
Q: The law states you may 
not take deer and bear 
when they are in the water. 
How deep does the water 
have to be?
A: The Environmental 
Conservation Law states 
“Wild deer and bear shall 
not be taken in water.” The 

intent of this law was to pro-
hibit the shooting of deer or 

bear while their movement was 
impeded by water. 

Q: May I use a .410 shotgun  
to hunt turkeys?

A: Yes, you may use a shotgun or a 
handgun to hunt turkeys provided you 
are using shot size no larger than #2 or 
smaller than #8. See page 42.

Q: Can I hunt wild turkey  
over a baited area ?
A: No, you may not hunt wild turkey 
with the aid of baits, or on, or over any 
baited area. 

Q: May I kill a water snake?
A: No, all native NYS snakes are now 
protected.

Q: When do I have to attach the 
carcass tag to my turkey?
A: Immediately upon taking a turkey you 
must fill out AND attach your turkey tag.

Q: Can I use lighted bow sights  
to deer hunt?
A: Yes, provided the light only illumi-
nates the sights and does not project 
out towards the animal.
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Q: What is the minimum legal caliber 
for deer hunting?
A: There is no minimum caliber. The 
law only prohibits the use of rimfire am-
munition when hunting for deer. Any 
caliber centerfire ammunition is legal 
for hunting big game in both rifles and 
handguns. (See [legal implement map] 
on page 22.)

Q: Can I carry my .22 caliber rifle 
when checking my trap line?
A: Yes. A trapping license entitles to you 
shoot lawfully trapped wildlife. If you 
want to hunt other small game while 
trapping, you must also possess a small 
game hunting license.

Q: May I use a semi-automatic 
handgun to hunt deer or bear if it 
holds more than 6 rounds?
A: Yes, provided the barrel length is less 
than 8 inches in length.

Q: Can I use a rifle for hunting 
woodchucks in the “shotgun only 
areas” of the State?
A: Except in Westchester and Long 
Island, you MAY use a rifle to hunt 
woodchucks in the areas that are desig-
nated as shotgun, muzzleloader, and bow 
only for big game, provided there is cur-
rently no open season for big game.

Q: I know someone who is poaching. 
May I call to report the violation of 
law and never have the person find out 
who turned him in?
A: Yes, by using our TIPP complaint 
hotline at 1-800-TIPP-DEC (1-800-847-
7332). When you contact the DEC be 
sure to inform us that it is a “confiden-
tial” complaint and you wish to remain 
anonymous.

Q: May I use a spotlight from my car to 
hunt for a raccoon at night, provided 
I get out of the vehicle and move off 
the maintained portion of the roadway 
before I shoot.
A: No, you may not use lights from a 
motor vehicle to take or pursue wildlife.
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�Albany County ECO Luke Billotto is shown with a fawn white-
tailed deer that was illegally kept in a residence. The fawn had 
lost its fear of humans and dogs. All young wildlife should be 
left alone. Taking young wildlife into captivity is unlawful.

t	� On May 1, 2009 at a road check in southern Herkimer County, 
ECOs Lucas (L) and Schoonover (R) stand with retired school 
superintendent Dr. Larry Zacher of Whitesboro, Oneida County.  

	� Dr. Zacher harvested this trophy tom, his first ever, in Herkimer 
County, Town of Stark thanks to the calling of Donnie Monk of 
Starkville. Dr. Zacher has been an avid hunter since 14 years 
of age and within the past ten years has traveled to Quebec, 
Wyoming and Tennessee in pursuit of big game and boar.
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t	�ECO John Blades is pictured here with a cow moose that was 

illegally shot in the Town of Keene, Essex County. The hind quar-
ters had already been packed out. The second photo depicts the 
carcass concealed under pine boughs in an effort to cover up the 
incident. Two subjects were arrested by ECO Blades and Investi-
gator Ken Bruno after a brief investigation following a timely tip. 
The shooter plead guilty to the misdemeanor and was sentenced 
to thirty days in jail and a $2000.00 fine. His accomplice was 
fined $1000.00.

TOLL-FREE 24 HOUR ECO DISPATCH CENTER: 1-877-457-5680



Photo by Lt. M.B. Jacoby
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En v ironmenta l Conservation officers

Albany
ECO Luke Billotto	 (518) 505-4029
ECO Kurt Bush	 (518) 813-6805
ECO Matthew Lacroix	 (518) 813-5573
ECO Kurt Swan	 (518) 869-5237
SECO Kevin Beiter	 (518) 357-2047

Allegany
ECO Ken Basile	 (585) 403-2447
ECO Russell Calanni	 (585) 403-2437
ECO Mark Wojtkowiak	 (607) 339-3591

Bronx
ECO Matthew Clemens	 (718) 829-2827
ECO Eric Dowling	 (845) 623-3767
ECO Nathan Favreau	 (646) 294-7170
ECO Jared Woodin	 (646) 542-4299
SECO Todd Richards	 (718) 482-4885

Broome
ECO Joel Blincoe	 (607) 621-8537
ECO Andrew Mccormick	 (607) 624-3464
ECO Kenric Warner	 (607) 624-3255
SECO Thomas Lutz	 (315) 426-7431

Cattaraugus
ECO Thomas Hansen	 (716) 997-9795
ECO Robert Nosal	 (716) 532-0461
ECO Nathan Verhague	 (716) 771-8266
SECO Frank Lauricella	 (716) 851-7000

Cayuga
ECO Mark Colesante	 (315) 567-1835
ECO Christopher Nielsen	 (315) 253-7689
ECO Scott Sincebaugh	 (315) 253-8534
SECO Donald Pleakis	 (315) 426-7431

Chautauqua
ECO Kevin Budniewski	 (716) 401-1163
ECO Christopher Freeman	 (716) 490-3947
ECO Dennis Gowan	 (716) 965-2779

ECO Jerry Kinney	 (716) 401-1187
SECO Frank Lauricella	 (716) 851-7000

Chemung
ECO Michael Brazauskas	 (607) 275-7764
ECO Toni Dragotta	 (607) 331-7458
ECO Steven Farrand	 (607) 331-7549
SECO Thomas Stoner	 (585) 226-6866

Chenango
ECO Brett Armstrong	 (607) 895-6515
ECO Eric Templeton	 (607) 648-7657
SECO James Schultz	 (315) 426-7431

Clinton
ECO Lawrence Cabana	 (518) 643-0405
ECO Daniel Darrah	 (518) 643-8172
ECO Lester Taylor	 (518) 643-0475

Columbia
ECO Peter Brinkerhoff	 (518) 505-4157
ECO Jeffrey Cox	 (518) 794-8935
SECO James Hays	 (518) 357-2047

Cortland
ECO Thomas Fernandes	 (607) 836-6595
SECO James Schultz	 (315) 426-7431

Delaware
ECO Vernon Bauer	 (845) 346-6607
ECO Nathan Doig	 (607) 267-5452
ECO John Lifrieri	 (607) 267-5151
ECO George Wilber III	 (607) 267-5479
SECO Thomas Harrington	 (518) 357-2047

Dutchess
ECO Robert Hodor Jr.	 (845) 483-9672
ECO Deo Read III	 (845) 240-6758
ECO Beverly Whalen	 (914) 589-5759
SECO David Clayton	 (845) 256-3013

Erie
ECO Carlton Gill	 (716) 908-5051
ECO Charles Lohr	 (716) 549-0542
ECO Scott Marshall	 (716) 537-2464
ECO Mark Mazurkiewicz	 (716) 537-2533
ECO Michael Phelps	 (716) 250-8213
ECO A. Charles Wilson	 (716) 675-1095
SECO Thomas Scott	 (716) 851-7000

Essex
ECO Harold Barber	 (518) 335-5422
ECO John Blades	 (518) 335-5201
ECO James Cole	 (518) 335-5801
ECO Daniel Malone	 (518) 418-9946
SECO William Crain	 (518) 897-1326

Franklin
ECO Jeffrey Hovey	 (518) 637-5694
ECO Michael Phelps	 (518) 418-9984
ECO Kevin Riggs	 (518) 335-3558
ECO Jorge Sibbert	 (518) 335-3903

Fulton
ECO Shane Manns	 (518) 708-1168
ECO Nathaniel Mead	 (518) 844-7210
SECO John Ellithorpe	 (518) 897-1326

Genesee
ECO Paul Kroth	 (585) 682-7791
ECO Kevin Lawson	 (585) 297-3427
ECO Richard Rauscher	 (585) 300-7715

Greene
ECO Michael Arp	 (518) 966-5357
ECO Sean Dewey	 (518) 653-3077

ECO Anthony Glorioso	 (518) 755-9242
SECO Kevin Beiter	 (518) 357-2047

Hamilton
ECO Peter Buswell	 (518) 548-4137
ECO Keith Kelly	 (315) 804-9435
ECO Scott Pierce	 (518) 866-4723
ECO Scott Yacavone	 (518) 791-5716
SECO John Ellithorpe	 (518) 897-1326

Herkimer
ECO Russell Fetterman	 (315) 823-1698
ECO James Kerns	 (315) 489-3346
ECO Darryl Lucas	 (315) 823-4071
ECO Russell Ritzel	 (315) 489-3907
ECO Corey Schoonover	 (315) 269-6646
ECO Brian Willson	 (315) 542-4863
SECO Matthew Jacoby	 (315) 785-2231

Jefferson
ECO Steven Bartoszewski	 (315) 489-6984
ECO Mark Malone	 (315) 583-3568
ECO John Murphy	 (315) 542-4293
ECO Derek Steenburgh	 (315) 493-7329
ECO Thomas Wensley	 (315) 654-3597
SECO Chris Handley	 (315) 785-2231

Kings
ECO Matthew Baker	 (718) 987-5094
ECO Matthew Krug	 (718) 474-2509
ECO Gregory Maneeley	 (718) 668-0276
ECO Matthew Nichols	 (646) 542-4313
ECO Jennifer Okonuk	 (914) 375-0748
ECO Neil Stevens	 (646) 542-4312
SECO John Fitzpatrick	 (718) 482-4885

Lewis
ECO Fay Fuerch	 (315) 542-4290
ECO John Murphy	 (315) 542-4293
ECO Eric Roderick	 (315) 489-3269
ECO Derek Steenburgh	 (315) 493-7329
SECO Chris Handley	 (315) 785-2231

Livingston
ECO John Hill	 (585) 303-1356
ECO Brian Wade	 (585) 303-0065
ECO Chris Ward	 (585) 303-0098
SECO Peter Barton	 (585) 226-6866

Madison
ECO Harry Chase	 (315) 662-3412
ECO Christopher Childs	 (315) 254-0657
SECO James Schultz	 (315) 426-7431

Monroe
ECO Bruce Bullock	 (585) 303-1502
ECO Elizabeth Haag	 (585) 414-0611
ECO Bruce Hummel	 (585) 200-2868
ECO Brian Shea	 (585) 576-5678
ECO Eoin Snowdon	 (585) 683-6758

Montgomery
ECO Jason Deangelis	 (518) 346-4580
ECO Christopher Valenty	 (518) 505-4104
SECO Kevin Beiter	 (518) 357-2047

Nassau
ECO Erik Dalecki	 (516) 204-6312
ECO Donald Damrath	 (516) 204-6623
ECO Denise Ferraro	 (516) 826-0832
ECO Matthew Garrigan	 (516) 264-1232
ECO Aaron Gordon	 (631) 820-1521
ECO Michael Unger	 (516) 328-0579
ECO Joshua Wolgast	 (516) 924-4982
SECO Matthew Blaising	 (631) 444-0250

Wildlife Compact
Effective March 1, 2006, New York State joined 
the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact 
(IWVC). The IWVC is a compact under 
which member states reciprocate regarding 
the suspension or revocation of licenses and 
permits resulting from violations concerning 
the pursuit, possession or taking of mammals, 
birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, mollusks, 
shellfish and crustaceans. If a person’s license or 
permit privileges which come under the scope 
of the IWVC are suspended or revoked in one 
member state, they are subject to suspension 
or revocation in all member states. In addi-
tion to license and permit suspensions and 
revocations which result from a conviction 
for the illegal pursuit, possession or taking 
of mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, 
mollusks, shellfish and crustaceans, failing 
to appear in court or to otherwise answer a 
ticket or summons issued for such violations 
will also result in license or permit suspension. 
IWVC member states also agree to recognize 
convictions for violations within the scope of 
the IWVC which occur in all other member 
states and to apply them toward license and 
permit suspension and revocations in the state 
in which the person resides. 

There are now 31 member states. Other 
states and Canadian provinces are expected 
to join the IWVC in the near future. For a 
complete list of IWVC member states, please 
call DEC’s Division of Law Enforcement at 
518-402-8814. 

Law Enforcement Toll Free 24-Hour  
ECO Dispatch 1-877-457-5680
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En v ironmenta l Conservation officers

NewYork
ECO Dustin Dainack	 (718) 979-0696
ECO Timothy Machnica	 (845) 429-5141
ECO Brent Wilson	 (646) 542-4297
SECO Bernard Rivers	 (718) 482-4885

Niagara
ECO Jason Powers	 (716) 433-1432
ECO James Rogers	 (716) 773-0984
ECO Roger Thompson	 (716) 433-3369
SECO Matthew Pestinger	 (716) 851-7000

Oneida
ECO Vernon Fonda	 (315) 489-4224
ECO Ricardo Grisolini	 (315) 240-6966
ECO James Kerns	 (315) 489-3346
ECO Steven Lakeman	 (315) 734-0648
ECO Russell Ritzel	 (315) 827-4220
ECO Brian Willson	 (315) 542-4863
SECO Matthew Jacoby	 (315) 785-2231

Onondaga
ECO Richard Head	 (315) 673-3067
ECO David Mcshane	 (315) 487-4401
ECO Paul Sherman	 (315) 484-9678
ECO Chrisman Starczek	 (315) 445-2061
SECO Donald Pleakis	 (315) 426-7431

Ontario
ECO John Dobies	 (585) 905-7669
ECO Daniel Malloy	 (585) 905-7404
ECO John Stansfield	 (315) 986-9438
SECO David Baker	 (585) 226-6866

Orange
ECO Michael Buckley	 (845) 236-7684
ECO Jeffrey Conway	 (845) 699-9813
ECO Nicholas Desotelle	 (845) 662-5756
ECO Dawn Galvin	 (845) 638-0979
ECO Aaron Gordon	 (845) 662-5787
ECO Kristina Shephard	 (845) 784-6045
SECO Martin Townley	 (845) 256-3013

Orleans
ECO Paul Kroth	 (585) 682-7791
ECO Kevin Lawson	 (585) 297-3427
ECO Richard Rauscher	 (585) 300-7715

Oswego
ECO William Burnell	 (315) 676-5387
ECO Matthew Dorrett	 (315) 625-4129
ECO Shawn Dussault	 (315) 963-1008
ECO Matthew Harger	 (315) 383-1766
ECO Anthony Panipinto	 (315) 623-7657
SECO James Reitmeier	 (315) 426-7431

Otsego
ECO Timothy Card	 (607) 267-9547
ECO Mark Vencak	 (607) 397-1823
ECO Kurt Zurmuhlen	 (607) 267-5444
SECO Thomas Harrington	 (518) 357-2047

Putnam
ECO Jason Curinga	 (845) 612-6099
ECO James Davey	 (845) 787-7025
ECO Keith Manners	 (845) 265-2165
ECO Aaron Markey	 (845) 424-3281
ECO Brian Toth	 (845) 424-3073
SECO Maude Filmer	 (845) 256-3013

Queens
ECO Christopher Lattimer	 (718) 424-3628
ECO Doreen Lum	 (718) 956-6460
ECO A Michael Mat	 (516) 536-2352
ECO Shea Mathis	 (646) 542-4305
SECO Todd Richards	 (718) 482-4885

Rensselaer
ECO Brian Canzeri	 (518) 270-5035
ECO Scott Daly	 (518) 674-1815
SECO James Hays	 (518) 357-2047

Richmond
ECO Alan Brassard	 (718) 979-0610
ECO George Scheer	 (718) 979-0689
ECO David Thomas	 (646) 542-4316
SECO Bernard Rivers	 (718) 482-4885

Rockland
ECO Nicholas Desotelle	 (845) 662-5756
ECO Dawn Galvin	 (845) 638-0979
ECO Kristina Shephard	 (845) 784-6045
SECO Martin Townley	 (845) 256-3013

Saratoga
ECO Robert Higgins	 (518) 860-8677
ECO Mark Klein	 (518) 892-9402
ECO James Service	 (518) 583-2790
ECO Steven Shaw	 (518) 860-8675
SECO Christopher Ruckert	 (518) 897-1326

Schenectady
ECO Jason Deangelis	 (518) 346-4580
ECO Christopher Valenty	 (518) 505-4104
SECO Kevin Beiter	 (518) 357-2047

Schoharie 
ECO Keith Isles	 (518) 295-7949
ECO Michael Terrell	 (518) 827-7754
SECO Thomas Harrington	 (518) 357-2047

Schuyler
ECO Michael Brazauskas	 (607) 275-7764
ECO Toni Dragotta	 (607) 331-7458
ECO Steven Farrand	 (607) 331-7549
SECO Thomas Stoner	 (585) 226-6866

Seneca
ECO Scott Angotti	 (315) 568-5370
ECO Dieter Kraemer	 (607) 339-6796
SECO Thomas Stoner	 (585) 226-6866

St. Lawrence
ECO Scott Atwood	 (315) 262-2304
ECO Troy Basford	 (315) 265-2757
ECO Bret Canary	 (315) 489-3180
ECO Joseph Munn	 (315) 842-2854
ECO Jonathan Ryan	 (315) 322-5106
ECO Joel Schneller	 (315) 566-9258
ECO Michael Sherry	 (315) 375-6684
SECO Matthew Revenaugh	 (315) 785-2231

Steuben
ECO Thomas Flaitz	 (607) 331-7169
ECO David Hulett	 (607) 331-7111
ECO Edward Stull	 (607) 331-6468
SECO Peter Barton	 (585) 226-6866

Suffolk
ECO Liza Bobseine	 (631) 905-4235
ECO Erik Dalecki	 (516) 204-6312
ECO Donald Damrath	 (516) 204-6623
ECO Jeremy Eastwood	 (631) 874-3132
ECO Timothy Fay	 (631) 447-0959
ECO Denise Ferraro	 (516) 826-0832
ECO Thomas Gadomski	 (631) 477-3779
ECO Matthew Garrigan	 (516) 264-1232
ECO Kaitlin Grady	 (631) 744-2507
ECO Christopher Lagree	 (631) 205-0470
ECO Alena Lawston	 (631) 325-8569
ECO Richard Maggio	 (516) 779-9356
ECO Dustin Oliver	 (631) 205-0649
ECO Mark Simmons	 (516) 204-6594

ECO Joshua Sulkey	 (516) 881-6548
ECO Michael Unger	 (516) 328-0579
ECO Joshua Verhague	 (631) 289-2048
ECO Joshua Wolgast	 (516) 924-4982
SECO Dallas Bengel	 (631) 444-0250
SECO Matthew Blaising	 (631) 444-0250
SECO Frank Carbone	 (631) 444-0250

Sullivan
ECO Michael Bello	 (845) 665-5489
ECO Timothy Canfield	 (845) 733-4669
ECO Scott Steingart	 (607) 316-3248
ECO Ricky Wood	 (845) 665-5637
SECO Deming Lindsley	 (845) 256-3013

Tioga
ECO Michael Wheeler	 (607) 687-0622
ECO Stanley Winnick III	 (607) 245-9751
SECO Thomas Lutz	 (315) 426-7431

Tompkins
ECO Osman Eisenberg	 (607) 564-9458
ECO James Milewski Jr	 (607) 283-1494
SECO Thomas Lutz	 (315) 426-7431

Ulster
ECO Louis Bello	 (845) 566-5056
ECO Brian Gillis	 (845) 687-9350
ECO Claude Stephens Jr	 (845) 430-8541
ECO Marion Hoffman	 (845) 430-0972
ECO Myles Schillinger	 (845) 246-8002
SECO David Clayton	 (845) 256-3013
SECO Deming Lindsley	 (845) 256-3013

Warren
ECO Stephen Delarosa	 (518) 527-1101
ECO Louis Gerrain	 (518) 623-4184
ECO George Lapoint	 (518) 793-3767
SECO William Crain	 (518) 897-1326

Washington
ECO William Bramlage	 (518) 745-1489
ECO Jeffrey Dempster	 (518) 692-9973
ECO Stephen Gonyeau	 (518) 567-2104
SECO Christopher Ruckert	 (518) 897-1326

Wayne
ECO Joshua Crain	 (315) 489-3422
ECO William Powell III	 (315) 986-3598
ECO Todd A. Smith	 (315) 745-9371
SECO David Baker	 (585) 226-6866

Westchester
ECO Jason Curinga	 (845) 612-6099
ECO James Davey	 (845) 787-7025
ECO Keith Manners	 (845) 265-2165
ECO Aaron Markey	 (845) 424-3281
ECO Brian Toth	 (845) 424-3073
SECO Maude Filmer	 (845) 256-3013

Wyoming
ECO James Hunt	 (716) 628-3488
ECO Roger Ward Jr	 (585) 919-4465

Yates
ECO Matthew Lochner	 (585) 554-4131
ECO Keith Levanway	 (315) 531-8137
SECO Thomas Stoner	 (585) 226-6866

Wildlife Violators are Stealing From You!
Call 1-800-TIPP-DEC or an officer listed below to report poaching,  

trespassing, baiting or other wildlife violations. 
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