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K. Lynch, EPA 
J. Witkowski, EPA 
M. Mears, EPA 
E. Zimrnerman, EPA 
J. LaPadula, EPA 
L. DeFeo, City of Newbugh 
xW. Mizerak, NYSDEC 
A. Raddant, DO1 
RST - Weston 

SUBJECT: Consolidated Iron & Metal Site 
Orange County, Newburgh, New York 

POLREP NO.: Two (02) & Final-SECURITY FENCE 

I. BACKGROUND 

Site No.: 
ERRS Contract No.: 
Delivery Order No.: 
Response Authority: 
CERCLIS No. 
NPL Status: 
State Notification: 
Action Memorandum: 
Start Date: 
Completion Date: 

LT 
68432-99-07 (WRS) 
066 
CERCLAfSARA 
NY0002455756 
Final NPL 
NYSDEC notified 
Pending, verbal authorization 
August 2 1,2002 
December 16,2002 

II. SITE INFORMATION 

A. Incident Category 

CERCLA Incident Category: Abandoned compressed gas cylinders, contaminated soils 



. 

B. Site Descri~tion/Location 

1. Site Description 

The Site, an inactive scrap metal recycling facility encompassing an estimated seven (7) 
acres, is located at the Foot of Washington Street and the Hudson River in the City of 
Newburgh, Orange County, New York. The Site is located in a mixed industrial, 
commercial, residential area ofthe City ornewburgh. There are several residences, in cluster 
type city dwellings, within 1000 feet of the Site and numerous other residences within a 
quarter mile radius. The Hudson River borders the property to the east, Consolidated 
Railroad tracks to the immediate west, Gully's Marina and Restaurant to the north, and the 
City of Newburgh wastewater treatment plant to the south. 

The Site, a closed scrap metal facility, formerly contained 6,600 tons of ashlslag generated 
from an on-site aluminum smelting operation and 7,000 tons of contaminated "processed 
soils". According to the former owner/operator, the smelter was in operation fiom 
approximately 1975 to 1995 and was used primarily to melt aluminum transmissions to 
produce a reusable aluminurn product. Other metallic materials and impurities were also 
smelted, resulting in the lead contaminated ash/slag byproduct. Both the ash/slag waste and 
the "processed soil" piles were shipped off-site for disposal at a RCRA TSDF during a prior 
phase of fund lead removal activities at the Site. 

2. Description of Threat 

The immediate threat to public health and the environment existed from the numerous - 
abandoned compressed gas cylinders and soils contaminated primarily with lead and PCBs. 
A removal assessment was conducted by the OSC and RST on August 7' - 8', 2002. The 
OSC/RST discovered that the existing fence was in extremely poor condition or non-existent. 
Trespassers were found wandering around the site and a homeless person had "set-up 
residence" on an old barge along the Hudson River. In addition, numerous unknown 
compressed gas cylinders, a few drums and two aboveground storage tanks, were found 
scattered throughout the estimated seven acre site. 

C. Preliminarv Assessment/Site InsDection Results 

On July 19,2002, a request to conduct emergency removal activities was received fiom the 
EPA New York Remediation Branch. The purpose of the request was for the RPB to secure 
and stabilize the site fiom illegal trespassers and to stage, segregate and dispose of any drums 
or compressed gas cylinders containing hazardous substances. Previous removal actions 
were conducted by the RPB in 1999. EPA's response activities at the Site since that time 
have focused on evaluating and listing the Site on the NPL and initiating a work plan for the 
RUFS. 



Based upon the July 19, 2002 request to conduct emergency removal activities, a removal 
assessment was conducted by the OSC and RST on August 7-8,2002. The OSC and RST 
discovered that the existing fence was in extremely poor condition or non-existent. 
Trespassers were found wandering around the site and a homeless person had "set-up 
residence" on an old barge along the Hudson River. In addition, numerous unknown 
compressed gas cylinders, a few drums and two aboveground storage tanks, were found 
scattered throughout the estimated seven acre site. 

Based upon this information, the OSC requested verbal approval to conduct emergency 
removal activities as an additional phase of the removal action for the Site. The ERRD 
Director granted verbal approval on August 8,2002 to conduct these removal activities. The 
total site ceiling granted was $200,000, of which $140,000 was obligated for the ERRS 
contractor (WRS). A delivery order was subsequently issued to WRS on August 9'. Fence 
specifications were provided to WRS in order to obtain a fencing contractor and a pre-bid site 
walk was held on August 2 1". WRS mobilized heavy equipment and manpower to the site 
on August 22nd to begin the fence line debris and brush clearing for the estimated 1500 linear 
feet of chain link fence. . 

111. RESPONSE INFORMATION 

A. Planned Removal Activities 

This phase of the removal action for this site will reduce the threat posed by the lead and 
PCB contaminated sails, the abandoned compressed gas cylinders, and hazardous substances 
contained in drums and aboveground storage tanks, to human health and the environment. 
The scope of work required to mitigate the threats associated with this Site will include the 
installation of approximately 1500 linear feet of eight foot high chain link security fence, 
posting of warning signs, collection and disposaVrecycling of compressed gas cylinders, and 
transportation and off-site disposal of any drums or aboveground storage tanks containing 
hazardous wastes and substances. 

B. Situation 

1. ' Current Situation (Reporting Period 9125102-12119102) 

Preliminary analytical results were received on October 8, 2002 and the full deliverables 
package on October 15', for the waste samples collected on September 24,2002. Based 
upon the sample matrix, samples were analyzed for PCBs and RCRA ignitability (flash 
point), or asbestos. In addition, each of the liquid samples were hazcatted by RPB staff 
members to determine general waste characteristics. The sample results were from five 
different drum samples formed during waste bulking operations, the hydraulic oil reservoir 
on the shear and stained areas around the shear, and suspected asbestos containing materials 
in the aluminum smelter. Based upon a review of the analytical data, ERRS solicited bids 



for off-site disposal fiomRCRA TSDFs in compliance with the CERCLA Off-Site Rule. The 
OSC contacted the companies which owned or manufactured the two (2) ammonia 
compressed g& cylinders and the lead acid battery manufacturer for recycling of the 
industrial grade battery pak. 

Transportation and off-site disposal/recycling was completed for the drums, industrial grade 
battery, and two ammonia compressed gas cylinders during the time period November 6 - 
December 13, 2002. On November 6', the two compressed gas cylinders containing 
anhydrous ammonia were picked up by Jones Chemical Inc (JCI) and Onyx Environmental 
(on behalf of Dupont), for recycling and disposal, respectively. JCI would ultimately purge 
the ammonia gas back into their system for recyclinglreuse and Onyx Environmental 
transported the Dupont cylinder to the CWM-TWI facility for incineration. 

The Exide Battery Corporation picked up an industrial grade lead acid forklift battery, 
weighing approximately 2500 lbs, for transport to Reading, PA for recycling on November 
20, 2002. Both the ammonia cylinders and lead acid battery were discovered during 
investigation of the tire piles. The compressed gas cylinders and lead acid battery have now 
been properly transported off-site and recycled or disposed of at no cost to the government. 

Five dnuns of an oil/water mixture, generated fiom aboveground storage tank waste bulking 
operations, were transported off-site on December 13,2002 to Clean Water ofNew York for 
treatrnentldisposal by oil water separation. Receipt of the signed manifest and Certificate of 
Disposal have been received. The five drums classified as a waste combustible liquid were 
received at the disposal facility on Dece~llber 16,2002, m ~ l i i n g  the ol'licial co~llplcliu~l ul' 
this removal action. 

City of Newburgh officials were briefed on the status of the site and were extremely pleased 
with EPA's actions. The City of Newburgh and Orange County officials discussed potential 
funding mechanisms for disposal of the estimated 25,000 tires remaining at this site. The 
City and County were very concerned about the potential threat for additional fires and 
exposure of the surrounding population to West Nile virus. The local health department had 
been sampling the mosquito population in and around the site during the summer and early 
Fall seasons of 2002 and had detected the virus in samples collected fiom this area. As a 
result, the City and County appear to be taking a very aggressive position in removing the 
large piles of tires. 

2. Removal Activities to Date 

WRS mobilized heavy equipment and manpower to the site on August 22,2002 to begin the 
fenck line debris and brush clearing for the installation of the estimated 1500 linear feet of 
chain link fence. Due to the extensive amount of metallic debris and vegetative brush along 
the fence lines, this task was not completed until August 28". 



The WRS fence subcontractor initiated the fence installation on August 2 9 ~ .  However, due 
to heavy rains the first day, efforts were hindered. Fence installation continued for the next 
10 work days. All fence posts were set in three feet of concrete, terminal posts were braced, 
and top and bottom tension wire were installed. Additionally, beginning on September 1 Oh, 
the installation of the chain link fence material was initiated. Approximately 95% of the 
chain link fence was installed by the close of business on September 1 1,2002. A 22' double 
swing entrance gate was installed on this same day. 

In excess of 125 compressed gas cylinders and small propane tanks were discovered scattered 
throughout the numerous tire and metal debris piles. Each of the cylinders was carefully 
screened and inspected by the OSC and RST. Most of the cylinders discovered were 
compressed gases associated lwith scrap yard activities (i.e. propane, oxygen, acetylene, 
argon, etc). However, 2 - 5fi3 compressed gas cylinders containing ammonia were 
discovered. Company names wcre found stamped on the cylinders. These companies were 
contacted for subsequent return and recycling/disposal of the ammonia gas. 

Two above ground fuel storage tanks (-300 gallon each) and two drums were discovered 
during the search for compressed gas cylinders. It appeared that the materials in these 
containers were waste oils or fuels which were collected during the operating period of the 
scrap yard. The contents of these containers was transferred to drums for subsequent 
disposal. A total of 5 - 55 gallon dnuns were generated as a result of the transfer operation. 

The OSC was interviewed by the Poughkeepsie Journal newspaper on ~ e ~ t e m b e r  3rd and 5', 
2002. Past, current, and projected future activities were described to this reporter. 

The OSC held frequent meetings, for the purpose of providing site updates, with City of 
Newburgh and Orange County officials. They were extremely appreciative of EPAs current 
removal activities. The City of Newburgh and Orange County entered into a joint agreement 
to provide transportation and disposal of a portion of the estimated 20,000 - 30,000 tires 
scattered throughout the site. Fifteen (1 5) loads, totaling an estimated 12,000 tires, were 
shipped off-site during the time period September 4' - 11". In addition, Orange County had 
arranged for transportation and recycling of scrap metal left behind by the site owner. 
Thirteen (13) loads of scrap metal were shipped to Weinert Recycling Co. Inc during this 
same time period for processing. 

The WRS fence subcontractor completed the fence installation on September 13,2002. This 
included installation of a 22' double swing entrance gate. A total of 1475 linear feet of eight 
(8') high chain link fence was installed. A privacy screen fabric, commonly used on tennis 
courts, was installed on the north side boundary adjacent to Gully's Marina. This fabric 
material was delivered and installed on September 13'. All fencing was installed in 
accordance with the schedule outlined in the WRS fence subcontract/scope of work. 

A site debrief and close out meeting with City of Newburgh officials was held on September 
18'. The recap of site activities was well received by the local officials. This phase of the 



removal action, however, would not be officially completed until the drums, batteries, and 
compressed gas cylinders were transported and received at the appropriate treatment.disposa1 
facilities. 

Samples h m  the five h 1 1 s ,  the hydraulic reservoir for t l~e shear, and heavily stained soils 
around and on the shear, were collected for PCB analyses and ignitability analyses depending 
upon the sample matrix. Suspected asbestos containing materials (ACM) were also collected 
from the refractory brick located in the smelter and fiom the lining on the smelter doors. 
These samples were collected on September 24, 2002 and fax analytical results were to be 
provided within two weeks. 

3. Enforcement 

The Remedial Programhas the lead on enforcement activities for this NPL site. Collectively, 
the FlPM and ORC attorney have been generating a PRPs list based upon documents obtained 
fiom the site owner. 

C. Next Steps 
1 

No further actions are anticipated by the Response and Prevention Branch at this time, 
however, lead and PCB contamination remain in the surface and subsurface soils. The EPA 
New York Remediation Branch has planned aremedial investigatiodfeasibility study OU/FS) 
to address the soil contamination and potential groundwater contamination. The actual date 
for initiation of the RJ/FS has not been determined at this time. 

D. Kev Issues 
1 

None as of this POLREP. 

IV. COST INFORMATION 
Amount Cost 
Budgeted To Date 

ERRS 
RST 
EPA Intramural (HQ and Region) 
Extramural Contingencies 

TOTALS $ 200,000 $ 150,405 

Percent of Project Funds Remaining 24.8 % 

The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the time 
this report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final payments 
made to any contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not be entirely 



up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an exact 
monetary figure which the government may include in any claim for cost recovery. 

V. DISPOSITION OF WASTES 

DISPOSAL: 

Jones Chemicals 
I nc, Warwick, NY 

Chemical Waste 
Management-TW l 

Clean Water of 
New York, 
Staten Island, NY 

Exide Battery, 
Moosic, PA 

WASTE STREAM 

Anhydrous 
Ammonia (NH,) 

Anhydrous 
Ammonia (NH,) 

Hydrocarbon 
Liquids 
(Combustible) 

Lead acid battery 
power pak 

MEDIUM 

Gas 

Gas 

Liquid 

Solid 

TREATMENT 

Recycling 

Incineration 

Oillwater 
separation 

Recycling 

QUANTITY 

1 - 5 f? cylinders 

1 - 5 f? cylinders 

5 - 55 gallon 
drums 

-2500 LB battery 
power pak 

CONTAINMENT- 
MIGRATION 
CONTROL 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 


