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-Cleanup ' crews began

‘Cum,, jrland Ba Monday

initially. st
‘mer, is. designed to remove. wood chips and other
debrls, at has mad [its. way to shore from a large

od chips) throughout
state, municipal ‘and
Department :of

:‘ s will be remo ing
Cumoerland Bay at- th

v1ronmental Consarvatlon PrOJect Manager Lechr

Dolata sald

materlals w1th rakes and large vacuums. o
- 'The debris will be piled offshore alon
Cumberland Avenue, tested ‘and then transporte
to a disposal site downstate TR #
Dolata said there is no 1mm1nent danger. from !
.chlpa-wbut the‘pubhc should avoid contact -
with the debris; i
- “The purpose of this cleanup is to minimize ex-
posure to the public,” Dolata said.

According to information from the. state
Department of Health, people can 'swim in the
‘water and if water is swallowed it is not harmful.

= Wood chips and other, debris from the site, how-
.ever, should not'be used as mulch or compost and
Ehould not be dlS rded w;th regular trash. :

)

ontammated wood. . chips from

! Cumberlan' Bay for several decades before 1973

wearly_ l97OS when the City of Plattsburgh began

‘torbe’ dredged someday. Officials estimated earlier
[\

through the middle of October, Dolata sa1d
The u ged sludge bed is about 75 acres. It
; .of wood pulp, wood ch1p and thler

source of thebed.

" But. accordmg to. document :
Department wood-product industrie nea Platt~
sburgh discharged their processing wastes into’

‘the northwestern part of the bay
lcox Dock and Scomotion Creek.
Untreate waste disposal to the bay ended in the

sewage treatment plant.. .

The' contamination was discovered in” I992 For
years before that, many thought the sludge ‘bed
was. just a foul- smelhng nulsance, the Health
Department report, said. # Er

. Cleanup.and removal of the contamxnated debrls
in Cumberland Bay began last year, and workers
removed nearly 200 tons of material. -

“Dolata said the sludge bed will most hkely haVe

‘tha removal of the s1te could cost. about




