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January 26, 2021 
 
Via Electronic Mail: joshua.haugh@dec.ny.gov 
 
Mr. Joshua Haugh 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  
Region 4 – Division of Environmental Remediation 
1130 North Westcott Road, Schenectady, New York 12306 
 
 RE:  Admiral Cleaners, UST Removal Work Plan 
  617 19th Street, Watervliet, NY (Albany County) 
  NYSDEC Spill No.: 2000950, Call Out No.: 139442, PIN: 08972 
 
Mr. Haugh: 
 
Precision Environmental Services, Inc. (PES), has prepared this work plan to layout the 
procedures intended for use removing the previous exposed underground storage tank (UST) at 
the above referenced site (the Site), (See – Figure 1, for site location detail).  The activities 
described within this work plan will follow standard means and methods used during UST and 
contaminated media removal, combined with those additional requirements put forth by the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (the Department) and their engineer EA 
Engineering’s (EA).  The equipment (means) and techniques (methods) are sufficiently detailed 
in the body of this work plan. 
 
Pre-Removal Preparation 
PES secured a required building permit (#20-182) with the City of Watervliet for the removal of 
the Site UST.  The permit expires January 31, 2021 and will be extended as needed and 
discussed with the City of Watervliet.  PES will coordinate traffic control and sidewalk closure 
needs, for periods when deliveries (i.e., equipment, waste removal trucks, import fill truck) are 
needed.  Minimal disruption to traffic and pedestrian flow along 19th Street, the alley and sidewalk 
is forecasted.  PES will park its vehicles on the property, while others should plan to use street 
side parking in the general vicinity of the Site.   PES has acquired a barricade permit with the City 
of Watervliet (#21-005).  The permit expires January 29, 2021 and will be extended as needed 
and discussed with the City of Watervliet. 
 
UST Removal 
PES will mobilize equipment or means (i.e., rubber tracked excavator with thumb and back blade, 
walk behind saw, hand tools, vac truck for tank liquids, dump trucks for fill deliveries and waste 
disposal, concrete truck for slab restoration, etc.) and materials necessary to remove the 
previously exposed, approximately 300-gallon fuel oil UST at the Site.  Prior to commencement 
of work all parties onsite will take part in a tailgate safety meeting, discuss the work scope and 
review PES’s health and safety plan, including COVID-19 measures and declaration 
acknowledgement.  EA will coordinate and perform all community air monitoring (CAMP) 
activities.  PES will deploy erosion and sediment control barriers (straw wattling or similar means) 
as needed around the work area.  The work area is presented on Figure 2.  Prior to removal 
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activities PES will utilize a walk behind and/or concrete demo saw to cut and score the existing 
slab sections needed to gain thorough access to the excavation footprint.  As directed PES will 
not use hammering means to break down concrete into small pieces.  Should demo saws be used 
PES will use water for dust suppression, as needed.  All concrete pieces will require sizing 
between 1 to 3-feet for acceptable and eventual disposal.  PES will have US Ecology evacuate 
free liquids and sludge from the UST.  PES will have a photoionization detector (PID) and multi-
gas meter onsite for excavation area air, UST removal/cleaning (oxygen and lower explosive limit) 
and soil scan monitoring.  PES will have all necessary equipment to ventilate/inert the tank onsite, 
as needed.  PES will have Biosolve Pinkwater available onsite for odor suppression and poly 
sheeting to cover the excavation, if necessary.  EA and the Department are pursuing a contained-
in determination for the liquids in the UST.  Following liquid removal, the UST and associated fill, 
vent and former boiler feed and return lines will be removed, cleaned, and taken offsite for proper 
recycling and disposal, in accordance with 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 280.70 and 
New York State guidance regarding permanent closure of petroleum storage tanks.  
 
Following UST removal, the 0-feet to 5-feet below ground surface (bgs) interval that was 
previously characterized will be excavated and stockpiled.  EA and the Department are pursuing 
a contained-in determination for the soil from 0-feet to 5-feet bgs, permitting the material to be 
disposed of in a non-hazardous, Part 360 permitted land disposal facility.  Soil observed to be 
grossly contaminated via visual observation or field screening not consistent with material 
sampled for disposal characterization, will be segregated, and stockpiled separately for further 
analytical sampling.  EA had previously determined the footprint for excavation of soil will be 
approximately 225 square feet (see Figure 2).  Following the removal of this 0-feet to 5-feet 
interval of soil PES will stage on double lined poly sheeting, bermed on the edges using straw 
bales (or similar) and covered with poly sheeting once work is complete.  PES plans to use the 
former building slab as the staging surface, specifically along the eastern half of the former dry 
cleaner building which is closest to the alley where waste will be loaded out for disposal.  The 
Department requested a soil sample be collected from this 5-foot interval pile and analyzed for 
total volatile organic compounds (VOC).  The results from this sample interval were received from 
the lab on December 22, 2020. 
 
PES will then continue with removal of soil from 5-feet to 7-feet bgs or the depth to groundwater, 
whichever comes first.  EA and PES acknowledge sidewall stability may also play a role in the 
final depth of soil removal activities.  PES will stage on double lined poly sheeting, bermed on the 
edges using straw bales (or similar) and covered with poly sheeting once work is complete.  This 
material will be kept separate from other material stockpiles.  PES will use the former building 
slab as the staging surface, near the other pile, though distinctly separated.  The Department has 
requested that samples be collected from any material not already characterized.  Samples will 
be collected by EA and analyzed by Eurofins Test America for VOCs via 8260 and TCLP VOCs 
via 8260.  This sample will be delivered under proper chain of custody to EurofinsTest America 
for analysis.  Turnaround time for analysis will be 72 hours or as limited by TCLP analysis. 
 
Following excavation of the roughly 60 cubic yard area, where the UST was located, PES will 
support EA with the collection of confirmatory/documentation samples, then construction of 
injection well (see Attached illustration and chamber specification sheet).  The injection well piping 
will be used to apply the in-situ chemical amendment at a later time.  The chemicals are currently 
in PES’s shop in Ballston Spa, New York and will be delivered to the site when requested by EA.  
EA will perform the injection of the amendment and PES will support as needed.  Following the 
installation of injection piping PES will fill the open excavation to grade with imported fill consisting 
of 1-inch washed stone (i.e., pea stone) or 1-inch crushed stone with no more than 10% fines 
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content.  Imported fill will meet requirements as set forth the DER-10.  Following the completion 
of soil removal from the site PES will pour a 4-6-inch slab, matching up with the existing slab. 
 
Waste Disposal 
Following receipt of soil pile laboratory results PES and EA will coordinate with the Department 
to establish final waste determination (i.e., contained-in or hazardous).  The Department has 
selected US Ecology, their regional standby response contractor, to transport and dispose liquid 
waste generated during UST removal activities.  US Ecology’s transporters and waste disposal 
facilities will be property certified, licensed, and permitted.  PES will support US Ecology preparing 
profiles and coordinate scheduling with them.  Once US Ecology provides PES with the location 
of the disposal facility(s) PES will notify EA and the Department of that decision for final approvals. 
 
PES will mobilize equipment and materials to the Site to load trucks.  Both stockpiles of soil and 
concrete debris (formerly removed slab) will then be properly handled for transport and disposal.  
EA and the Department are pursuing a contained-in determination for concrete debris as non-
hazardous waste.  PES intends to load over the fence into trucks in the alley.  PES will lay poly 
sheeting under and around each truck during loading to catch any loose soil that may not make it 
into the bed (see Figure 2).  Spotters will be used by PES as well to ensure accuracy loading the 
trucks.  PES will coordinate with the City of Watervliet during this day or two to minimize disruption 
to local traffic needs passing down the alley.  During the May 2020 building demolition activities 
trucks were loaded in the alley and activities created minimal disruption. 
 
Following the completion of UST removal and waste disposal activities equipment and tools 
used onsite will be properly decontaminated.  PES will construct a temporary decontamination 
pad, consisting of double lined poly sheeting, bermed along the edges with lumber and pitched 
to a corner for sump pump removal of accumulated liquids.   PES will manually remove solids 
from hand tools, machinery tracks and buckets then use a pressure washer and brushes as 
needed to complete the cleaning process.   All liquids and solids (i.e., soil) will be added to 
existing stockpiles or containerized in drums (i.e., liquids, used decon pad poly) for disposal. 
 
Closure Reporting 
Following the completion of activities PES will provide EA analytical data, tank 
disposal/recycling certification, waste (liquid, soil/solids, concrete) disposal manifests and 
imported fill tickets with quantities.  EA will issue the final closure report as part of the site 
construction completion report.  Elevation depths will be documented by PES and EA during 
excavation activities for inclusion with the final surveying.  Should you have any questions 
please contact the undersigned at 518-885-4399. 
 
Sincerely. 
PRECISION ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 

 
Brian Neumann                                                                
Project Manager                                          

 
Enclosures: Figures & Attachment 
  
Cc: Emily Cummings, EA 
 Donald Conan, EA 

Frank DeSantis, EA 
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Date: Oct 14, 2020
831 RT. 67, LOT 38 A
BALLSTON SPA, NY 12020
TEL: 518-885-4399
FAX: 518-885-4416

CERTIFIED WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE

PRECISION
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

Map Courtesy of Google

Figure: 1SITE LOCATION MAP NYSDEC Spill #: 2005615

SITE
LOCATION

Admiral Cleaners Site

617 19th Street, Watervliet, NY



PRECISION ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC
831 NYS Route 67, Lot 38A
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
518-885-4399
 

Updated By : JJJ Figure: 2

PES

LEGENDDate: December 2020

MAGNETIC

Former Admiral Cleaners
Watervliet, New York
NYSDEC Spill No. 2005615 Source: EA base map.
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