
EXPERTISE YOU CAN COUNT ON

P.O. Box 413
Saratoga Springs
New York 12866

Phone: 518-583-4273
Fax: 518-581-1960
www.aztkcom

August 31, 2005

Mr. Todd Curley
Three Point Development, LLC
621 Columbia Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

RE: Limited Phase II Investigation
Former AI Tech Steel Property (Currently RealCo, Inc.)
120 Spring Street Road
Albany County
Albany, NY 12122

Dear Mr. Curley:

22005

The information contained herein was compiled in order to document the activities associated with
the Limited Phase II Investigation (Phase II) conducted at the above referenced site (Appendix A
Figure 1) on August 2, 2005. The scope of work included collection of ten (10) suriicial soil
samples, and collection of two (2) groundwater samples. The results tested for were detected in
the soil or groundwater at concentrations that represent a significant environmental concern.

Site Notes

The subject of this investigation is a parcel consisting of approximately 21 acres (the Property) of
a S1.9-acre parcel known as 120 Spring Street Road, Town of Colonie, Albany County, New
York. The area utilizes municipal water for potable purposes. Municipal sewer is available
within approximately 0.25-miles of the Property. The Property has 1,210 feet of frontage along
Spring Street Road. It should be noted that the Property boundaries are undefined and thus
unclear.

The Property is generally undeveloped and contains relatively old-growth forest and thick
underbrush. The Property appears to be a topographical high compared to the surrounding area.
The Property is to be subdivided from the 51.9-acre parcel. This larger parcel contains a closed
landfill that once received hazardous waste. The landfill is adjacent to the north-northeast edge of
the SUbject Property.

The Limited Phase 11 was performed in response to a Phase r Environmental Site Assessment
(Phase I) dated June 200S. Some of the environmental concerns identified during the Phase I
are listed below:

'" U!~r~~tr.;:al r.lour.ding \".'o.s observ8d along the: cr~try road loc~ted cdjaccnt to the o;:;r-~C:fr: 8::1ge of
the Property. These mounds along the entry road reportedly contain debris that reportedly fell
off trucks during transport. The type and quantities of debris are unknown.

• The Property appears to have been forested since at least 19S0. The adjacent acreage to
the north had been used as a landfill for disposal of processing and manufacturing wastes
(since approximately 19S0) from various types of steel fabrication. The main steel
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120 Spring Street Road
Albany, New York Limited Phase II Investigation

processing facility was operational since at least 1950. Some of the wastes and materials
generated and stored by the former owner of the Property (AI Tech Steel) included: leaded
gasoline, diesel, lube oil, waste oil, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), hexavalent chromium
(Cr +6), sulfuric acid, hydrofluoric acid, nitric acid, and ammonia. Specifically, Cr +6 leachate
was generated within the landfill area, which is situated adjacent to the 21-acre portion of the
Property.

• The entire 51.9-acre parcel is listed as a New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) Priority cleanup site, a Resource Conservation Recovery Act
(RCRA) Corrective Action site, a RCRA Treatment, Storage, and Disposal site, a RCRA
Hazardous Waste Generator (RCRAGEN) site, a registered Petroleum Bulk Storage Tank
(PBS) site, a NYSDEC spills site, and a NYSDEC Inactive Hazardous Waste site.

• Since the Property is located adjacent to a closed landfill, it is possible that vapor generation
and intrusion could occur.

Sampling Program

Surficial Soil Sampling

Soil samples were collected in areas of the Property where past activities at the landfill may have
generated dust that contained Cr +6 (Appendix A - Figure 2). These areas included the northern
and northwestern portion of the Property (near the western border of the landfill and adjacent to
the East Hills Housing Complex), along the entry road leading to and from the landfill, and along
Spring Street Road. The soil samples were collected at depth ranging from apprOXimately 6
inches to 12 inches below ground surface (bgs). Soil samples were collected using a clean
stainless steel spoon and placed in laboratory-supplied glassware. The samples were placed on
ice and delivered to York Analytical in Stamford, Connecticut. The samples were analyzed using
EPA Method 6010n471 for the eight (8) RCRA Metals suite, along with Cr +6 and trivalent
chromium (Cr +3) speciation.

Monitoring Well Sampling

Two (2) of the site monitoring welts (WW-5 and WW-10B) were sampled on August 2,2005.
Prior to sampling, each monitoring well was purged using a dedicated, disposable bailer. Based
on the gauging data and the known total depth of each monitoring well, the volume of water
within each monitoring well casing was calculated. Three well volumes of groundwater were
purged from monitoring well WW-5 and approximately 30 gallons were purged from monitoring
well WW-10B (a much deeper monitoring well) to ensure the collection of representative
samples. Following the purging, the mo'nitoring wells were allowed to recharge prior to sample
collection. Groundwater samples were then retrieved and placed into pre-preserved and
unpreserved laboratory supplied sampling vials, placed on ice and delivered to Northeast
Analytical, Inc. in Schenectady, New York. The samples were analyzed using EPA Method 8260
for the full list of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), EPA Method 1979200.7 for the eight (8)
HCRA Metals suite, and I::.I-'A Method 8081 for pesticides.
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120 Spring Street Road
Albany, New York.

Analytical Results

Soil Sample Results,

Limited Phase II Investigation

\

The laboratory analytical results for the soil samples collected on August 2, 2005 indicate that no Cr
+6 was detected within any of the samples. The compound Cr +3 was detected within all of the soil
samples. Minor amounts of other metals were also detected. These values were compared to
the NYSDEC TAGM 4046 Recommended Soil Cleanup Objectives (RSCO).

As summarized below in Table 1, the concentrations of the detected metals appear to be
representative of background concentrations for an urbanized area. This is supported b~ the
consistency in concentrations (ranging from 11.6 parts per million [ppm] to 23.1 ppm for Cr+ and
from 2.45 ppm to 3.78 ppm for selenium).

Table 1
Laboratory Soil Analytical Results

TAGM
. METAL

RS:~
55-1 55-2 55" 55-4 55-5 55-6 55-7 55-8 55-9 5S-1O

'nnm
Arsenic 7.5 or

4.07 4.99 4.95 6.60 5.23 4.17 4.96 4.86 5.22 3.56
Itotal) SBL

Barium 300 or
66.6 64.4 79.8 77.9 97.1 97.8 97.7 101 71.9 64.6

(totall SBL

Cadmium 1.0 or
<0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5(total) SBL

Chromium 10 or
14.8 23.1 16.2 16.0 22.8 17.3 19.0 103 16.4 11.6(total) SBL*

Lead (tolal) SBL" 25.0 33.4 24.5 30.2 25_6 25.2 24.2 27.0 27.1 37.0
MercuN 0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1

Selenium 2.0 or
2.49 2.65 3.06 3.59 3.78 3.05 2.72 3.48 2.96 2.56

(totall SBL

Silver SBL*.* <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 1.57 <0.5 <0.5
(totall

Hexavalent NA <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5
Chromium
Trivalent 10 or

14.8 23.1 16.2 16.0 22.8 17.3 19.0 103 16.4 11.6
Chromium SBL

Legend.
SBL = Site Background Level. • SBL 1.5 - 40 ppm
(**SBL in rural areas 4-61 ppm; urbanized areas 200-500 ppm).
... = SBL is not determined.
Soil Sample Analysis: 8 RCRA Metals by EPA Method 6010(7471.
RSCO - Recommended Soil Cleanup Objective - NYSDEC TAGM 4046, August 2001.
Bold values indicate exceedances of NYSDEC TAGM RSCO.
Boldlitalicvalues indicate exceedances of NYSDEC TAGM RSCO and above SBL.
~!/'" -- !,-I J Hexava!ent C~1rcmi!Jm fod8ml o~ Sf.::,:,:: st2:ldsrd.

However, it should be noted that the laboratory analytical results for soil sample 8S-8 (adjacent to
the landfill entrance road; [Figure 2]) indicate that Cr+3 was present in this sample at a significantly
higher level (103 ppm) than background concentrations. In addition, this was the only sample in
which silver was detected (1.57 ppm). The laboratory analytical report for the soil analysis is
included in Appendix C.
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120 Spring Street Road
Albany, New York.

Groundwater Sample Results

limited Phase II Investigation

The laboratory analytical results for the groundwater samples (Appendix B - Table 2) collected
from monitoring wells WW~5 and WW-l0B 'indicate that no vac compounds or pesticides were
detected at levels above applicable laborato'ry detection limits (DLs) in either sample. A minor
amount of barium was detected within both samples. No other metals were detected above the
laboratory DLs. These values were compared to the NY8DEC standards for Class GA
Groundwater (6 NYCRR Part 703). The laboratory analytical report for the groundwater samples is
attached as Appendix C.

Conclusions

• The laboratory analytical results of nine (9) of the ten (10) soil samples indicate that no metals
were detected at levels that appear to represent a significant environmental concern. The
exception to this was soil sample 88-8, in which silver and Cr+3 were detected at levels that
appear to be above background levels for the area.

• The, laboratory analytical results of a groundwater sample indicate that no VOCs or pesticides
were detected at concentrations above the laboratory DL. All metals were below the laboratory
DL except barium, which was present at a level below the NYSDEC standards for Class GA
Groundwater (6 NYCRR Part 703).

Recommendations

It is Aztech's opinion that significant amounts of heavy metals are not present within the areas
investigated. Additionally, hexavalent chromium is not a concern within the areas investigated. The
area from which soil sample SS-8 was collected contains chromium above area background levels;
however, no significant development of this area is reportedly planned.

It should be noted that, due to the proximity of the Property to the landfill, the possibility for vapor
intrusion exists at the Property. However, the houses planned for construction at the site will
reportedly be outfitted with sub-slab vapor equipment, which should help mitigate potential future
vapor issues.

PCBs were documented as being a contaminant at the main Al Tech facility. Since the Property is
planned for connection to the municipal water line, PCBs do not appear to represent a significant
environmental concern. However, if future conditions change, sampling of the groundwater for
PCBs should be considered.

Aztech Technologies, Inc. appreciates the opportunity to work with you on this project If there are
any questions regarding the information contained herein, please contact this office at your
convenience.

~~~~
Geologist
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Attachments

APPENDIX A
FIGURES

APPENDIXB
TABLE 2

APPENDIXC
LABORATORY ANYLTICAL REPORTS

cc: Mr. Marl< Mateunas - NYSDEC Cenlral Office
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