
Attachment #6 

Emergency Rulemaking Finding of Necessity 

 Because of the immediate threat to the public health, safety and general welfare 

posed by the 55 mile per hour state speed limit currently allowed along the Adirondack 

Rail Trail (ART), it is essential to immediately promulgate this regulation on an 

emergency basis, before an expected increase in public use during the winter season.  

The regulation will provide the Department with the authority to post various speed limits 

through populated areas for all users along the ART.  Establishing lower speed limits, 

and posting other safety related traffic control devices, that are backed by regulation is 

necessary for the preservation of public health, safety and general welfare.  Compliance 

with the normal rule making process would delay implementation beyond the 2023 

winter season and would thus be contrary to the public interest of providing a safe 

setting for outdoor recreation during popular months of the year. The Department has 

the statutory authority to promulgate regulations under Environmental Conservation Law 

(“ECL”) section 3-0301.         

 


