25 surficial (0-6 cm) soil samples were collected along
a transect at each site using a hand corer




The 25 sub-samples were combined, homogenized and
collected a
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Fact Sheet

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION OF

FROGS AND SEDIMENTS

Past and confinuing discharges of polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCHs) have contam d Hudson River natural resources
Whila the U. nmental Protection Agency is continuing
with cleanup plans, federal and state trustee agencies are
conducting o natural resource domage assessment (MRDA) to
assess and restore notural resources injured by PCBs.

This fact sheet provides information about a preliminary investi-
gation of frogs ond sediments being implemented under the

MNRDA

The Hudsen River and its surrounding habitat suppert many
species of amphibians, such as woad frog (Rana syhatica) and
northern leopard frog (Rana pipiens). These species spend a
|rIHJP part of their lives in contact with potentially contaminated
substances-water, sediment, and soil-and consume pol-'.'m:'u”',
contaminated prey. Amphibians, such as frogs, are essential
components of the lood web They eat insects, spiders, snails and
worms, and in turn, ore eaten by fish, snopping turtles, herons,
mink, and raccoon ile providing nutrients for their predators,
amphibians alse pass on tha hazardous substances thay have
accumuloted

PCB Exposure anp ErFects

Many laboratory and field studies have shown the potentially
harmful effects of PCBs on fish, birds, mammals, and other
wildlife, Howaver, toxicological dala on PCB impacts on amphib-
ians are limited. Some studies indicate that when amphibians are
exposed Io PCBs they may die, become deformed, or experience
problems during the change from tadpole to adult frog

Purpose

The Trustees are investigating the feasibility of using omphibians
|L)' annjury f.Jl.‘lL‘ll"”‘Lll'fJ" SIUCJ\‘ Ii"[]l]frh a }in.'ll'"l”ulv fl\\l'{.“.llf;!f.‘
tion focused on wood frogs and northern leapard frogs, and the
habitats in which they breed. The goal of the preliminary investi-
gation is to determine if a full-scale study of the effects of PCBs in
the Hudson River on amphibions should be underaken in the

future, The objectives ol the preliminary investigation are 1o

Establish whether northern leopard lrog and wood frog are
present in the Upper Hudson River in sufficient numbers and
locations to support future injury studies

Determina contaminant levels in sedimants from known
breeding areas of the northerm leopard frog and the woed
frog

Thare will also be opportunistic collection of data on three other
amphibian species - the bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana), the green
frog (Rana clamitans) and the American toad (Bufo omericanus)

Stupy Locarion

I'he study will be conducted along the Hudson River from Bakers
Falls in Hudson Falls, Mew York (River Mile 196.6) to the Faderal
Dam in Troy, New York (River Mile 153.9). If you own property
along this portion of the Hudson River, a scientist from the Mew
York State Department of Environmental Conservation may ask you
for parmission 1o anter your proparty for this study. f you grant
permission, the scienfist will survey your property for the presence of
frogs and frog egg masses. This may invelve listening for frogs
searching for frogs, and potentially collecting sediment samples
from frog breading habitat. The Trusteas will not anter your proparty

without your permission






