
When fi rst received from the laboratory, results are considered 
preliminary. They have not yet been independently verifi ed for 
accuracy. This important quality control process takes longer, 
and once it is completed, each homeowner will receive the fi nal, 
validated data in writing.

XX-X-XX-SS

How to Read Your Laboratory Report

This is an analytical method 
approved by New York State of 
this type of analysis.

Each sample analyzed has 
been assigned its own 
sample number. The fi nal 
letter(s) of the number letter(s) of the number 
(SS, B, FF, AMB) corre-(SS, B, FF, AMB) corre-
sponds to the location the sponds to the location the 
sample was collected (Sub-sample was collected (Sub-
slab, Basement, First Floor, slab, Basement, First Floor, 
and Outside, respectively.) and Outside, respectively.) 
A separate sheet with A separate sheet with 
results will be provided for results will be provided for 
each individual sample each individual sample 
collected in your home.collected in your home.

This is a number assigned This is a number assigned 
by the laboratory to track by the laboratory to track 
results for this particular results for this particular 
sample. Residents should sample. Residents should 
refer to this number if refer to this number if 
speaking with New York speaking with New York 
State or GE about the State or GE about the 
results.results.

— Your results are reported in the circled column of the table as micrograms per cubic meter of air (ug/m3). These same results are reported in a different unit of measure (parts per 
billion per volume of air or ppbv) in the third column. Both columns report the concentration of each compound in the air sample. For indoor air samples, results in the circled column 
do not exceed New York State’s Indoor Air Guideline if they are below 5 micrograms per cubic meter of air (ug/m3) . For sub-slab air samples, if the level of TCE reported is below 
250 micrograms per cubic meter of air (ug/m3) and TCE is not detected within the living space of the home, corrective action is not considered necessary by New York State.

The samples were 
analyzed by STL 
(Severn Trent 
Laboratory) in 
Burlington, VT, 
an independent lab 
certifi ed by New 
York State to per-
form air sampling 
analysis.

This number is 
assigned by the 
laboratory to track the laboratory to track the 
shipment in which the shipment in which the 
sample was received.

This is the type of 
sample analyzed.

— If a “U“ is listed in either “Q” column (titled “Q” for quantifi er), no detectable levels of the compound were found in the sample. If the results in the circled column are the 
same as the number reported in the RL column and no “U” is listed in the “Q” column, levels of the compound were detected in the sample at the reporting limit. A “J” in the 
“Q” column signifi es that levels of the compound have been detected but are very low and may not have been quantifi ed by the laboratory precisely.

— Results in the RL columns (titled “RL” for reporting limit) indicate the lowest level the laboratory can reliably report. If a “U“ is listed in either “Q” column (titled “Q” for 
qualifi er), no detectable levels of the compound were found in the sample. If the results in the circled column are the same as the number reported in the RL column and no 
“U” is listed in the “Q” column, levels of the compound were detected in the sample at the reporting limit. 

This is the universal 
chemical inventory 
number for this 
particular compound.


