New York State Species of Greatest Conservation Need
This list is a revision of the Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) list, which is part of New York's current
Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy (CWCS). For the development of the State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP),
SGCN and additional nominated species were filtered through a model that evaluated their current status based on
factors including abundance and population trends.

Species of Greatest Conservation Need

High Priority SGCN

The status of these species is known and conservation action is needed in the next ten years. These species are
experiencing a population decline, or have identified threats that may put them in jeopardy, and are in need of timely

management intervention or they are likely to reach critical population levels in New York.

Common Name Scientific Name Taxon
Allegheny woodrat Neotoma magister Mammals
Indiana myotis Myotis sodalis Mammals
Little brown myotis Myotis lucifugus Mammals
New England cottontail Sylvilagus transitionalis Mammals
Northern myotis Myotis septentrionalis Mammals
Eastern pipistrelle Perimyotis subflavus Mammals
American black duck Anas rubripes Birds
American three-toed woodpecker Picoides tridactylus Birds
Barn owl Tyto alba Birds
Bay-breasted warbler Setophaga castanea Birds
Bicknell's thrush Catharus bicknelli Birds
Black rail Laterallus jamaicensis Birds
Black skimmer Rynchops niger Birds
Black tern Chlidonias niger Birds
Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus Birds
Brown thrasher Toxostoma rufum Birds
Buff-breasted sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis Birds
Canada warbler Cardellina canadensis Birds
Cape May warbler Dendroica tigrina Birds
Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis Birds
Common nighthawk Chordeiles minor Birds
Eastern meadowlark Sturnella magna Birds
Golden-winged warbler Vermivora chrysoptera Birds
Grasshopper sparrow Ammodramus savannarum Birds
Gray jay Perisoreus canadensis Birds
Henslow's sparrow Ammodramus henslowii Birds
Horned lark Eremophila alpestris Birds
Kentucky warbler Geothlypis formosus Birds

King rail Rallus elegans Birds
Little gull Hydrocoloeus minutus Birds
Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus Birds
Northern bobwhite Colinus virginianus Birds
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need - High Priority, continued

Olive-sided flycatcher
Piping plover
Prothonotary warbler
Red knot

Red-headed woodpecker
Roseate tern

Rusty blackbird
Saltmarsh sparrow
Seaside sparrow

Sedge wren
Semipalmated sandpiper
Short-billed dowitcher
Short-eared owl

Spruce grouse

Upland sandpiper
Vesper sparrow
Whimbrel
Whip-poor-will
Yellow-breasted chat
Blanding's turtle

Bog turtle

Eastern hog-nosed snake
Eastern massasauga
Eastern musk turtle
Eastern spiny softshell
Queensnake
Southeastern mud turtle
Spotted turtle

Timber rattlesnake
Wood turtle

Woodland box turtle
Atlantic Coast leopard frog
Blue-spotted salamander
Eastern cricket frog
Eastern hellbender

Eastern long-tailed salamander

Eastern tiger salamander
Four-toed salamander
American eel

Bigeye chub

Bloater

Bluebreast darter
Comely shiner

Gilt darter

Mooneye

Contopus borealis
Charadrius melodus
Protonotaria citrea

Calidris canutus
Melanerpes erythrocephalus
Sterna dougallii

Euphagus carolinus
Ammodramus caudacutus
Ammodramus maritimus
Cistothorus platensis
Calidris pusilla
Limnodromus griseus

Asio flammeus

Falcipennis canadensis
Bartramia longicauda
Pooecetes gramineus
Numenius phaeopus
Caprimulgus vociferus
Icteria virens

Emydoidea blandingii
Glyptemys muhlenbergii
Heterodon platirhinos
Sistrurus catenatus catenatus
Sternotherus odoratus
Apalone spinifera spinifera
Regina septemvittata
Kinosternon subrubrum subrubrum
Clemmys guttata

Crotalus horridus
Glyptemys insculpta
Terrapene carolina carolina
Lithobates kauffeldi
Ambystoma laterale

Acris crepitans
Cryptobranchus alleganiensis
Eurycea longicauda
Ambystoma tigrinum
Hemidactylium scutatum
Anguilla rostrata

Hybopsis amblops
Coregonus hoyi
Etheostoma camurum
Notropis amoenus

Percina evides

Hiodon tergisus
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need - High Priority, continued

Northern sunfish
Paddlefish

River redhorse

Sauger

Spotted darter
Summer sucker
Swallowtail shiner
Unknown sucker variant
American shad
Atlantic sturgeon
Atlantic tomcod
Fourspine stickleback
Lined seahorse
Northern pipefish
Tautog

Threespine stickleback
Winter flounder
Dusky shark
Porbeagle shark
Roughtail stingray
Sand tiger shark
Thorny skate
Thresher shark

White shark

Blue whale

Fin whale

Harbor porpoise
North Atlantic right whale
Sei whale

Sperm whale

Green turtle

Kemp's ridley
Leatherback sea turtle
Loggerhead turtle

Bay scallop

Eastern oyster

Hard clam

American lobster
Horseshoe crab
Alewife floater

Black sandshell

Brook floater
Chittenango ovate amber snail
Clubshell

Deertoe

Lepomis peltastes
Polyodon spathula
Moxostoma carinatum
Sander canadensis
Etheostoma maculatum
Catostomus utawana
Notropis procne
Catostomus sp.

Alosa sapidissima
Acipenser oxyrinchus
Microgadus tomcod
Apeltes quadricus
Hippocampus erectus
Syngnathus fuscus
Tautoga onitis
Gasterosteus aculeatus

Pseudopleuronectes americanus

Carcharhinus obscurus
Lamna nasus

Dasyatis centroura
Carcharias taurus
Amblyraja radiata
Alopias vulpinus
Carcharodon carcharias
Balaenoptera musculus
Balaenoptera physalus
Phocoena phocoena
Eubalaena glacialis
Balaenoptera borealis
Physeter catodon
Chelonia mydas
Lepidochelys kempii
Dermochelys coriacea
Caretta caretta
Argopecten irradians
Crassostrea virginica
Mercenaria mercenaria
Homarus americanus
Limulus polyphemus
Anodonta implicata
Ligumia recta
Alasmidonta varicosa
Novisuccinea chittenangoensis
Pleurobema clava
Truncilla truncata
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need - High Priority, continued

Dwarf wedgemussel

Green floater

Rainbow

Rayed bean

Slippershell mussel
Tidewater mucket

Wabash pigtoe
Wavy-rayed lampmussel
Tomah mayfly

Tiger spiketail

Little bluet

Scarlet bluet

Pine barrens bluet

Sable clubtail

Septima's clubtail

Skillet clubtail

Green-faced clubtail
Boreal snaketail

Pygmy snaketail

Gray petaltail

Two-spotted lady beetle
Appalachian tiger beetle
Hairy-necked tiger beetle
Cobblestone tiger beetle
Northern barrens tiger beetle
Nine-spotted lady beetle
Transverse lady beetle
Three-banded lady beetle
A noctuid moth

Northern metalmark
Henry's elfin

Hessel's hairstreak

Frosted elfin

Mottled duskywing
Persius duskywing
Bogbean buckmoth

Karner blue butterfly
Southern grizzled skipper
Northern oak hairstreak
Rusty-patched bumble bee
Ashton's cuckoo bumble bee
Northern amber bumble bee
Yellow bumble bee
Yellow-banded bumble bee
American bumble bee

Alasmidonta heterodon
Lasmigona subviridis
Villosa iris

Villosa fabalis
Alasmidonta viridis
Leptodea ochracea
Fusconaia flava

Lampisilis fasciola
Siphlonisca aerodromia
Cordulegaster erronea
Enallagma minusculum
Enallagma pictum
Enallagma recurvatum
Gomphus rogersi
Gomphus septima
Gomphus ventricosus
Gomphus viridifrons
Ophiogomphus colubrinus
Ophiogomphus howei
Tachopteryx thoreyi
Adalia bipunctata
Cicindela ancocisconensis
Cicindela hirticollis
Cicindela marginipennis
Cicindela patruela patruela
Coccinella novemnotata
Coccinella transversoguttata
Coccinella trifasciata
Amphipopoea erepta ryensis
Calephelis borealis
Callophrys henrici
Callophrys hesseli
Callophrys irus

Erynnis martialis

Erynnis persius persius
Hemileuca sp. 1

Plebejus melissa samuelis
Pyrgus wyandot
Satyrium favonius ontario
Bombus dffinis

Bombus ashtoni

Bombus borealis

Bombus fervidus

Bombus terricola

Bombus pensylvanicus
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need

The status of these species is known and conservation action is needed. These species are experiencing some level of
population decline, have identified threats that may put them in jeopardy, and need conservation actions to maintain

stable population levels or sustain recovery.

Common Name Scientific Name Taxon
Hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus Mammals
Moose Alces americanus Mammals
Eastern small-footed myotis Myotis leibii Mammals
Eastern red bat Lasiurus borealis Mammals
Silver-haired bat Lasionycteris noctivagans Mammals
American bittern Botaurus lentiginosus Birds
American kestrel Falco sparverius Birds
American oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus palliatus Birds
American woodcock Scolopax minor Birds

Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Birds
Black scoter Melanitta americana Birds
Black-bellied plover Pluvialis squatarola Birds
Black-billed cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus Birds
Black-crowned night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax Birds
Black-throated blue warbler Setophaga caerulescens Birds
Blue-winged teal Anas discors Birds
Blue-winged warbler Vermivora cyanoptera Birds
Bonaparte's gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia Birds
Caspian tern Hydroprogne caspia Birds
Cerulean warbler Setophaga cerulea Birds
Common eider Somateria mollissima Birds
Common goldeneye Bucephala clangula Birds
Common loon Gavia immer Birds
Common tern Sterna hirundo Birds
Cory's shearwater Calonectris diomedea borealis Birds
Forster's tern Sterna forsteri Birds
Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus Birds
Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos Birds
Great egret Ardea alba Birds
Greater scaup Aythya marila Birds
Greater yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca Birds
Gull-billed tern Gelochelidon nilotica Birds
Harlequin duck Histrionicus histrionicus Birds
Horned grebe Podiceps auritus Birds
Laughing gull Leucophaeus atricilla Birds
Least bittern Ixobrychus exilis Birds
Least tern Sternula antillarum Birds
Lesser scaup Aythya affinis Birds
Little blue heron Egretta caerulea Birds
Long-eared owl Asio otus Birds
Long-tailed duck Clangula hyemalis Birds
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need, continued

Louisiana waterthrush
Northern goshawk
Northern harrier
Northern pintail
Peregrine falcon
Pied-billed grebe
Prairie warbler

Purple sandpiper
Razorbill
Red-shouldered hawk
Ruddy duck

Ruddy turnstone
Ruffed grouse

Scarlet tanager
Snowy egret

Surf scoter

Tricolored heron
White-winged scoter
Willet

Wood thrush
Worm-eating warbler
Yellow-crowned night-heron
Common ribbonsnake
Eastern fence lizard
Eastern ratsnake
Eastern wormsnake
Northern black racer
Northern coal skink
Northern copperhead
Northern diamond-backed terrapin
Northern map turtle
Short-headed gartersnake
Smooth greensnake
Snapping turtle
Common mudpuppy
Eastern spadefoot
Fowler's toad
Marbled salamander
Western chorus frog
Atlantic salmon
Banded sunfish
Bigmouth shiner
Black bullhead

Black redhorse
Blackchin shiner

Parkesia motacilla

Accipiter gentilis

Circus cyaneus

Anas acuta

Falco peregrinus

Podilymbus podiceps
Setophaga discolor

Calidris maritima

Alca torda

Buteo lineatus

Oxyura jamaicensis

Arenaria interpres

Bonasa umbellus

Piranga olivacea

Egretta thula

Melanitta perspicillata
Egretta tricolor

Melanitta fusca

Tringa semipalmata
Hylocichla mustelina
Helmitheros vermivorum
Nyctanassa violacea
Thamnophis sauritus sauritus
Sceloporus undulatus
Pantherophis alleghaniensis
Carphophis amoenus amoenus
Coluber constrictor constrictor
Plestiodon anthracinus anthracinus
Agkistrodon contortrix mokasen
Malaclemys terrapin terrapin
Graptemys geographica
Thamnophis brachystoma
Opheodrys vernalis

Chelydra serpentina
Necturus maculosus
Scaphiopus holbrookii

Bufo fowleri

Ambystoma opacum
Pseudacris triseriata

Salmo salar

Enneacanthus obesus
Notropis dorsalis

Ameiurus melas

Moxostoma duquesnei
Notropis heterodon
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need, continued

Blacknose shiner
Bridle shiner

Brook trout (wild)
Cisco

Deepwater sculpin
Eastern sand darter
lowa darter
Ironcolor shiner
Lake chub

Lake sturgeon

Lake trout (wild)
Longnose sucker
Mountain brook lamprey
Muskellunge

Ohio lamprey
Pugnose shiner
Redfin shiner
Round whitefish
Swamp darter
Tonguetied minnow
Western pirate perch
Alewife

Atlantic silverside
Bay anchovy
Blueback herring
Cunner

Inland silverside
Atlantic menhaden
Mummichog

No. American ninespine stickleback
Northern puffer
Oyster toadfish
Shortnose sturgeon
Spotfin killifish
Barndoor skate
Basking shark
Clearnose skate
Little skate

Rosette skate
Sandbar shark
Shortfin mako
Winter skate
Humpback whale
Blue mussel

Ribbed mussel

Notropis heterolepis
Notropis bifrenatus
Salvelinus fontinalis
Coregonus artedi
Myoxocephalus thompsonii
Ammocrypta pellucida
Etheostoma exile
Notropis chalybaeus
Couesius plumbeus
Acipenser fulvescens
Salvelinus namaycush
Catostomus catostomus
Ichthyomyzon greeleyi
Esox masquinongy
Ichthyomyzon bdellium
Pugnose shiner
Lythrurus umbratilis
Prosopium cylindraceum
Etheostoma fusiforme
Tonguetied minnow
Aphredoderus sayanus gibbosus
Alosa pseudoharengus
Menidia menidia

Anchoa mitchilli

Alosa aestivalis
Tautogolabrus adspersus
Menidia beryllina
Brevoortia tyrannus
Fundulus heteroclitus
Pungitius pungitius occidentalis
Sphoeroides maculatus
Opsanus tau

Acipenser brevirostrum
Fundulus luciae

Dipturus laevis
Cetorhinus maximus
Raja eglanteria
Leucoraja erinacea
Leucoraja garmani virginica
Carcharhinus plumbeus
Isurus oxyrinchus
Leucoraja ocellata
Megaptera novaeangliae
Mytilus edulis

Geukensia demissa

Page 7

Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish
Freshwater Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Marine Fish

Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Sharks, Skates, and Rays
Whales, Dolphins, and Porpoises
Marine Mollusks
Marine Mollusks



Species of Greatest Conservation Need, continued

Atlantic marsh fiddler crab
Blue crab

Mucket

Elktoe

Three-ridge

Plain pocketbook
Yellow lampmussel
Pocketbook

Eastern pondmussel
Eastern pearlshell
Round pigtoe

Pink heelsplitter
Kidneyshell

Lilliput

Paper pondshell

A mayfly

A mayfly

A mayfly

A mayfly

A mayfly

A mayfly

Comet darner

Dusky dancer

Horned clubtail
Four-spotted pennant
Double-ringed pennant
Arrowhead spiketail
Atlantic bluet

New England bluet
Blackwater bluet
Mantled baskettail
Seaside dragonlet
Spine-crowned clubtail
Midland clubtail
Rapid's clubtail
American rubyspot
Rambur's forktail
Lyre-tipped spreadwing
Needham's skimmer
Cyrano darner
Southern sprite
Umber shadowdragon
Extra-striped snaketail
Brook snaketail
Common sanddragon

Uca pugnax

Callinectes sapidus
Actinonaias ligamentina
Alasmidonta marginata
Amblema plicata
Lampsilis cardium
Lampisilis cariosa
Lampisilis ovata

Ligumia nasuta
Margaritifera margaritifera
Pleurobema sintoxia
Potamilus alatus
Ptychobranchus fasciolaris
Toxolasma parvum
Utterbackia imbecillis
Ameletus tarteri
Dannella provonshai
Epeorus punctatus
Epeorus suffusus
Siphlonurus barbaroides
Siphlonurus barbarus
Anax longipes

Argia translata
Arigomphus cornutus
Brachymesia gravida
Celithemis verna
Cordulegaster obliqua
Enallagma doubledayi
Enallagma laterale
Enallagma weewa
Epitheca semiaquea
Erythrodiplax berenice
Gomphus abbreviatus
Gomphus fraternus
Gomphus quadricolor
Hetaerina americana
Ischnura ramburii
Lestes unguiculatus
Libellula needhami
Nasiaeschna pentacantha
Nehalennia integricollis
Neurocordulia obsoleta
Ophiogomphus anomalus
Ophiogomphus aspersus
Progomphus obscurus
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need, continued

Spatterdock darner
Mocha emerald
Russet-tipped clubtail
Illinois snowfly

Ohio snowfly

A stonefly

Quebec stripetail

Bay underwing
Herodias underwing
Jair underwing
Waxed sallow

A noctuid moth
Melsheimer's sack bearer
Regal moth

A hand-maid moth
Imperial moth
Brown-bordered geometer
A noctuid moth
Barrens buckmoth
Jutta arctic

A noctuid moth
Checkered white
Pink sallow

Rhionaeschna mutata
Somatochlora linearis
Stylurus plagiatus
Allocapnia illinoensis
Allocapnia ohioensis
Isogenoides frontalis
Isoperla gibbsae
Catocala badia
Catocala herodias gerhardi
Catocala jair
Chaetaglaea cerata
Chytonix sensilis
Cicinnus melsheimeri
Citheronia regalis
Datana ranaeceps
Eacles imperialis pini
Eumacaria madopata
Eucoptocnemis fimbriaris
Hemileuca maia maia
Oeneis jutta

Orthodes obscura
Pontia protodice
Psectraglaea carnosa
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