
Amenia Town Landfill
Remedial Investigation Update

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC),
in consultation with the New York State Department of Health (DOH), is
providing this fact sheet as part of the State’s citizen participation
program for inactive hazardous waste disposal sites.  The DEC
encourages public involvement in the cleanup of hazardous waste sites
and invites comments or questions on the ongoing environmental
investigation at the Amenia Town Landfill site.

Site History and Background

This site is a closed landfill approximately 10 acres in size, located on
the west side of Route 22 about 1.5 miles south of Amenia (see figure
on last page). The majority of the site is an open grassy field, with a
helicopter landing pad and a fenced fuel/propane storage area on the
northern end.  A pond, wetlands, and woods border the site to the west
and north.  A partially wooded hill lies to the south.

The site has been privately owned (by successive individuals) since
landfill operations began in the late 1940s.  A variety of municipal and
industrial wastes were disposed at the site until closure of the landfill in
1976. 

A preliminary site assessment completed in 1992 revealed high
concentrations of several volatile organic contaminants in site soil gas
samples collected from soil above the water table.  In addition,
numerous surface soil and sediment samples collected in the adjacent
wetlands indicated elevated concentrations of polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs).  Based on this information, the site was listed in the New York
State Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites as a Class
“2” site (signifying a significant threat to the public health or the
environment - action required).  

In 1998, the DEC identified a drum disposal area with deteriorated and
leaking drums in the southwest corner of the landfill.  At the request of
the DEC, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
excavated and containerized 167 drums of waste, along with adjacent
contaminated soil.  Several Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs)
completed removal and disposal of the wastes and soils in the Fall of
1999.
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Public Information Session
Announced

A public information session will
be held to discuss the results of
the recently completed Remedial
Investigation:

Tuesday, December 16, 2003
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

at the
Amenia Town Hall
Mechanic Street

Amenia, NY

This is an informational session
where representatives from the
DEC, the DOH, and the Amenia
Landfill Group and their
consultant will be present to
answer questions about the
investigation.  There will be no
formal presentations.  Interested
residents are welcome to drop in
anytime during those hours.

The November 2003 Remedial
Investigation Report is

available for public review at the
document repositories listed on

the last page.
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Investigation Results

In October 2001, a Consent Order was signed between the NYSDEC and a group of PRPs (the Amenia
Landfill Group) to conduct a Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study at the landfill.  Field work for the
Remedial Investigation (RI) began in October 2001 and the RI Report has now been completed.  Results of the
investigation are summarized below:

• Landfill Surface Soil:  Surface soil samples were obtained from the landfill surface and around its
perimeter.  Some areas of PCB-contaminated soil were identified on the surface of the landfill and on
the western slope.  Some areas of elevated metals in surface soils also were identified on the western
slope of the landfill.

• Subsurface Soil:  Several borings were advanced to evaluate subsurface soil conditions in the area of
the USEPA drum removal.  Results show that this area was adequately addressed by the removal
action and no contaminated soil remains.  

• Surface Water and Sediment:  Surface water samples were collected from the wetland/pond west of
the site and the streams north and east of the site, including Amenia Stream.  Upstream samples were
also collected to obtain background data.

Surface Surface water sampling, including Amenia Stream downgradient of the landfill,
Water: did not indicate any impacts from the landfill.

Sediment: Sediment samples were collected from the wetland/pond west of the landfill. 
PCBs were detected above guidance values in the north end of the wetland
adjacent to the landfill.  Some heavy metals, particularly zinc, were detected
above sediment guidance values at the south end adjacent to the landfill.  PCBs
were also detected in stream sediment samples collected north of the landfill,
downstream of the wetland/pond, but at much lower levels and below guidance
values.  Metals were detected at elevated levels in both upstream and
downstream sediment samples, indicating no impacts from the landfill.

• Groundwater:  Monitoring wells were installed around the perimeter of the landfill: shallow wells in the
overburden and deep wells in the upper bedrock.  Groundwater flows from the wetland/pond on the
west and under the landfill towards the east, discharging into the stream on the east side of Route 22
just west of Amenia Stream.  Volatile organic compounds were identified in one shallow well in the
southwest corner of the landfill and in three shallow wells on the northeast corner of the landfill.  No
volatile organic compounds were detected in the bedrock wells.  Some metals were detected at levels
above NYS groundwater standards in all of the wells.  These are primarily common metals such as iron
and magnesium, and appear to be naturally occurring.  PCBs were not detected in any groundwater
samples.

• Soil Gas:  A soil gas survey across the landfill detected the presence of petroleum-based compounds
in soil gas in the vicinity of the propane tanks at the northern end of the landfill.

Complete investigation results can be reviewed in the November 2003 Remedial Investigation Report,
available at the document repositories listed on the next page.



What Happens Next

The next step in the DEC Remedial Program is to decide how to best clean up the site to minimize possible
future impacts to human health and the environment.  This is done in a Feasibility Study (FS), which is already
underway.  The FS will follow the presumptive remedy guidance prepared by the USEPA for closed landfills
such as the Amenia Town Landfill.  The presumptive remedy calls for containment in-place, the main
component of which will be a landfill cap.  The type of landfill cap, the need for leachate collection and
treatment, groundwater controls, landfill gas collection and treatment, and long-term institutional controls such
as operation, maintenance and monitoring will be evaluated in the FS.  The areas of PCB and metal-
contaminated sediment in the adjacent wetland/pond will also be addressed.

At the conclusion of the FS, the DEC will prepare a Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) document that will
summarize the RI and the FS and present a recommended cleanup plan.  The PRAP will be placed in the
document repositories for public review, and a fact sheet announcing a public meeting will be sent to the site’s
mailing list.  This public meeting will be held to describe the PRAP and hear public comments.  Following a 30-
day public comment period, the DEC will review comments received from the public and finalize the remedial
action plan in a Record of Decision.

Citizen Participation

Through the use of public meetings and mailings, the DEC and DOH will keep you informed and involved
throughout the remedial program for the Amenia Landfill.  The Amenia Landfill Group has developed a Citizen
Participation Plan for the Amenia Town Landfill site.  This plan describes citizen participation activities that will
occur at different stages of the site investigation and cleanup process, a glossary of terms and other useful
information.  The Citizen Participation Plan, the November 2003 Remedial Investigation Report discussed in
this fact sheet and other site related documents are available for you to review at the following document
repositories:

Amenia Free Library
3309 Route 343
Amenia, NY
845-373-8273
Call for library hours

Amenia Town Hall
Office of Town Clerk
36 Mechanic Street
Amenia, NY
845-373-8860
Hours: Mon-Sat: 9am - 2pm
            Thur: 5pm - 7 pm

Sharon Town Hall
63 Main Street
Sharon, CT
860-364-5224
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am - 12pm
                & 1:30pm - 4:30pm

NYSDEC
Region 3 Office
21 S. Putt Corners Rd.
New Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 256-3154
Call for an appointment

You are encouraged to contact representatives of the DEC or the DOH at any time with questions, comments
or concerns.  If you know of anyone who would like to be put on the mailing list, please have them contact one
of the State representatives listed below. 

For Questions About:

%  The Site Investigation:        

Karen Maiurano, Project Manager
NYSDEC
625 Broadway, 11th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-7014
(518) 402-9662

% Citizen Participation:

Michael Knipfing, Citizen Participation Specialist 
NYSDEC - Region 3 Office
21 South Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 256-3154

%  Site-Related Health Concerns:

Fay Navratil, Public Health Specialist
NYSDOH - BEEI
Flanigan Square
547 River Street
Troy, NY  12180
1-800-458-1158, ext. 27850

   






