
 

CBS Corporation Environmental Remediation 
11 Stanwix Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15222 

 

August 16, 2006 

Thomas J. Biel 
Geologist 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Environmental Remediation, Region 9 
270 Michigan Avenue 
Buffalo, NY  14203-2999 

Re: Monthly Operation and Maintenance Report 
NYSDEC Site 9-15-066, Cheektowaga, New York 

Dear Mr. Biel: 

On behalf of the Respondents to the Order on Consent and Settlement Agreement (Index No. 
B9-0381-91-8) (the “Order”), CBS Corporation (CBS) submits this monthly report on the 
status of operation and maintenance (O&M) activities at New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Site No. 9-15-066 in Cheektowaga, New York (the 
“Site”).  Under an Agreement among the Respondents, CBS is managing the Remedial 
Program under the Order.  This report covers activities during the period of July 1 through 
July 31, 2006 and transmits the discharge monitoring report for this reporting period. 

1. Site Activities and Status 

A. On July 19, 2006, CBS submitted to NYSDEC a monthly report on the status 
of both routine and non-routine O&M activities at the Site for the June 2006 
operating period.  That status report also transmitted the discharge monitoring 
data for June 2006. 

B. The recovery and treatment system operated throughout the July 2006 
reporting period. 

C. Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA) conducted routine O&M on behalf of 
CBS. 

D. Severn Trent Laboratories, Inc. (STL) provided analytical laboratory services, 
as required. 
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E. Pursuant to the meeting discussions of June 26, 2006, CBS prepared a work 
plan for phased shut-down of the recovery and treatment system operating in 
the central and southern portion of the Site.1 

F. Also as a follow-up to the June 26, 2006 meeting, CBS prepared a letter to 
NYSDEC laying out its understanding of the agreed-upon actions to be 
undertaken with respect to the Flying Tigers Area (Area P) at the northern end 
of the Site.2  CBS understands that NYSDEC will work directly with 
representatives of the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA) and 
Mercy Flight of Western New York, Inc. (Mercy Flight) regarding vapor 
intrusion controls for the new Mercy Flight operations centers and that NFTA 
will coordinate directly with NYSDEC regarding the environmental restrictive 
covenants to be applied to and the delineation of Area P. 

2. Sampling Results and Other Site Data 

A. In July 2006, the groundwater system recovered an estimated 402,000 gallons. 

B. Attachment A provides the discharge monitoring report for July 2006 based 
on effluent samples collected on July 27 and July 31, 2006.3  Attachment B 
includes the analytical laboratory reports for the effluent samples collected on 
July 27 and July 31, 2006. 

C. In reviewing the treatment system effluent monitoring information, please 
note the following: 

• The flow data are provided via on-site readings and calls into the 
Autodialer.  The maximum daily flow was calculated from these data. 

• The pH data are provided via on-site readings, calls into the Autodialer, 
and laboratory analysis of the monthly effluent sample.  pH data are 
reported only for measurements taken while the treatment pump is 
operating and the system is actively discharging. 

                                                 
1  CBS submitted this work plan to NYSDEC on August 3, 2006. 
2  CBS submitted this letter to NYSDEC on August 8, 2006. 
3  As a result of a problem encountered while shipping the July 27, 2006 from the STL laboratory in Pittsburgh 
to the STL laboratory in North Canton, Ohio for volatile organic compound (VOC) analyses, the VOC samples 
arrived in North Canton with a cooler temperature well above 4° Celsius.  General chemistry and metals 
analyses, which were analyzed at the STL Pittsburgh laboratory, were not affected by this shipping problem.  
The July 27 sample was not analyzed for VOCs, and the effluent was re-sampled on July 31, 2006 for VOC 
analysis. 
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• The reported daily maximum values (pounds per day) are calculated 
using the maximum observed daily flow and the results of the monthly 
effluent monitoring, irrespective of whether the actual maximum daily 
flow occurred on the day of sampling. 

D. For the July 2006 reporting period, the effluent complied with all discharge 
limitations, except for pH.  The minimum observed pH in the discharge was 
6.40, compared to the minimum specified in the discharge authorization of 
6.5.  The average pH of the system discharge in July 2006 (i.e., geometric 
mean of 11 readings) was 6.73. 

3. Upcoming Activities 

A. CRA will continue routine operation of the recovery and treatment system 
until NYSDEC pending NYSDEC review and approval of the termination 
work plan. 

B. As needed, Encotech, Inc. will conduct supplemental maintenance of the 
treatment facility focused on issues related to system sustainability and 
treatment efficiency. 

C. Upon NYSDEC approval, CBS will implement the termination work plan in 
accordance with the schedule provided therein. 

D. CBS will work to support NFTA and Mercy Flight as needed to implement 
the actions agreed upon at the June 26, 2006 meeting to address NYSDEC 
concerns regarding potential vapor intrusion in Area P of the Site. 

4. Operational Problems 

A. In various areas, the collected groundwater exhibits a high hardness and pH 
that are likely related to the use of crushed concrete as fill in site 
redevelopment.  The hardness precipitates as calcium and magnesium 
carbonate.  This fine precipitate rapidly plugs pumps, piping, filters, and 
activated carbon adsorbers, greatly increasing the level of effort required to 
operate the treatment system.  CBS has been unable to implement effective 
measures to address this high solids loading. 

B. The inflow to the collection system exceeds the routine withdrawal rate from 
the three collection sumps.  This imbalance is caused, in part, by downtime for 
sump pump maintenance due to clogging with precipitate.  It is also suspected 
that surface water inflows continue to occur. 
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We trust this submittal satisfies your requirements at this time.  If you have questions 
regarding this status report, please contact me. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leo M. Brausch 
Consultant/Project Engineer 

LMB: 

Attachments 

cc: K. P. Lynch, CRA 
K. Minkel, NFTA 



 

ATTACHMENT A 

DISCHARGE MONITORING REPORT 
JULY 2006 



Flow Monitoring Result gpd Continuous Meter
Discharge Limitation 28,800 gpd Continuous Meter

pH Monitoring Result 6.40 7.09 s.u. 11 Grab
Discharge Limitation 6.5 8.5 s.u. Weekly Grab

Total suspended solids Monitoring Result < 4.0 mg/L < 0.78 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 20 mg/L Monthly Grab

Toluene Monitoring Result < 1.0 ug/L < 0.00019 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 5 ug/L Monthly Grab

Methylene chloride Monitoring Result < 1.0 ug/L < 0.00019 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 10 ug/L Monthly Grab

1,2-dichlorobenzene Monitoring Result < 1.0 ug/L < 0.00019 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 5 ug/L Monthly Grab

cis-1,2-dichloroethylene Monitoring Result < 1.0 ug/L < 0.00019 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 10 ug/L Monthly Grab

Trichloroethylene Monitoring Result < 1.0 ug/L < 0.00019 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 10 ug/L Monthly Grab

Tetrachloroethylene Monitoring Result < 1.0 ug/L < 0.00019 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 50 ug/L Monthly Grab

Cadmium Monitoring Result 0.64 ug/L 0.00012 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 3 ug/L Monthly Grab

Chromium Monitoring Result < 5.0 ug/L < 0.00097 1 Grab
Discharge Limitation 99 ug/L Monthly Grab

Measurement 
FrequencyParameter Daily 

Minimum

Daily 
Maximum 
(lbs/day)

Discharge Monitoring Data
Outfall 001 - Treated Groundwater Remediation Discharge

Cheektowaga, New York Jul-06Reporting Month & Year
NYSDEC Site No. 9-15-006

Sample TypeDaily 
Maximum Units

23,250
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ATTACHMENT B 

LABORATORY ANALYSIS REPORT 
JULY 2006 EFFLUENT SAMPLES 
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