NEW YORK STATE
DEPARTMENT OF

FACT SHEET
OCTOBER 2007
Site No. 2-41-026

WEST SIDE CORP. SITE
JAMAICA, QUEENS
QUEENS, NEW YORK

UPCOMING COMMUNITY MEETING
OCTOBER 30, 2007, 7 PM - 9 PM
ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR CHURCH

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSERVAnON
Dear Interested Citizen:
This Fact Sheet is to infonn you about
the ongoing activities associated with
the West Side Corporation site.

PUBLIC MEETING
OCTOBER 30, 2007
7-9PM
St. Benedict the Moor Church
17-117 110th Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11433
Document Repository:
Queensborough Public Library
89-11 Merrick Boulevard
Jamaica, NY 11432
Phone: (718) 990-0700
Hours: M-F 10 AM to 9 PM
Sat. 10 AM to 5:30 PM
Sun. 12 PM to 5 PM
For site-related environmental
questions:
Mr. Eric Hausamann
NYSDEC Project Manager Soil Vapor Intrusion
625 Broadway, 12 th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-70 17
(888) 459-8667
Mr. David Chiusano
NYSDEC Project Manager Soil and Groundwater Cleanup
625 Broadway, 12 th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-7017
(888) 459-8667
For site-related health questions:
Ms. Stephanie Selmer
NYSDOH Project Manager
NYSDOH
Flanigan Square
547 River Street
Troy, NY 12180
(800) 458-1158 Ext. 2-7860

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the
New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) will hold a meeting to update the
public on recent cleanup activities the State is involved in near the West Side Corporation
inactive hazardous waste site located at 107-10 I80th Street in Jamaica, Queens. The
project is being managed and funded under NYSDEC's State Superfund program.
State representatives will give a formal presentation summarizing the results of previous
vapor intrusion-related activities and outlining further actions proposed for the off-site
residential area. Vapor intrusion is a process whereby volatile organic compounds (like
PCE) migrate from contaminated soil or groundwater as a vapor and are drawn into
overlying buildings through cracks and openings in the foundation and mix with the
indoor air. An update on the construction of the groundwater remedy planned for the
New York City Department ofEnvironmental Protection (NYCDEP) Station 24 will also
be provided. Following the presentation, the public will be given an opportunity to ask
questions and convey their concerns.
Site Background: The West Side Corporation property was once used as a storage and
distribution center for chemicals used in the dry cleaning industry, including
tetrachloroethene (PCE). As a result, groundwater and subsurface soils have been
contaminated by spills of PCE. Cleanup of highly-contaminated on-site soils was
completed in 2006. Cleanup of the groundwater in the vicinity of the site is anticipated
to begin in early 2008 with the installation of two groundwater extraction wells. A
network of wells is also planned to monitor the anticipated reduction in the off-site plume
of dissolved PCE, which is the source of the vapor intrusion concerns.
Over the past two and a half years, the NYSDEC and the NYSDOH have tested the air in
dozens of homes near the former West Side facility to monitor the effects of vapor
intrusion. Results of these investigations are summarized in several technical reports
available for public viewing at the document repository listed on the left side ofthis page.
While significant impacts to indoor air have not generally been observed, the potential for
exposure, as evidenced by elevated PCE levels detected beneath many building
foundations, does exist. To mitigate these potential exposures to vapors, the State has
installed a number ofvapor mitigation systems (similar to radon systems) in homes. Until
the groundwater extraction system (described above) is up and running and the
groundwater is cleaned up, there remains the potential for vapors to migrate into structures
overlying the plume.
Recent Plume Delineation Activities: Because contaminated groundwater is the source
of the vapors potentially impacting structures within the Study Area, it was necessary to
accurately delineate the boundaries of the off-site contaminant plume. Therefore, in
March 2007, the NYSDEC installed close to 50 groundwater probes within the Study Area
south of the site. Samples of groundwater were collected from each location and sent to
a laboratory for chemical analysis. The results indicated that the off-site PCE plume
extends to 111 01 Avenue and 173'd Street (see figure). Data from these investigations has
enabled the NYSDEC to more accurately define the impacted areas and better understand
the relationship between contaminant levels measured in groundwater and in homes
overlying the plume.

