, to reimburse up to 90 percent of on-site eligible
costs and 100 percent of off-site eligible costs for site investigation and remediation activities.

For More Information:
Documents related to this investigation and the proposed cleanup are available for you to review at:
City of Rochester
Department of Environmental Services
30 Church St., Room 300B
Rochester, New York 14614
(585) 428-6855
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8 AM - 5 PM
(Contact Jane Forbes for an appointment)

Rochester Public Library
Sully Branch
939 Bay St.
Rochester, New York 14609
(585) 428-8208
Hours: Mon & Thu: 12 PM - 6 PM
Tue, Wed, Fri: 11 AM - 6 PM
Sat:
10 AM - 1 PM

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Region 8 Office
6274 E. Avon-Lima Rd.
Avon, New York 14414-9519
Hours: Mon - Fri: 8:30 AM - 4:45 PM
(585) 226-5326
(Contact Lisa LoMaestro Silvestri for an appointment)
We encourage you to contact the representatives listed below with questions, comments or concerns. If you
know someone who would like to be added to the mailing list, please have them contact one of the people
listed below. We encourage building owners to share this Fact Sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post
this Fact Sheet in a prominent area of your building for tenants, employees and visitors to view.

% For Question About the Investigation:
Greg MacLean, Project Manager; (585) 226-5356 or
For Media Inquiries: Lisa LoMaestro Silvestri, Citizen Participation Specialist (585) 226-5326
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
6274 East Avon-Lima Road
Avon, NY 14414-9519

% For Site-Related Health Questions:
Matt Forcucci, Public Health Specialist
NYS Department of Health
584 Delaware Ave
Buffalo, NY 14203
(716 ) 847-4385
Joseph Albert, Senior Pubic Health Sanitarian
Monroe County Health Department
111 Westfall Road - PO Box 92832
Rochester NY 14692
(585) 753-5904

