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DEC Proposes Ongoing
Remediation At Former
Amphenol Site in Sidney

By Allison Collins

The New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conser-
vation held a public hearing on
Wednesday, Sept. 4 o discuss its
“No Further Action” remedy pro-
posal for the former Amphenaol
site at 40-60 Delaware Avenue in
the village of Sidney. Roughly 20
cltizens, including Sidney Mayor
Andy Matviak, anended.

DEC and New York State De-
partment of Health officials said

the proposed remedy will con-
tinue mitgating and monitor-
ing soll vapors and groundwater
contamination at the site, with
plans for an environmental ease-
ment on the entire 42-acre parcel
and a longterm site management
plan.

“No further action’ does not
mean we re walking away,” DEC
project manager Joshua Haugh
sald "It means we're going to
keep doing what we're doing”

See DEC Proposal page 4
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Allison Colina The Reporter

DEC Project Manager Joshua Haugh discusses previous contamination levels at the former Sidney Am-
phenol site during a Sept. 4 public hearing.

Haugh noted that, as the one-
tme site of a major manufactu-
ing plant, the property has "been
subject 10 an extensive remedial
history, spanning decades”

“All existing systems will con-
tinue to operate and be main-
tained, including two ground-
waler (reatment systems, all
offsite vapor mitigation systems
and existing site covers (such
as) slabs, pavements and soll]
he continued. *In addition, the
proposed remedy Includes a site
management plan... with a mon-
ltoring program, Inspections, a
maintenance plan and an exca-
vation plan. And an environmen-
tal easement will_. indicate that

terize suspected Inactive haz-
ardous waste disposal sites and
investigate and remediate those
shtes found to pose a significant
threat to public health and envi-
ronment”

DEC efforts, Haugh sald, are
primarily concentrated at the
two state superfund sites on the
former Amphenol location.

“Based on evaluation of all sev-
en solid waste management units
identified, two required correc-
tive action,” he said. “Ground-
water contamination was dis-

covered (at) the West Well and
plating area, including the West
Well parking lot, because spent
plating oils were historically ap-
pllndndupnthghthnhﬂ

(in the mid-"90s) at Wes: Well
and Is pumped to induce hy-
draulic capture” he sald. “That
draws about 4 milllon gallons of
contaminated water a month._
and the weated water Is used at
the (remaining) plating facility
and then weated at thelr treat-
ment plant. A second IRM was
installed in the boller room In
1996

In the intervening decades,
Haugh noted, the IRMs have
proven effective.

“In 30-plus years, we've seen
significant reductions in ground-
water contamination” he sald
“and now most are at or near
drinking-water standards”™ Lev-
els in the shallow wells of the



Program, or Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act (RCRA),
and the New York State Inactive
Hazardous Waste Disposal Site
Remedial Program.

“Each (program ) follows a sim-
ilar process of investigation and
cleanup,” he noted.

According to a DEC-issued
statement, "RCRA requires cor-
rective action for releases of
hazardous waste and hazardous
constituents to the environment
(and) the New York State Inac-
tive Hazardous Waste Disposal
Site Remedial Program, or state
superfund, Is an enforcement
program to ldentify and charac-

the northeast end of the site was
Identified (for groundwater con-
tamination) when a large under-
ground storage tank assoclated
with the boiler room sysitem was
removed”

Groundwater comtamination
levels and soil vapors tested in
the 1980s and 90s were “all con-
sistent with a site for manufac-
turing” Haugh sald. He named
contaminants at a rate of 4,500
pmpuhllhn[wedm

water standard of
Sppb}mlhtlhalluwudhnur
the boller room as an example.

Such levels, Haugh said, ne-
cessitated  Implementation of
two interim remedial measures,
or IRMs. DEC testing, he noted,
looks especially for volatile or-
ganic compounds, or VOCs, and
polychlorinated biphenyls, or
PCBs. Levels, officlals sald, are
monitored continuously.

A groundwater extraction and
treatment system was installed

have to between 5 and
10 ppb.
“Over decades of data, we are



tensive, then we address things
as needed; If it's not, things go

he sald. "We are sched-
uled by Sept. 30 o select the rem-



sald. “(Having) one superfund
site makes the (property) subject
to the same site management
plan, all implemented and paid
for by Amphenol, under DEC
and DOH oversight” An annual
cost associated with the propos-
al DEC officials sald, has vet 1o
be determined.

tensive, then we address things
as needed; If it's not things go
quicker” he sald. "We are sched-
uled by Sept. 30 wo select the rem-
edy, but If that doesn’t happen
because of significant public is-
sue, then It doesn't happen”

The full draft can be viewed at
the Sidney Memorial Public Li-
brary, the DEC regional office or
online at dec_gov.

For more information, contact
Haugh at 518- 357-2008 or Josh-

ua Haugh@dec.ny.gov.





