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Suffolk County Department of Health Services 
On-Site Scope of Work 

Former Grucci Fireworks Site 
Bellport, NY 

 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this study is to determine if past fireworks manufacturing activities or 
activities related to the 1983 explosion and fire at the Grucci Fireworks site in Bellport 
have impacted the soil and/or groundwater on the site. The Suffolk County Department of 
Health Services (SCDHS) has determined that investigations performed at the site to date 
have not been sufficient enough to make determinations regarding the present 
environmental conditions at the site, particularity with respect to the oxidant perchlorate.  
The results of this study will be shared with the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation and the New York State Department of Health to assist 
them in making a determination regarding this site’s New York State Superfund 
classification.  Additionally, the information will aide the SCDHS in determining an 
appropriate designation for the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA) pending on the current residential subdivision application associated with this 
site. 
 
Soil Samples 
Based upon review of historic documentation regarding the site, the SCDHS believes that 
soil samples should be collected from 10 locations at 2 depths each (total of 20 soil 
samples).    The uppermost sample will be collected near the surface, 0 to 6 inches below 
any organic material. The second sample will be collected at depth with either a hand 
auger or from a core collected with the Geoprobe.  The final number of samples and 
sample depths will be determined based on actual field conditions.  All sampling 
procedures will follow standard SCDHS protocols routinely used in environmental 
investigations. 
 
Groundwater Samples 
Currently, five profile wells are proposed to be installed at approximately 40 feet below 
the water table using a Geoproboe.  Water samples will be collected at four levels in each 
well at 10 foot intervals terminating at the water table.  It is estimated that a total of 20 
water samples will be collected. 
 
Sample Locations 
Proposed sample locations are indicated in Figure 1 and were determined using the best 
available information from previous studies.  The actual sample locations may change 
depending on observations made in the field. 
 
Sample Collection and Analysis 
All samples will be collected by SCDHS personnel and transported to the Suffolk County 
Public and Environmental Health Laboratory (PEHL) in Hauppauge for analysis.  Soil 
samples will be analyzed for perchlorate and heavy metals.  Groundwater samples will be 
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analyzed for standard SCDHS groundwater parameters (e.g., perchlorate, metals, 
nutrients, VOCs, SVOCs, etc).  The SCDHS will split samples with the current site 
owner or his designee upon request.  Any additional soil or groundwater sampling 
conducted by the applicant should be split with the SCDHS. 
 
Schedule 

• Field Work - Upon coordination with the site owner, field work can be initiated 
sometime after September 8, 2008.  A site visit (1 day) prior to the commencing 
of field activities to scope out sample locations, perform a geophysical survey and 
markout underground utilities on the site will be required.  It is anticipated that, 
weather permitting, soil and groundwater sample collection activities will occur 
over the course of one week.   

• Data Review/Report Preparation - Barring any unforeseen delays (e.g., weather 
conditions, logistics, etc) it is anticipated that a final report documenting the 
findings of this study will be completed by mid-November 2008. 

 
Additional Issues 

• Written permission by the current site owner for access to the site by SCDHS 
personnel to collect samples will be required prior to scheduling the field 
activities.   

• Any excavation, land clearing or other disturbances presently occurring on the site 
should cease until all samples have been collected and analysis by the PEHL has 
been completed. 

• The actual number of samples and locations may vary depending upon field 
conditions encountered at the time of sampling. 

• The SCDHS has established this on-site investigation as a priority.  The SCDHS 
anticipates installing monitoring wells off-site in the vicinity of the Suffolk 
County Water Authority supply well in the near future. 

 




