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FINAL ENGINEERING REPORT 
 

1.0 BACKGROUND AND SITE DESCRIPTION 

Columbia County entered into a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA) with the New 

York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) in March 1995, to 

investigate and remediate a 7.4-acre property located in the Town of Ghent, Columbia 

County, New York. The VCA was entitled: In the Matter of the Development and 

Implementation of a Response Program for Old Ghent (Talarico) Landfill by the County 

of Columbia, New York, Volunteer, Order  (Index No: A4-0327-95-04). A copy of the 

agreement is provided in Appendix A.  

 

The site is located in the County of Columbia, New York and is identified on the Ghent 

Tax Map #83-1 Block 55, Lots 211, 212, and 220.  The site is situated on an 

approximately 7.4-acre area bounded by residential properties to the north and south, 

an isolated wet area to the east, and extensive rock outcroppings to the west (see 

Figure 2).  At the time of remediation, the contaminated areas were owned by three 

residents; Ms. Sophie Zucco, Mr. William Miner, and Mr. and Mrs. William Whitbeck.  

Several properties also abutted the contaminated landfill property; these were owned 

by Mr. William Satter, Mr. Donald Bartel, Mr. John Wishon, and Mr. Douglas Alamillo.  

The boundaries of the landfill site, overlying properties, and surrounding properties can 

be seen on Figure 2. 

  

The VCA provides as follows (excerpts from VCA):  

 

4. Volunteer has not taken title to the Site, has not previously owned or 
operated the Site, has not deposited, or caused to be deposited, any 
hazardous wastes on the site and is not otherwise responsible for 
the hazardous waste (“environmental conditions”) at the Site that 
may exist as of the effective date of this Order. However, Volunteer, 
desirous of implementing a response program acceptable to the 
Department sufficient to protect the human health of the residents of 
Columbia County, consents to the terms and conditions of this 
Order. 
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5. The Department so orders and the Volunteer agrees that the goals 

of this Order are: 
 

A. for the volunteer to implement a Department-approved 
Response Program for the Site (“Response Program”), and 

 
B. for the Department and the Trustee of New York State’s 

environmental resources, (the “Trustee”) under the 
circumstances described within this Order, to release 
Volunteer and its successors and assigns, under the 
conditions set forth in this Order, from any and all claims, 
actions, suits and proceedings (including but not limited to 
any claims for State administrative costs) by the Department 
or by the Trustee, which may arise under any applicable 
present or future laws as a result of environmental conditions 
at the Site that exist as of the effective date of this Order. 

 
*          *          * 

 
I. Performance and Reporting of the Response Program 

 
A. The Volunteer has submitted and the Department has 

approved a Response Program Work Plan (annexed as 
Appendix C) describing how the landfill cover will be 
provided. The Response Program Work Plan includes the 
following: 

 
*          *          * 

 
E. Within the schedule contained in the Response Program 

Work Plan, Volunteer shall submit to the Department a final 
engineering report. The final engineering report shall include 
“as-built” drawings showing all changes made during 
construction, to the extent necessary; and a certification that 
the Response Program was implemented and all construction 
activities were completed in full accordance with the 
Response Program Work Plan and this Order. The final 
engineering report, including the “as built” drawings and 
certification must be prepared, signed, and sealed by a 
professional engineer. 

 
 

In accordance with Section I.E of the VCA, in September, 1997, the following as-built 

engineering report was prepared: Closure Certification Report for the Talarico Landfill, 

Prepared for: Columbia County Board of Supervisors, 401 State Street, Hudson, New 
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York 12534, Prepared By: Crawford & Associates, 551 Warren Street, Hudson, New 

York 12534, C&A #H0326.00, September 1997. A copy of the 1997 Closure 

Certification Report is attached hereto as Appendix B. 

 

In a letter dated September 29, 1997, the Department confirmed that it “consider[ed] 

the Interim Remedial Measure (Landfill cap) to be complete” and further “commend[ed] 

the County DPW for a job well done.” 

 

DEC also confirmed its approval of the satisfactory completion of the Response Plan in 

its inspection reports dated March 4, 1997 and June 24, 1998. 

 

Attached to the Closure Certification Report (as part of Appendix 4) is an Inactive 

Hazardous Waste Site Operations and Maintenance Report executed by Kenneth R. 

Shaw on March 4, 1997 and approved by Eric Hamilton on the same date stating as 

follows: 

 

Conclusions: 

Remedy Effective?  ■Yes   □ No: 

 

ROD Compliance? ■ Yes   □No: 

 

Consent Order Compliance?    ■Yes   □ No: 

 

Also attached to the Closure Certification Report (as part of Appendix 4) is an Inactive 

Hazardous Waste Site Operations and Maintenance Report executed by Walter 

Wintsch on June 24, 1998 approved by Eric Hamilton on the same date stating as 

follows:  
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Conclusions: 

Remedy Effective?  ■Yes   □ No: The remedy is effective as far as 

removal of the hazardous waste threat. There are other problems, 

specifically, concern over cap erosion and the negative visual impact of 

iron rich leachate. 

 

ROD Compliance? □ Yes   □No:  Not applicable; ROD has not been 

signed. 

 

Consent Order Compliance?    ■Yes   □ No: The work completed is 

within consent order compliance. However, the consent order does not 

address responsibility for future O&M costs. 

 

The Department approved Response Plan for the Site is hereinafter referred to as 

“Response Plan” and/or the “Workplan for the Talarico Landfill.” The scope of this FER 

is limited to Columbia County’s obligation under the VCA. Columbia County was 

obligated under the VCA to implement the Response Plan and prepare a Final 

Engineering Report. In 1997, when the FER (a.k.a. 1997 Closure Certification Report) 

was prepared by Crawford & Associates Engineering, P.C., the DEC had not issued a 

ROD for this site.  As a matter of law, according to Young/Sommer LLC, Crawford & 

Associates Engineering, P.C. can only certify the work that it inspected and was 

described in the 1997 FER. At the request of the Department, an attempt has been 

made to reformat the 1997 FER to the FER format in DER-10. Crawford & Associates 

certification is limited to the scope of and documentation contained in the 1997 

FER/Closure Certification Report. 

 

The correspondence between the Department, DOH and Columbia County (and its 

engineer) from March, 1995 through 1997 that can be located in the County’s files is 

attached hereto as Appendix H. 
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2.0 REMEDIAL ACTION OBJECTIVES 

According to the Workplan for the Talarico Landfill, the tasks of the project were 

“intended to prevent casual human contact with the barium compound on the surface 

of the Landfill”.  These goals are mirrored by the modern DEC Remedial Action 

Objectives (RAO’s) provided below. 

 

2.1 Soil RAOs 

RAOs for Public Health Protection 

• Prevent ingestion/direct contact with contaminated soil. 

• Prevent inhalation of, or exposure to, contaminants volatilizing from 

contaminated soil. 

RAOs for Environmental Protection 

• Prevent migration of contaminants that would result in groundwater or 

surface water contamination. 

• Prevent impacts to biota due to ingestion/direct contact with 

contaminated soil that would cause toxicity or bioaccumulation through 

the terrestrial food chain.  

 

2.2 Surface Water RAOs 

RAOs for Public Health Protection 

• Prevent ingestion of contaminated water. 

• Prevent contact or inhalation of contaminants from impacted water 

bodies. 

• Prevent surface water contamination that may result in fish advisories. 

RAOs for Environmental Protection 

• Prevent impacts to biota due to ingestion/direct contact with 

contaminated surface water that would cause toxicity or bioaccumulation 

through the marine or aquatic food chain. 
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3.0 DESCRIPTION OF SELECTED REMEDY 

The site was remediated in accordance with the remedy approved by the NYSDEC in 

the Response Plan for the Talarico Landfill dated March 1995.  The approved 

Response Plan has been attached as Appendix C.  

 

The following are the components of the remedy identified by the Department: 

1. Construction and maintenance of a soil cover system consisting of 12” of 

Columbia County Health Department approved cover material and 6” of top 

soil to prevent human exposure to remaining contaminated soil/fill remaining 

at the site. 

2. Construction and maintenance of a geotextile material with a 6” topsoil cover 

near the residences, but not placed over the septic systems and leachfields.  

Construction of retaining walls to separate the geotextile areas from the 

remainder of the landfill cover. 

3. Seeding of the entire landfill area to cultivate vegetation. 

4. Execution and recording of an Environmental Easement to restrict land use 

and prevent future exposure to any contamination remaining at the site.  

5. Preparation of a Site Management Plan for long term management of 

remaining contamination as required by the Environmental Easement, which 

includes plans for: (1) Institutional and Engineering Controls, (2) monitoring, 

(3) operation and maintenance and (4) reporting. 

 

A copy of the draft Proposed Remedial Action Plan dated March, 1995 (“DPRAP”) is 

attached as Appendix D. Upon information and belief, no Record of Decision was ever 

issued for this site. The DPRAP provided as follows: 

 

This Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) describes the 
capping program recently designed for this site, and 
discusses the rationale for selecting capping as the final 
remedy for the site. 
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In addition to presenting this PRAP, the Departments are 
also presenting their plan to reclassify the Talarico Landfill 
as class “4” on the Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste 
Sites in New York State.  Class “4” sites have been properly 
remediated or closed and require continued management. 
The site will be monitored for at least one year following 
capping at which point a final reclassification to “5” may be 
proposed. 

 
Items 1, 2 and 3 above were incorporated into the VCA and their completion was 

confirmed and documented in the Closure Certification Report dated September, 1997, 

and, are the focus of this report. 

 
 
4.0 INTERIM REMEDIAL MEASURES, OPERABLE UNITS, AND REMEDIAL  

      CONTRACTS 

The remedy for this site was performed as an interim remedial measure.  The 

information and certifications made in the March 1995 Workplan, and, the September 

1997 Closure Certification Report for the Talarico Landfill were relied upon to prepare 

this report and certify that the remediation requirements of the VCA have been met. 

 

5.0 DESCRIPTION OF REMEDIAL ACTIONS PERFORMED 

Remedial activities completed at the site were conducted in accordance with the 

NYSDEC-approved Response/Work Plan for the Talarico Landfill site (March 1995).  

Deviations from the Response/Work Plan are identified in Section III of the 1997 

Closure Certification Report. 

 

5.1 GOVERNING DOCUMENTS 

5.1.1 Site Specific Health & Safety Plan (HASP)  

Under Section 1.A.3 of the VCA, Columbia County prepared a Site Safety Plan. 

The Site Safety Plan was developed to ensure worker safety during the 

implementation of the Response Program at the Talarico Landfill.  The Site 

Safety Plan (HASP) was complied with for all remedial work performed at the 

site.  All remedial work performed under this Response Program was in full 

compliance with governmental requirements, including site and worker safety 
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requirements mandated by Federal OSHA.  A copy of the HASP can be found in 

Appendix E.  

 

5.1.2 Solid Waste Landfill Safety & Health Plan  

This document was included as Appendix A of the HASP discussed in Section 

4.1.1 of this report which was approved by the NYSDEC. It describes the 

potential hazards and causes of emergencies that may be encountered at any 

landfill site.  Additionally, it describes standard safety practices, environmental 

monitoring, and personal protective equipment specifications. 

 

5.2 REMEDIAL PROGRAM ELEMENTS 

5.2.1 Contractors and Consultants 

Columbia County agreed to undertake the remediation project using their 

highway department employees.  David Crawford, P.E., of Crawford & 

Associates Engineering, is the engineer of record for the design of the cover 

system.  A Crawford & Associates staff geologist, Gina Calderone, served as 

the on-site project supervisor.  She possessed the required OSHA 40-hour 

Hazardous Waste Training for the role. 

 

5.2.2 Site Preparation 

Prior to the commencement of construction, the landfill area was flagged and 

verified by the DEC.  The septic system areas of the residences were also 

flagged, as they were avoided during work.  The existing roadway between the 

Zucco and Miner properties was used as the point of entry to the work site.  The 

construction methods were designed in such a way that equipment contact with 

contaminated surface soil was avoided – refer to section 4.2.3 below for details.  

This reduced the number of containment measures required on-site. 

 

Measures were taken during the design phase to prevent the anticipated soil 

erosion and sedimentation.  These measures included the use of silt fence and 

hay bales to prevent the material from entering the adjacent stream. 
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A pre-construction meeting was held with NYSDEC on September 18, 1995.   

 

Documentation of agency approval of the Response Plan is included in 

Appendix 2 and 4 of the 1997 Closure Certification Report and in Appendix H 

hereto.  Under Section VIII.J. of the VCA, no other Department approvals were 

required for implementation of the Response Plan. That section provides as 

follows: 

  

This Order constitutes an exercise of the Department’s 
enforcement discretion and accordingly, the remedial activities 
required herein shall be exempt from the provisions of the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act. Volunteer is also exempt from 
any Department permitting requirement in the implementation of 
the Response Program and is authorized to undertake the 
foregoing programs under the authority of this Order. 

 

 

5.2.3 General Site Controls 

The approved Workplan specified that, throughout the construction work, 

monthly inspections were to be performed to ensure that all aspects of the plan 

were implemented correctly. Documentation of several inspections performed by 

C&A geologist Gina Calderone are found and is included in Appendix 2 to the 

Closure Certification Report. 

 

In general, any contact with the landfill material was avoided by halting the 

dump trucks at the site entrance and bulldozing all new material onto the landfill.  

By employing this method, equipment only came in contact with clean fill 

material and also compacted the material during the spreading process. This 

eliminated the need for equipment decontamination zones and truck washes. 

Additionally, the fill material was delivered as needed from a nearby location; 

therefore, extensive stockpiling was avoided. 
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5.2.4 Nuisance controls 

Dust was avoided during the transport of cover materials to the site through the 

use of tarps while hauling.  Disturbance of the landfill materials was avoided by 

dozing over the materials rather than grading the materials. Air testing was 

conducted by Hudson Environmental Services. The results are described in 

Section IV.L of the Closure Certification Report.  

 

Clean cover material was hauled to the site by way of a 3.5 mile truck route on 

local highways and roads; no contaminated materials were trucked off-site.  As 

work was only conducted from 9:00 am through 3:30 pm on Monday through 

Friday, traffic was largely uninterrupted.  Truck traffic did encounter several 

school bus routes, but drivers yielded to the bus drivers on these occasions. 

 

5.3 CONTAMINATED MATERIALS REMOVAL 

Contaminated materials were not removed from the Site. The Response Plan included 

measures to reduce the potential for the generation and release of leachate. The 

Response Plan did not require leachate collection or treatment. 

 

Contaminated materials were capped-in-place in accordance with the methods 

described in the DEC approved Workplan.  Materials were not removed from the site.  

See Section 4.6 for specific types and depths of remaining contamination. 

 

5.4 IMPORTED BACKFILL 

The material utilized for the soil cover system was a silt clay loam subsoil which was 

excavated from a 4-acre Columbia County Wetland Mitigation Area (Phase I) project 

that was happening concurrent to the landfill covering construction.  The soil was 

tested for permeability, which was acceptable to the Columbia County Department of 

Health and the DEC.  The permeability test results and the approval letter are attached 

in Appendix F hereto.   Section V of the Closure Certification Report describes the 

QA/QC on the cover materials. 
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5.5 CONTAMINATION REMAINING AT THE SITE 

All landfill material remains on site.  The soil cover system prevents human contact 

with the contamination and allows for positive drainage preventing runoff from coming 

in contact with the contaminants.   

 

Original landfill material can be expected to be found at an average of 18” below the 

ground surface.  Near the residences, contaminated material still exists below the 

geotextile fabric that was placed during the cover system construction.   

 

5.6 OTHER ENGINEERING CONTROLS 

The Response Plan did not require the construction of any other engineering control 

systems. 

 

5.7 INSTITUTIONAL CONTROLS  

Section VI of the VCA required as follows: 

Volunteer shall request that the Site property owner(s) record an 
instrument(s) with the Columbia County Clerk, to run with the land, that 
shall prohibit the site from ever being used for purposes other than those 
which do not disturb the integrity of the Remedial Program (landfill cover) 
without the express written waiver of such prohibition by the Department, 
or if at such time the Department shall  no longer exist, any New York 
State department, bureau, or other entity replacing the Department.  
Volunteer shall provide the Department with a copy of such instrument 
certified by the Columbia County Clerk to be a true and faithful copy of the 
instrument as recorded in the Office of the Columbia County Clerk, if the 
property owner(s) record such an instrument(s). 
 

In 1995, prior to the implementation of the Response Plan, the County obtained access 

and release agreements from the three property owners of the landfill: 

1. Sophie Zucco 

2. William “Ted” Miner 

3. Whitbecks 

Copies of those agreements are attached as Appendix G. Below is a summary of the 

terms and conditions of those agreements. 
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Paragraph 1: 

 
Zucco: Grants the County access to any area of 

her property to comply with the Order, 
and consents to the implementation of 
the work Plan and DEC approved 
modifications thereto. 

 
Miner:  Same as Zucco agreement, except that 

consent is given to the implimentation of 
the Work Plan and modifications prior to 
September 18, 1995. To the extent DEC 
approves any modifications after that 
date, the County must obtain Mr. Miner's 
written approval of the modification. 

Whitbeck:  Same as Zucco agreement, except that 
the Whitbecks consent to the Work Plan 
and the modifications of which they have 
been given notice. 

 
Paragraph 2: 

 
All agreements are the same, and state that the County 
shall use its best efforts to give 24 hour notice prior to the 
implementation of the Work/Response Plan. 
 

Paragraph 3: 
 
Zucco & Hiner:  Any notices shall be given to the 

landowner at the address or phone 
number next to the signature line. 

Whitbecks:   Notice may also be given to Debra J. 
Willsey. 
 

Paragraph 4: 
 
Zucco &   Miner:   Nothing about the agreement or the 

implementation of the Workplan is an 
admission that the County is 
responsible for conditions in existence 
as of the date of the agreement or 
arising thereafter. 

 
Whitbecks:   Same as Zucco agreement, except that 

the implementation of the Work Plan 
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shall not be construed as an admission 
that the County is responsible for any 
conditions in existence as of the date of 
the execution of the agreement. 

 
Paragraph 5: 

 
All agreements state that the document was executed on 
the date set forth in the first paragraph. 
 

 
 
Paragraph 6: 

 
Zucco & Miner: The covenants set forth in the 

agreement shall run with the land. 
 
Whitbecks: The Whitbecks deleted paragraph 6 in 

its entirety. 
 
 
Paragraph  7 (Whitbeck   paragraph   6): 

 
Zucco & Miner: Executed indemnification and release 
provisions. 
 
Miner: Same as Zucco agreement, except 

that the last sentence states that the 
County will indemnify the landowners 
from all claims, caused by the County 
in the performance of the Work Plan 
“in the future”. 

 
 

Paragraph 8 (Whitbeck paragraph 7): 
 
All parties are requested to record an instrument with the 
Columbia County Clerk that prohibits the land from ever 
being used for purposes other than those that will not 
disturb the landfill cover. 

  
In 2016, the County again solicited the current property owners for deed restrictions.  

Copies of the additional solicitation correspondence are provided in Appendix G. 
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5.8 DEVIATIONS FROM THE WORKPLAN  

Throughout the construction process, several deviations from the Response Plan were 

required in order to deal with conditions that arose in the field or requests from 

landowners. The changes to the Response Plan were described in Section III of the 

Closure Certification Report and are described below: 

 

• Relocation of Miner’s Shed - The original Workplan proposed the demolition and 

removal of a shed on the Miner property.  After the initiation of construction 

activities, the homeowner requested that the geotextile fabric be extended to this 

demolition area to allow him to build a new shed in the future.  This change was 

approved by the DEC in October 1995.  Correspondence documenting this 

deviation is attached in Appendix H. 

 

• Grading and Drainage near Zucco Retaining Wall - The backyard area of the Zucco 

residence was to be enclosed by a retaining wall with 4” PVC drains and fairly level 

grading extending over the landfill area.  However, the need for down gradient 

outlet areas for the drain pipes was posing a problem.  It was determined that the 

cover material behind the wall could be regraded to drain away from the retaining 

wall and eliminate the need for continuous drainage pipe.  Where possible, short 

drain pipes were placed beneath the wall to enable rainwater to exit the backyard.  

Documentation of these changes is attached in Appendix H. 

 

• Drainage Swale on Miner Property - The grading to the east of the Miner property 

was reworked to create a swale along the rear property line.  This action was 

discussed with and approved by the DEC in August 1996.  A letter of approval is 

attached to this report in Appendix H. 

 

• Drainage of Zucco Property - Due to an unusual amount of rainfall in the summer of 

1996, standing water pooled in several areas of the former landfill behind the Zucco 

residence.  In order to remedy these issues, a more permeable material was placed 
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in the areas of extreme saturation.  The topsoil was resloped to drain away from the 

house and garage toward the road.  Followed by reseeding, these deviations from 

the work plan remedied the adverse field conditions.  Several correspondences 

documented these actions and are found in Appendix H. 

 

H:\WORK\4370.0\Final Reports to NYSDEC 2016\FER\Final Talarico FER January 18_2017.docx 
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 Mr. Lonnie Hoyt 

 415 Talerico Road 

 Ghent, New York 12075 

         
  RE: Talarico Landfill, Town of Ghent, New York 
 

Dear Mr. Hoyt: 

      

I am contacting you on behalf of Columbia County (“County”) regarding the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation’s (“DEC”) requests that the County seek certain agreements from property owners of the 

Talarico Landfill located in the Town of Ghent, New York (“Landfill”) providing access and restricting disturbance of the 

Landfill cap. Without having any liability concerning the Landfill or its prior operations, Columbia County voluntarily 

entered into an Order in May 1995 (“Order”) to work with the DEC and undertake certain remedial and closure activities 

for the Landfill. The County voluntarily undertook that work in an effort to protect the health and wellbeing of the 

residents of Columbia County. The DEC is now requesting that the County again endeavor to obtain non-disturbance and 

access agreements from the property owners that own a portion of the Landfill cap. Note that Columbia County does not 

own the Landfill and never operated the Landfill and has no obligation to maintain the Landfill cap. The DEC is requiring 

the access and non-disturbance agreement and will be making whatever arrangements are necessary to protect the integrity 

of the Landfill cap.   

 

 Several decades ago the DEC determined that the Talarico Landfill located on Talarico Road in the Town of 

Ghent, New York, presented a significant threat to the public health and environment based upon the presence of barium. 

The Landfill had been used as a municipal landfill from 1958 to 1970 and apparently received materials containing barium 

as part of disposal operations. The DEC determined that the Landfill constituted an inactive hazardous waste disposal site 

as that term is defined by the Environmental Conservation Law section 27-1301.2.   

 

As acknowledged in the 1995 Order, the Landfill was comprised in part of lands owned by private individuals, 

which were identified at that time as being Zucco, Miner, and Whitbeck. In order to carry out the Work Plan, the DEC 

acknowledged that the County would need the permission of land owners to carry out the work plan. The Order stated, in 

part, as follows: 

 

Volunteer shall obtain all permits, easements, rights-of-way, rights-of-entry, approvals, 

or authorizations, referenced, collectively as ‘authorizations,’ other than  those set forth 

in paragraph J of this section, necessary to perform Volunteer’s obligations under this 

order excepting, however, that in the event Volunteer is unable to obtain any or all of 

the authorizations then Volunteer is no longer bound by this Order. Volunteer is under 

no obligation to pay or provide any consideration to Site property owner(s) for such 

access. The Department will use its best efforts to assist Volunteer in obtaining such 

authorizations. 

 

A copy of the Order is enclosed for your convenience. 

 

The Order further provided that the County would “request” that the land owner record a formal deed restriction 

after the Work Plan work was performed, to prohibit any future use inconsistent with the closure plan for the Landfill. 

Specifically, the Order stated as follows: 



 

Volunteer shall request that the Site property owner(s) record an instrument(s) with the 

Columbia County Clerk, to run with the land, that shall prohibit the Site from ever 

being used for purposes other than those which do not disturb the integrity of the 

Remedial Program (landfill cover) without the express written waiver of such 

prohibition by the Department, or if at such time the Department shall no longer exist, 

any New York State department, bureau, or other entity replacing the Department. 

Volunteer shall provide the Department with a copy of such instrument certified by the 

Columbia County Clerk to be a true and faithful copy of the instrument as recorded in 

the Office of the Columbia County Clerk, if the property owner(s) record such an 

instrument(s). 

 

See Order p. 10 ¶ VI. The language of note from the above Paragraph is the word “request”; there was no obligation for the 

County to affirmatively obtain any such deed restriction.  

 

In September, 1997, the DEC provided the County with written confirmation that the Landfill had been closed in 

accordance with the Order. 

 

The County’s files reflect that the County was engaged in ongoing discussions with the private land owners and 

their legal counsel to obtain access and release agreements between 1995-1997. In fact, a County Board of Supervisor’s 

Resolution dated September 13, 1995, specifically reflects that access and release agreements had been drafted for the 

Zuccos, Miners and Whitbecks. The County also has a copy of signed Access and Release Agreement with the Whitbecks 

dated September 18, 1995.That document provides for access to perform the required work as well as allows future 

maintenance. The Whitbeck Access and Release Agreement also contains a specific request that the Whitbecks agree to file 

the deed restriction identified in the Order. Upon information and belief, Zuccos and Miners were provided with the same 

document and terms.  

 

The DEC has now requested that the County reinitiate its efforts to obtain the deed restrictions. Notwithstanding 

that request, it is the County’s understanding that DEC has recently sent a letter to the underlying private landowners 

seeking voluntarily conveyance of deed restrictions. By this letter, the County is making a similar request and enclosing the 

proposed access and release agreements that were previously communicated by the DEC.  

 

If you have not already done so, the County requests that you execute the access and release agreement before a 

notary public and return the executed agreement to DEC in the attached self-addressed stamped envelope. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the agreement and its effect, you should contact an attorney.  

 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation. You may also contact me if you wish to further discuss 

this matter.  

 

     Very Truly Yours,  

 

 

      

 

     Christopher J. Watz 

 

Enclosures 
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 Mr. & Mrs. Derek McMann 

 389 Talerico Road 

Ghent, New York 12075 

         
  RE: Talarico Landfill, Town of Ghent, New York 
 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. McMann: 

      

I am contacting you on behalf of Columbia County (“County”) regarding the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation’s (“DEC”) requests that the County seek certain agreements from property owners of the 

Talarico Landfill located in the Town of Ghent, New York (“Landfill”) providing access and restricting disturbance of the 

Landfill cap. Without having any liability concerning the Landfill or its prior operations, Columbia County voluntarily 

entered into an Order in May 1995 (“Order”) to work with the DEC and undertake certain remedial and closure activities 

for the Landfill. The County voluntarily undertook that work in an effort to protect the health and wellbeing of the 

residents of Columbia County. The DEC is now requesting that the County again endeavor to obtain non-disturbance and 

access agreements from the property owners that own a portion of the Landfill cap. Note that Columbia County does not 

own the Landfill and never operated the Landfill and has no obligation to maintain the Landfill cap. The DEC is requiring 

the access and non-disturbance agreement and will be making whatever arrangements are necessary to protect the integrity 

of the Landfill cap.   

 

 Several decades ago the DEC determined that the Talarico Landfill located on Talarico Road in the Town of 

Ghent, New York, presented a significant threat to the public health and environment based upon the presence of barium. 

The Landfill had been used as a municipal landfill from 1958 to 1970 and apparently received materials containing barium 

as part of disposal operations. The DEC determined that the Landfill constituted an inactive hazardous waste disposal site 

as that term is defined by the Environmental Conservation Law section 27-1301.2.   

 

As acknowledged in the 1995 Order, the Landfill was comprised in part of lands owned by private individuals, 

which were identified at that time as being Zucco, Miner, and Whitbeck. In order to carry out the Work Plan, the DEC 

acknowledged that the County would need the permission of land owners to carry out the work plan. The Order stated, in 

part, as follows: 

 

Volunteer shall obtain all permits, easements, rights-of-way, rights-of-entry, approvals, 

or authorizations, referenced, collectively as ‘authorizations,’ other than  those set forth 

in paragraph J of this section, necessary to perform Volunteer’s obligations under this 

order excepting, however, that in the event Volunteer is unable to obtain any or all of 

the authorizations then Volunteer is no longer bound by this Order. Volunteer is under 

no obligation to pay or provide any consideration to Site property owner(s) for such 

access. The Department will use its best efforts to assist Volunteer in obtaining such 

authorizations. 

 

A copy of the Order is enclosed for your convenience. 

 

The Order further provided that the County would “request” that the land owner record a formal deed restriction 

after the Work Plan work was performed, to prohibit any future use inconsistent with the closure plan for the Landfill. 

Specifically, the Order stated as follows: 



 

Volunteer shall request that the Site property owner(s) record an instrument(s) with the 

Columbia County Clerk, to run with the land, that shall prohibit the Site from ever 

being used for purposes other than those which do not disturb the integrity of the 

Remedial Program (landfill cover) without the express written waiver of such 

prohibition by the Department, or if at such time the Department shall no longer exist, 

any New York State department, bureau, or other entity replacing the Department. 

Volunteer shall provide the Department with a copy of such instrument certified by the 

Columbia County Clerk to be a true and faithful copy of the instrument as recorded in 

the Office of the Columbia County Clerk, if the property owner(s) record such an 

instrument(s). 

 

See Order p. 10 ¶ VI. The language of note from the above Paragraph is the word “request”; there was no obligation for the 

County to affirmatively obtain any such deed restriction.  

 

In September, 1997, the DEC provided the County with written confirmation that the Landfill had been closed in 

accordance with the Order. 

 

The County’s files reflect that the County was engaged in ongoing discussions with the private land owners and 

their legal counsel to obtain access and release agreements between 1995-1997. In fact, a County Board of Supervisor’s 

Resolution dated September 13, 1995, specifically reflects that access and release agreements had been drafted for the 

Zuccos, Miners and Whitbecks. The County also has a copy of signed Access and Release Agreement with the Whitbecks 

dated September 18, 1995.That document provides for access to perform the required work as well as allows future 

maintenance. The Whitbeck Access and Release Agreement also contains a specific request that the Whitbecks agree to file 

the deed restriction identified in the Order. Upon information and belief, Zuccos and Miners were provided with the same 

document and terms.  

 

The DEC has now requested that the County reinitiate its efforts to obtain the deed restrictions. Notwithstanding 

that request, it is the County’s understanding that DEC has recently sent a letter to the underlying private landowners 

seeking voluntarily conveyance of deed restrictions. By this letter, the County is making a similar request and enclosing the 

proposed access and release agreements that were previously communicated by the DEC.  

 

If you have not already done so, the County requests that you execute the access and release agreement before a 

notary public and return the executed agreement to DEC in the attached self-addressed stamped envelope. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the agreement and its effect, you should contact an attorney.  

 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation. You may also contact me if you wish to further discuss 

this matter.  

 

     Very Truly Yours,  

 

 

      

 

     Christopher J. Watz 

 

Enclosures 
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 Mr. Randolph Zucco 

 391 Talerico Road 

Ghent, New York 12075 

         
  RE: Talarico Landfill, Town of Ghent, New York 
 

Dear Mr. Zucco: 

      

I am contacting you on behalf of Columbia County (“County”) regarding the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation’s (“DEC”) requests that the County seek certain agreements from property owners of the 

Talarico Landfill located in the Town of Ghent, New York (“Landfill”) providing access and restricting disturbance of the 

Landfill cap. Without having any liability concerning the Landfill or its prior operations, Columbia County voluntarily 

entered into an Order in May 1995 (“Order”) to work with the DEC and undertake certain remedial and closure activities 

for the Landfill. The County voluntarily undertook that work in an effort to protect the health and wellbeing of the 

residents of Columbia County. The DEC is now requesting that the County again endeavor to obtain non-disturbance and 

access agreements from the property owners that own a portion of the Landfill cap. Note that Columbia County does not 

own the Landfill and never operated the Landfill and has no obligation to maintain the Landfill cap. The DEC is requiring 

the access and non-disturbance agreement and will be making whatever arrangements are necessary to protect the integrity 

of the Landfill cap.   

 

 Several decades ago the DEC determined that the Talarico Landfill located on Talarico Road in the Town of 

Ghent, New York, presented a significant threat to the public health and environment based upon the presence of barium. 

The Landfill had been used as a municipal landfill from 1958 to 1970 and apparently received materials containing barium 

as part of disposal operations. The DEC determined that the Landfill constituted an inactive hazardous waste disposal site 

as that term is defined by the Environmental Conservation Law section 27-1301.2.   

 

As acknowledged in the 1995 Order, the Landfill was comprised in part of lands owned by private individuals, 

which were identified at that time as being Zucco, Miner, and Whitbeck. In order to carry out the Work Plan, the DEC 

acknowledged that the County would need the permission of land owners to carry out the work plan. The Order stated, in 

part, as follows: 

 

Volunteer shall obtain all permits, easements, rights-of-way, rights-of-entry, approvals, 

or authorizations, referenced, collectively as ‘authorizations,’ other than  those set forth 

in paragraph J of this section, necessary to perform Volunteer’s obligations under this 

order excepting, however, that in the event Volunteer is unable to obtain any or all of 

the authorizations then Volunteer is no longer bound by this Order. Volunteer is under 

no obligation to pay or provide any consideration to Site property owner(s) for such 

access. The Department will use its best efforts to assist Volunteer in obtaining such 

authorizations. 

 

A copy of the Order is enclosed for your convenience. 

 

The Order further provided that the County would “request” that the land owner record a formal deed restriction 

after the Work Plan work was performed, to prohibit any future use inconsistent with the closure plan for the Landfill. 

Specifically, the Order stated as follows: 



 

Volunteer shall request that the Site property owner(s) record an instrument(s) with the 

Columbia County Clerk, to run with the land, that shall prohibit the Site from ever 

being used for purposes other than those which do not disturb the integrity of the 

Remedial Program (landfill cover) without the express written waiver of such 

prohibition by the Department, or if at such time the Department shall no longer exist, 

any New York State department, bureau, or other entity replacing the Department. 

Volunteer shall provide the Department with a copy of such instrument certified by the 

Columbia County Clerk to be a true and faithful copy of the instrument as recorded in 

the Office of the Columbia County Clerk, if the property owner(s) record such an 

instrument(s). 

 

See Order p. 10 ¶ VI. The language of note from the above Paragraph is the word “request”; there was no obligation for the 

County to affirmatively obtain any such deed restriction.  

 

In September, 1997, the DEC provided the County with written confirmation that the Landfill had been closed in 

accordance with the Order. 

 

The County’s files reflect that the County was engaged in ongoing discussions with the private land owners and 

their legal counsel to obtain access and release agreements between 1995-1997. In fact, a County Board of Supervisor’s 

Resolution dated September 13, 1995, specifically reflects that access and release agreements had been drafted for the 

Zuccos, Miners and Whitbecks. The County also has a copy of signed Access and Release Agreement with the Whitbecks 

dated September 18, 1995.That document provides for access to perform the required work as well as allows future 

maintenance. The Whitbeck Access and Release Agreement also contains a specific request that the Whitbecks agree to file 

the deed restriction identified in the Order. Upon information and belief, Zuccos and Miners were provided with the same 

document and terms.  

 

The DEC has now requested that the County reinitiate its efforts to obtain the deed restrictions. Notwithstanding 

that request, it is the County’s understanding that DEC has recently sent a letter to the underlying private landowners 

seeking voluntarily conveyance of deed restrictions. By this letter, the County is making a similar request and enclosing the 

proposed access and release agreements that were previously communicated by the DEC.  

 

If you have not already done so, the County requests that you execute the access and release agreement before a 

notary public and return the executed agreement to DEC in the attached self-addressed stamped envelope. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the agreement and its effect, you should contact an attorney.  

 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation. You may also contact me if you wish to further discuss 

this matter.  

 

     Very Truly Yours,  

 

 

      

 

     Christopher J. Watz 

 

Enclosures 
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 Mr. & Mrs. William Satter 

 441 Talerico Road, Stop 59 

Ghent, New York 12075 

         
  RE: Talarico Landfill, Town of Ghent, New York 
 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Satter: 

      

I am contacting you on behalf of Columbia County (“County”) regarding the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation’s (“DEC”) requests that the County seek certain agreements from property owners of the 

Talarico Landfill located in the Town of Ghent, New York (“Landfill”) providing access and restricting disturbance of the 

Landfill cap. Without having any liability concerning the Landfill or its prior operations, Columbia County voluntarily 

entered into an Order in May 1995 (“Order”) to work with the DEC and undertake certain remedial and closure activities 

for the Landfill. The County voluntarily undertook that work in an effort to protect the health and wellbeing of the 

residents of Columbia County. The DEC is now requesting that the County again endeavor to obtain non-disturbance and 

access agreements from the property owners that own a portion of the Landfill cap. Note that Columbia County does not 

own the Landfill and never operated the Landfill and has no obligation to maintain the Landfill cap. The DEC is requiring 

the access and non-disturbance agreement and will be making whatever arrangements are necessary to protect the integrity 

of the Landfill cap.   

 

 Several decades ago the DEC determined that the Talarico Landfill located on Talarico Road in the Town of 

Ghent, New York, presented a significant threat to the public health and environment based upon the presence of barium. 

The Landfill had been used as a municipal landfill from 1958 to 1970 and apparently received materials containing barium 

as part of disposal operations. The DEC determined that the Landfill constituted an inactive hazardous waste disposal site 

as that term is defined by the Environmental Conservation Law section 27-1301.2.   

 

As acknowledged in the 1995 Order, the Landfill was comprised in part of lands owned by private individuals, 

which were identified at that time as being Zucco, Miner, and Whitbeck. In order to carry out the Work Plan, the DEC 

acknowledged that the County would need the permission of land owners to carry out the work plan. The Order stated, in 

part, as follows: 

 

Volunteer shall obtain all permits, easements, rights-of-way, rights-of-entry, approvals, 

or authorizations, referenced, collectively as ‘authorizations,’ other than  those set forth 

in paragraph J of this section, necessary to perform Volunteer’s obligations under this 

order excepting, however, that in the event Volunteer is unable to obtain any or all of 

the authorizations then Volunteer is no longer bound by this Order. Volunteer is under 

no obligation to pay or provide any consideration to Site property owner(s) for such 

access. The Department will use its best efforts to assist Volunteer in obtaining such 

authorizations. 

 

A copy of the Order is enclosed for your convenience. 

 

The Order further provided that the County would “request” that the land owner record a formal deed restriction 

after the Work Plan work was performed, to prohibit any future use inconsistent with the closure plan for the Landfill. 

Specifically, the Order stated as follows: 



 

Volunteer shall request that the Site property owner(s) record an instrument(s) with the 

Columbia County Clerk, to run with the land, that shall prohibit the Site from ever 

being used for purposes other than those which do not disturb the integrity of the 

Remedial Program (landfill cover) without the express written waiver of such 

prohibition by the Department, or if at such time the Department shall no longer exist, 

any New York State department, bureau, or other entity replacing the Department. 

Volunteer shall provide the Department with a copy of such instrument certified by the 

Columbia County Clerk to be a true and faithful copy of the instrument as recorded in 

the Office of the Columbia County Clerk, if the property owner(s) record such an 

instrument(s). 

 

See Order p. 10 ¶ VI. The language of note from the above Paragraph is the word “request”; there was no obligation for the 

County to affirmatively obtain any such deed restriction.  

 

In September, 1997, the DEC provided the County with written confirmation that the Landfill had been closed in 

accordance with the Order. 

 

The County’s files reflect that the County was engaged in ongoing discussions with the private land owners and 

their legal counsel to obtain access and release agreements between 1995-1997. In fact, a County Board of Supervisor’s 

Resolution dated September 13, 1995, specifically reflects that access and release agreements had been drafted for the 

Zuccos, Miners and Whitbecks. The County also has a copy of signed Access and Release Agreement with the Whitbecks 

dated September 18, 1995.That document provides for access to perform the required work as well as allows future 

maintenance. The Whitbeck Access and Release Agreement also contains a specific request that the Whitbecks agree to file 

the deed restriction identified in the Order. Upon information and belief, Zuccos and Miners were provided with the same 

document and terms.  

 

The DEC has now requested that the County reinitiate its efforts to obtain the deed restrictions. Notwithstanding 

that request, it is the County’s understanding that DEC has recently sent a letter to the underlying private landowners 

seeking voluntarily conveyance of deed restrictions. By this letter, the County is making a similar request and enclosing the 

proposed access and release agreements that were previously communicated by the DEC.  

 

If you have not already done so, the County requests that you execute the access and release agreement before a 

notary public and return the executed agreement to DEC in the attached self-addressed stamped envelope. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the agreement and its effect, you should contact an attorney.  

 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation. You may also contact me if you wish to further discuss 

this matter.  

 

     Very Truly Yours,  

 

 

      

 

     Christopher J. Watz 

 

Enclosures 
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 Ms. Linda Campeta 

 645 Fish & Game Road 

Hudson, New York 12534 

         
  RE: Talarico Landfill, Town of Ghent, New York 
 

Dear Ms. Campeta: 

      

I am contacting you on behalf of Columbia County (“County”) regarding the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation’s (“DEC”) requests that the County seek certain agreements from property owners of the 

Talarico Landfill located in the Town of Ghent, New York (“Landfill”) providing access and restricting disturbance of the 

Landfill cap. Without having any liability concerning the Landfill or its prior operations, Columbia County voluntarily 

entered into an Order in May 1995 (“Order”) to work with the DEC and undertake certain remedial and closure activities 

for the Landfill. The County voluntarily undertook that work in an effort to protect the health and wellbeing of the 

residents of Columbia County. The DEC is now requesting that the County again endeavor to obtain non-disturbance and 

access agreements from the property owners that own a portion of the Landfill cap. Note that Columbia County does not 

own the Landfill and never operated the Landfill and has no obligation to maintain the Landfill cap. The DEC is requiring 

the access and non-disturbance agreement and will be making whatever arrangements are necessary to protect the integrity 

of the Landfill cap.   

 

 Several decades ago the DEC determined that the Talarico Landfill located on Talarico Road in the Town of 

Ghent, New York, presented a significant threat to the public health and environment based upon the presence of barium. 

The Landfill had been used as a municipal landfill from 1958 to 1970 and apparently received materials containing barium 

as part of disposal operations. The DEC determined that the Landfill constituted an inactive hazardous waste disposal site 

as that term is defined by the Environmental Conservation Law section 27-1301.2.   

 

As acknowledged in the 1995 Order, the Landfill was comprised in part of lands owned by private individuals, 

which were identified at that time as being Zucco, Miner, and Whitbeck. In order to carry out the Work Plan, the DEC 

acknowledged that the County would need the permission of land owners to carry out the work plan. The Order stated, in 

part, as follows: 

 

Volunteer shall obtain all permits, easements, rights-of-way, rights-of-entry, approvals, 

or authorizations, referenced, collectively as ‘authorizations,’ other than  those set forth 

in paragraph J of this section, necessary to perform Volunteer’s obligations under this 

order excepting, however, that in the event Volunteer is unable to obtain any or all of 

the authorizations then Volunteer is no longer bound by this Order. Volunteer is under 

no obligation to pay or provide any consideration to Site property owner(s) for such 

access. The Department will use its best efforts to assist Volunteer in obtaining such 

authorizations. 

 

A copy of the Order is enclosed for your convenience. 

 

The Order further provided that the County would “request” that the land owner record a formal deed restriction 

after the Work Plan work was performed, to prohibit any future use inconsistent with the closure plan for the Landfill. 

Specifically, the Order stated as follows: 



 

Volunteer shall request that the Site property owner(s) record an instrument(s) with the 

Columbia County Clerk, to run with the land, that shall prohibit the Site from ever 

being used for purposes other than those which do not disturb the integrity of the 

Remedial Program (landfill cover) without the express written waiver of such 

prohibition by the Department, or if at such time the Department shall no longer exist, 

any New York State department, bureau, or other entity replacing the Department. 

Volunteer shall provide the Department with a copy of such instrument certified by the 

Columbia County Clerk to be a true and faithful copy of the instrument as recorded in 

the Office of the Columbia County Clerk, if the property owner(s) record such an 

instrument(s). 

 

See Order p. 10 ¶ VI. The language of note from the above Paragraph is the word “request”; there was no obligation for the 

County to affirmatively obtain any such deed restriction.  

 

In September, 1997, the DEC provided the County with written confirmation that the Landfill had been closed in 

accordance with the Order. 

 

The County’s files reflect that the County was engaged in ongoing discussions with the private land owners and 

their legal counsel to obtain access and release agreements between 1995-1997. In fact, a County Board of Supervisor’s 

Resolution dated September 13, 1995, specifically reflects that access and release agreements had been drafted for the 

Zuccos, Miners and Whitbecks. The County also has a copy of signed Access and Release Agreement with the Whitbecks 

dated September 18, 1995.That document provides for access to perform the required work as well as allows future 

maintenance. The Whitbeck Access and Release Agreement also contains a specific request that the Whitbecks agree to file 

the deed restriction identified in the Order. Upon information and belief, Zuccos and Miners were provided with the same 

document and terms.  

 

The DEC has now requested that the County reinitiate its efforts to obtain the deed restrictions. Notwithstanding 

that request, it is the County’s understanding that DEC has recently sent a letter to the underlying private landowners 

seeking voluntarily conveyance of deed restrictions. By this letter, the County is making a similar request and enclosing the 

proposed access and release agreements that were previously communicated by the DEC.  

 

If you have not already done so, the County requests that you execute the access and release agreement before a 

notary public and return the executed agreement to DEC in the attached self-addressed stamped envelope. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the agreement and its effect, you should contact an attorney.  

 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation. You may also contact me if you wish to further discuss 

this matter.  

 

     Very Truly Yours,  

 

 

      

 

     Christopher J. Watz 

 

Enclosures 
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