
Furbearer Possession Tag
Current version: Fall 2022

1. Complete this tag immediately upon arrival at your mode of travel, camp or home, whichever occurs first.
2. This tag is not an official pelt seal, but must accompany your pelt or unskinned animal at all times.
3. This tag allows you (the taker) to legally possess the pelt or unskinned animal until sealing is required.
4. The pelt or unskinned animal must be sealed before: (a) it may be exported from New York State; (b) sold or

transferred to another's possession; (c) mounted or processed; or (d) the end of the tenth day after the close of the
season in the Wildlife Management Unit (WMU) where it was taken, whichever comes first.

5. Be sure your 12-digit trapping or hunting ID # is recorded above.
6. For fields below:   SEX : M = Male, F = Female, U = Unknown and TAKE: T = Trapped, H = Hunted, R = Road Killed.

Species Taken:  Only ONE SPECIES may be used ON THIS TAG

Date Taken
(mm/dd/yy)

County
(first 4 letters)

Town
(first 7 letters)

WMU Sex Take Seal Number
(DEC use only)

Fisher Marten Otter Bobcat (may be hunted)

DEC use only

Date of Birth
(mm/dd/yy)

Date Sealed
(mm/dd/yy)
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First Name Last Name

/ / ID # - -(from
license)

Region / / Badge/Sealer#

(Season limit of 6)

8506219696



New York State Pelt Sealing Instructions 
Species that require a pelt seal in New York State: fisher, marten and otter (trapped); bobcat (hunted or trapped). 

Pelt 

The possession tag must be filled out immediately after you 
reach your motor vehicle, camp, or home, whichever comes first 

To obtain a seal, set up an appointment with 
wildlife staff at a regional NYSDEC office 

Bring your hunting/trapping license, completed 
possession tag, and carcass/pelt to your appointment 

Whole 
carcass 

*Frozen: The
carcass must be 

thawed out 
enough to affix a 
seal through the 
webbing on the 
foot, or the head 

should be skinned 
from lip to eye 

hole. 

Fresh/thawed: 
The seal will be 
affixed through  
the webbing on  
the foot, or the 
head should be 

skinned from lip to 
eye hole. 

*Frozen: the pelt
must be thawed
enough to get a
seal through the
webbing of the

front or hind foot,
nostril, eye holes,

leg hole, or 
mouth. 

*Dried: The seal
will be affixed

through the eye
hole. The hole
should be big

enough to get a
seal through. 

Upon arrival, a NYSDEC representative will collect your 
possession tag and affix a seal to the carcass/pelt 

The carcass/pelt can now be sold, transfer ownership, 
leave New York State, or be mounted or tanned. 

* A popsicle stick, pencil, dowel, or similar object should be inserted either from the mouth hole through one of the eye 
holes or through a front or hind foot prior to freezing or drying.

For answers to frequently asked questions about pelt sealing and Furbearer Possession Tags, visit the NYSDEC website 
at https://www.dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/trapping/regulations.

https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/29046.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/trapping/regulations
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