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INTRODUCTION

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC),
in cooperation with the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH), is
pleased to inform you that design of the selected cleanup plan for the Chem-
Core Site has begun.  The site is located at 1382 Niagara Street, in the City
of Buffalo.  

The site’s soil and groundwater has been contaminated by past disposal of
hazardous waste at the site.  The major contaminants are trichloroethene and
tetrachlorothene, which are classified as volatile organic compounds.  The
next step is to design and construct the remedy selected to clean 
up the site.  

As part of the remedial design phase, pre-design investigative fieldwork will
be conducted.  This pre-design investigation will provide additional data to
better define the extent of soil and groundwater contamination.  The fieldwork
will begin during the week of July 12, 2004, and will involve the installation of
monitoring wells to obtain groundwater samples and soil borings to obtain
subsurface soil samples.   

ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND

The fieldwork for the Remedial Investigation (RI) was completed in March
2002 and a report was issued in July 2002.  The report contained the details
of the investigation, the type and extent of contamination found in various
media and, a health and environmental risk assessments.  

A Feasibility Study (FS) was completed in November 2002 which described
the results of the RI and assessed various methods for remediating the
contaminated areas.  The FS evaluated five remedial alternatives for the site.
Using information from the RI and the FS, the NYSDEC developed a
Proposed Remedial Action Plan.  The proposed plan was presented to the
public for comment late in 2002.  After considering all comments received, the
Department finalized the selected cleanup plan in a Record of Decision (ROD)
issued in January, 2003.  

The selected remedy includes:
C demolition and proper off-site disposal of the building;
C excavation and proper off-site disposal of contaminated soil;
C extraction of contaminated, on-site treatment and proper off-site disposal

of contaminated groundwater;
C a bio-remediation pilot study for the off-site groundwater contamination; and,
C implementation of long-term groundwater treatment operation, and site

maintenance and monitoring.



THE NEXT STEPS: REMEDIAL DESIGN 

The next step in the remedial process is the design and construction of the selected remedy
outlined in the ROD.  Funds from the recently re-authorized State Superfund program will be used
to complete the design.  

The design will involve the following two major tasks: 
1) performing a pre-design investigation; and,
2) preparing design plans and specifications for the different components of the selected

remedy.

The pre-design investigation involves the installation of soil borings to obtain soil samples to identify
and calculate the amount of hazardous and non-hazardous soils for off-site disposal.  A pumping
well will be installed to perform a pump test to estimate the amount of contaminated groundwater
present in the subsurface and design an appropriate treatment system.  Additional off-site
monitoring wells will be installed to define the extent of groundwater contamination in the off-site
area for the implementation of the bio-remediation pilot study.  The field work to perform the pre-
design investigation at the site is scheduled to begin during the week of July 12, 2004 and will be
completed in approximately two weeks. 

The second task involves the preparation of design plans and specifications for soil  excavation,
health and safety during construction, controlling  odors and vapors during excavation, off-site
disposal of contaminated soil, and other construction related activities.  The design is expected to
be completed  by March 2005, with remedial construction beginning during the summer of 2005.
A public meeting will be held to prior to the start of remedial construction activities to review the
data, the remedial design and to describe the construction process.

ALL DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOUR REVIEW

Various site related reports and documents are available for review at the following locations:

NYSDEC Central Office
625 Broadway, 11th Floor

Albany, New York   12233-7013
(518) 402-9812

(by appointment only)

NYSDEC Region 9 Office
270 Michigan Avenue

Buffalo, New York
(716) 851-7220

(by appointment only)

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the project or other environmental aspects of the
site, you may contact the NYSDEC’s project manager, Mr. Vivek Nattanmai at 518- 402-9671; or,
the NYSDEC’s local contact, Mr. Maurice Moore, at (716) 851-7220.  For health related concerns
regarding this site, feel free to contact the NYSDOH’s Mr. Matthew Forcucci, at  (716) 847-4385.


