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Investigation to Begin at State Superfund Site 
 

  
Walter Baker (“Responsible Party”) with oversight provided by The New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) will soon begin a detailed environmental study at the 
R. Baker & Son Machinery Dismantlers, Inc. (“Site”) located at 250 North Washington Avenue, 
Staten Island, NY. See map for site location. 
 
The Site is listed as a Class “2” site in the State Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Sites (list 
of State Superfund sites). A Class 2 site represents a significant threat to public health or the 
environment; action is required. 
 
Highlights of the Site Investigation: 
The study to be done is called a “Remedial Investigation,” and will be performed under
New York=s State Superfund Program. The investigation work plan is called a “Remedial 
Investigation Work Plan” and is available for public review at the {location}  identified below 
under “Where to Find Information.” The investigation work plan also is available on the 
NYSDEC web site at (insert link). 
 
The site investigation has several goals: 

1) Define the nature and extent of contamination in soil, surface water, groundwater and any 
other parts of the environment that may be affected;  
2) Identify the source(s) of the contamination; 
3) Assess the impact of the contamination on public health and the environment; and 

4) Provide information to support the development of a 
proposed remedy to address the contamination. State Superfund Program: New York=s 

State Superfund Program (SSF) identifies 
and characterizes suspected inactive 
hazardous waste disposal sites. Sites that 
pose a significant threat to public health 
and the environment go through a process 
of investigation, evaluation, cleanup and 
monitoring. 
 
NYSDEC generally attempts to identify 
parties responsible for site contamination 
and require cleanup before committing 
State funds. 
 
For more information about the SSF, visit: 
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8439.html 

 
A series of investigations between 1977 and 1996 
revealed the presence of PCBs at the Site.  PCBs 
(polychlorinated biphenyls) are a chemical which was 
used for multiple purposes, but most commonly as a 
cooling and insulating fluid for electrical equipment, until 
it’s used was banned in 1979 due to toxicity concerns.  
PCB was detected in on-site soil and groundwater as well 
as in soil samples collected in adjacent tidal wetlands.  
PCB is considered a probable human carcinogen and can 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8439.html


 
 

 

also cause other non-cancer health effects. 
 
The Remedial Investigation will include: 

• Soil samples and analysis from soil borings throughout the Site; 
• Sediment samples taken from the adjacent tidal wetlands for analysis; 
• Installation of groundwater wells and groundwater sampling and analysis; and 
• Samples will be analyzed for the presence of PCB, as well as for the presence of other 

contaminants  
 
Next Steps: 
The information collected during the investigation will be summarized in a report. After the Site 
investigation has begun, the responsible party, with oversight by NYSDEC, will conduct a 
“Feasibility Study.” This study uses information developed during the site investigation to 
develop and evaluate potential ways to clean up contamination related to the Site. Another 
possibility is that the information collected during the site investigation may support the 
conclusion that no action, or no further action, is needed to address site-related contamination. 
 
NYSDEC then develops a draft cleanup plan, called a “Proposed Remedial Action Plan.” This 
plan describes the remedy preferred by NYSDEC, or a no action or no further action alternative. 
The draft cleanup plan summarizes the decision that led to the preferred remedy by discussing 
each alternative and the reasons for choosing or rejecting it. The goal of the plan will be to 
ensure the protection of public health and the environment. NYSDEC will present the draft 
cleanup plan to the public for its review and comment during a 30-day comment period and at a 
public meeting. 
 
NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup of the Site. 
 
Background: 
The Site is a 5.5 acre parcel located in an industrial area just south of and below the Goethals 
Bridge.  The Site is bordered by tidal wetlands on all sides, except for the access road.  The Site 
is approximate 1000 feet northwest of the intersection of Washington and Western Avenues.  
The Site’s nearest neighbors are trucking companies on Washington Avenue.  The Site has been 
the location of a machinery dismantler/salvage business for over 30 years.  PCB’s on the 
property were first discovered in 1977, with subsequent investigations undertaken in 1985, 1987, 
1994, and 1996.  Some of these investigations were conducted on the behalf of the Port 
Authority of New York/New Jersey, which was considering the site property for use in a 
possible Goethals Bridge upgrade.  Long negotiations only resulted in the signing of an Order on 
Consent to investigate the property by the Responsible Party in 2009. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Where to Find Information: 
Project documents are available at the following location(s) to help the public stay informed. 
These documents include the investigation work plan. 
 



 
 

Who to Contact:  

 
 
 
 
Todt Hill-Westerleigh Library 
2550 Victory Blvd. (past Willowbrook Rd.) 
Staten Island, NY 10314 
(718) 494-1642 
M, W, Th 10-6; Tu 12-8; F, Sa 10-5; Su 1-5 
 

  
 
 
 
Science, Industry and Business Library 
188 Madison Avenue @ 34th Street 
New York, NY 10016-4314 
(917) 275-6975 
M, F, Sa 11-6; Tu, W, Th 10-8; closed Su 
 
 

   

Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows: 
 
Project Related Questions 
Robert Filkins 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-7016 
(518) 402-9768 
rhfilkin@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

 Site-Related Health Questions 
Albert DeMarco 
New York State Department of Health 
Flanigan Square, Rm 300 
547 River St., Troy, NY 12180-2216 
1-800-458-1158 
BEEI@health.state.ny.us 

   
If you know someone who would like to be added to the site contact list, have them contact 
the NYSDEC project manager above. We encourage you to share this Fact Sheet with 
neighbors and tenants, and/or post this Fact Sheet in a prominent area of your building for 
others to see. 

 


