
This document presents the proposed remedial action plan for the 
Waite Road Site, #546023, located on Waite Road in the Town of Clifton 
Park, Saratoga County. 

Site Location and Description 

The Waite Road site is located at the southwestern corner of the 
intersection of Wai te Road and the Boston and Maine rail line in the Town 
of Clifton Park, Saratoga County. The site encompasses approximately 
five acres, including a small pond and wetland area. The site is in a 
suburban to rural area, with approximately a dozen residences within 
one-half mile of the site. Lands immediately adjacent to the site, with 
the exception of the Boston and Maine rail line, are undeveloped and j 
mostly forested. 

Site History 

The Waite Road site was operated as a waste oil recovery and storage 
area by Albany Waste Oil Co., a waste oil transporter. The site received 
waste oil from a large number of generators, including the General 
Electric Company and Niagara Mohawk Power Corp. Releases of waste oi 1 to 
the environment at the site prompted a removal action in 1981, which was 
performed under the NYSDOT oil spill cleanup program in effect at the 
time. 

The 1981 removal action consisted of the remova! and subsequent 
disposal of large volumes of liquid waste oil and contaminated soil, 
including a large waste oil spill at the site. 

After the removal action in 1981, unidentified "midnight dumpers" 
illegally disposed of liquid hazardous wastes into several large tanks 
which remained at the Waite Road site. Subsequent investigations by the 
NYSDEC resulted in the performance of a second removal action by the 
NYSDEC in 1987. 

The 1987 removal action, funded by the New York State "Superfund", 
cansisted of the removal and proper disposal of several thousand gallons 
of liquid wastes and contaminated water from the tanks at the site. The 
tanks were then decontaminated, dismantled, and scrapped. 
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Current  Status 
4 

The c u r r e n t  s ta tus  o f  t h e  s i t e  i s  known from data gathered dur ing  
the pas t  removal ac t ions  and the  r e c e n t l y  completed Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS). 

A group o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  responsib le p a r t i e s  (PRPs) entered i n t o  a 
consent order  w i t h  the  State o f  New York t o  determine the  nature and 
ex ten t  o f  any res idua l  contaminat ion a t  the  s i t e  (Remedial I n v e s t i g a t i o n )  
and evaluate the  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  remedial op t ions  ( F e a s i b i l i t y  Study) t o  
address any res idua l  contaminat ion problems. 

Resul ts  o f  t he  Remedial I n v e s t i g a t i o n  are as fo l l ows :  

Areas o f  s o i l  contaminat ion w i t h  petroleum hydrocarbons and 
po l ych lo r i na ted  b iphenyls  (PCBs) were i d e n t i f i e d  and 
de l ineated.  

The h ighes t  concentrat ion o f  PCBs detected by the l a b o r a t o r y  
on -s i t e  i s  35 ppm, which i s  below the  50 pprn c u t o f f  f o r  
d isposal  o f  s o l  i d  ma te r i a l s  as a PCB waste. Elsewhere 
on-s i te ,  o n l y  twelve samples contained detectable 
concentrat ions o f  PCBs, w i t h  values ranging from 0.027 t o  9.7 
ppm. The balance o f  on-s i te  samples analyzed by the  
l abo ra to ry  d i d  no t  conta in  de tec tab le  concentrat ions o f  PCBs. 

O f  the  t o t a l  19 o f f - s i t e  samples analyzed by the l abo ra to ry ,  
14 d i d  n o t  conta in  de tec tab le  concentrat ions o f  PCBs. Where 
detected i n  o f f - s i t e  s o i l s ,  PCB concentrat ions ranged from 
0.022 pprn t o  1.5 ppm. Only two o f  these samples conta ined 
greater  than 1 pprn o f  PCBs. 

Groundwater sampling showed contaminat ion w i t h  some petroleum 
hydrocarbons, two w e l l s  showed very  l i m i t e d  contaminat ion 
w i t h  Benzene and Dichloroethane. 

Several poo r l y  constructed mon i to r ing  w e l l s  which may 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  f u t u r e  groundwater contaminat ion e x i s t  a t  the  
s i t e  from pas t  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Levels o f  barium which narrowly exceed New York S ta te  d r i n k i n g  
water standards were found i n  two r e s i d e n t i a l  w e l l s  near t he  
s i t e .  It i s  n o t  known i f  t h e  presence o f  barium i s  r e l a t e d  t o  
s i t e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  i s  n a t u r a l l y  occur r ing .  

Enforcement Status 

 he lead enforcement agency f o r  t he  Waite Road s i t e  i s  the  New York 
State Department o f  Law (NYSDOL). 
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The Waite Road case was first filed in December of 1983 against H. 
Eugene Wray, the owner/operator of the site, and Niagara Mohawk Power 
Corporation. In 1984, the General Electric Co. was added as a 
defendant. During the pendency of the action, Wray's company went 
defunct and he was driven into personal bankruptcy. In 1985, General 
Electric and Niagara Mohawk added several other defendants in a 
third-party lawsuit, adding some 100 local gas stations and auto 
dealerships who had had Wray pick up waste oil. 

Over 200 pleadings and more than 20 depositions have been filed 
and taken during the course of the litigation. Motion practice has 
been extensive. 

In 1988 the United States District Court stayed third and fourth 
party practice and ordered a settlement moratorium period to encourage 
the parties to resolve the case prior to 
been submitted to the Court under which, 
will implement the proposed remedial act 

Sumnary of Eva1 uation of A1 ternati ves 

Four remedial alternatives were eva 
portion of this investigation. The four 

trial. A consent judgment has 
inter alia, the defendants -- 
ion. 

luated in the feasibility study 
alternatives were: i 

1) No action, with long-term monitoring 
2) Encapsulation, with 1 ong-term monitoring 
3 )  Pumping and treatment of contaminated groundwater 
4) Source removal and control with post remedial monitoring. 

The no action alternative was not considered feasible because of the 
long-term monitoring and stewardship of the site that would be required, 
and the potential for future releases from the site would be unabated. 

Encapsulation was not considered feasible due to the presence of 
wetlands at the site that would be lost due to construction associated 
with this remedy. On-site encapsulation of waste without treatment is 
also given a low preference. 

Pumping and treatment of contami nated groundwater i s not considered 
feasible for this site due to the low conductivity of the aquifer, the 
unpredictable nature of fractured bedrock aquifers, and the very low 
concentrations of contaminants in groundwater at the site. 

Source removal and control, with post-remedial monitoring, has been 
selected as the preferred remedial option. Under this option, residual 
contaminant sources will be removed from the site, impact on the wetlands 
on and adjacent to the site will be minimized, direct contact hazards 
associated with petroleum contaminated soils will be minimized, and 
surface runoff and erosion of residual petroleum hydrocarbons will be 
control led. 

Page 3 of 5 



D e t a i l s  of Proposed Remedial Ac t i on  

The goa ls  o f  t h e  remed ia t ion  f o r  t he  Waite Road s i t e  are:  

1) removing r e s i d u a l  sources o f  contaminat ion 
2 )  decommissioning and g r o u t i n g  o f  p o o r l y  cons t ruc ted  o n - s i t e  

w e l l s  t o  min imize t he  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  groundwater con tamina t ion  
3 )  c o n t r o l l i n g  sur face  r u n o f f  and e ros ion  t o  p reven t  m i g r a t i o n  o f  

petroleum-contaminated s o i l s  
4 )  m in im ize  impact on ad jacen t  wet lands 
5) m in im ize  d i r e c t  con tac t  w i t h  pet ro leum contaminated s o i l s .  

These goa ls  w i l l  be achieved by implement ing t h e  f o l l o w i n g  remedial  
program: 

- S o i l s  c o n t a i n i n g  g rea te r  than one percen t  pet ro leum hydrocarbons 
w i l l  be removed from the  s i t e .  S o i l s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  
former tank  a rea  (eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  s i t e )  and t he  s p i l l  area 
(wes t -cen t ra l  p o r t i o n  o f  s i t e )  w i l l  be removed t o  a  depth o f  
approx imate ly  one f o o t  below grade. As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s o i l  
removal, s o i l s  con ta in i ng  e l eva ted  l e v e l s  o f  PCB w i l l  a l s o  be 
removed, a l though t h i s  m a t e r i a l  would n o t  be cons idered a PCB 
waste due t o  t h e  low concen t ra t i on  p resen t .  Approx imate ly  650 i 

cub i c  yards  o f  s o i l  w i l l  be removed. 

-The s i t e  w i l l  be regraded t o  c o n t r o l  f u t u r e  su r f ace  water r u n o f f  
and e ros ion .  

-A one- foo t  t h i c k  l a y e r  o f  c lean  s o i l  w i l l  be p laced  over t h e  s i t e  
t o  i s o l a t e  r e s i d u a l  petroleum-contaminated s o i l s ,  and t h e  s i t e  
wi  11 be revegetated.  

- E x i s t i n g  p o o r l y  cons t ruc ted  mon i t o r i ng  w e l l s  w i l l  be decommissioned 
by reaming and g r o u t i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  v e r t i c a l  m i g r a t i o n  pathway 
these w e l l s  c u r r e n t l y  represen t .  

-S ix  new m o n i t o r i n g  w e l l s  w i l l  be i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  t o  p rov ide  
a d d i t i o n a l  post - remedia l  mon i t o r i ng  p o i n t s .  

-A cont ingency p l a n  w i l l  be developed t o  contend w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  
problems t h a t  may a r i s e  du r i ng  and a f t e r  remed ia t ion .  

-A post - remedia l  groundwater m o n i t o r i n g  p l a n  w i l l  be implemented t o  
demonstrate t h a t  groundwater i s  n o t  be ing  impacted. T h i s  
mon i t o r i ng  w i l l  u t i l i z e  a t o t a l  o f  n i n e  m o n i t o r i n g  w e l l s ,  and w i l l  
i n c l u d e  semi-annual groundwater a n a l y s i s  f o r  Ta rge t  Compound L i s t  
v o l a t i l e  o rgan j c  compounds i n  con junc t i on  w i t h  a  l i b r a r y  search f o r  
non- targeted compounds t o  i d e n t i f y  and q u a n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l l y  mob i l e  
pet ro leum hydrocarbons. Tests f o r  t o t a l  pe t ro leum hydrocarbons and 
bar ium w i l l  a l s o  be performed. 
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Post  Remedi a1 Moni t o r i  nq 

The schedule f o r  post-remedial  mon i t o r i ng  c a l l s  f o r  semi-annual 
m o n i t o r i n g  f o r  f i v e  years.  A f t e r  f i v e  years,  t h e  Department w i l l  
determine i f  f u r t h e r  m o n i t o r i n g  i s  t o  be r e q u i r e d .  
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