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D8C À!{I¡OTTNCES PROPO8ED CLEJANUP P&À¡¡ FOR EU¡ûBERL.AND BAÏ gÛTDGB BED
Plan to restore full uee of sitE releaged for eommsnt

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) today released for public comment a proposed cleanup plan
for Cumberland Bay in Lake Champlain that, calls for the dredging
and removal of PCB-contaminated sludge.

The 34-acre sludge bed is adjacent to Wilcox Dock in the
City of Plattsburgh. It has been on the State Registry of
Inactive Hazardous Waste Sites since November L994 and is a Class
2 Eite, meaning it presents a significant, threat to public health
and the environment. Action is required to clean up these sites.

DECrs proposed remedy calls for:
* isolating the sludge bed with temporary sheet piling and

silt curtains;
* removing the sludge bed through dredging and dry

excavation;

* eonstructing and operating a ternporary dewatering facility
and wastewater treatment facitity;

* transporting the dewatered sludge off site for disposal at
a pernitted landfill; and

* conducting follow-up fish sarnpling and fish monitoríng.

Because of intense public interest in the cleanup strategy,
DEC has extended the public comment period from 30 to 60 days,
with comments accepted through Sept. L2, L997. DEc also is
planning two public meetings on the plan. They will be held
l{ednesday, JuIy 30, and Thursday, Aug. 28, at 7 p.n. in Room 2080

Yokum HalI at the State University of New York CoIIege at
Plattsburgh.
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The dcwabered sludge would be taken t,o an existing permit,ted
hazardous waste dÍsposal facility. other non-hazardous sludge
eould be t.aken to a solid waste }andfilt at the landfill o\dnerrs

request.
The tv¡o other alt,ernatives, eonstructing a permanent

hazardous waste storage facility in the lake or on the shoreline,
are lese costly but do not eomply with Department policy or State
Environmental Law in Èhat they would result in an unacceptable
loss of natural resources of the state. Specifically, in-lake or
shoreline disposal represents an unacceptabte loss of aquatic
habitat and lake bottom.

DEC will consider public comments in its proposal before
issuing a final cleanup plan.

This is the second round of public meetings on the sludge
bed problem. A draft feasibility study evaluating the different
remedial alternatives was released in 1996 for public review.

The proposed remedial action plan can be reviewed at:
* Plattsburgh Public Library, oak and Brinkerhoff streets,

Plattsburgh;
* DEC Region 5 headquarters, Route 86, Ray Brook, Essex

County; and

* DEC Central office, Room 228, 50 Wolf Road, Colonie,
Albany County.
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