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CONSERVATION FUND A DV ISORY BOAR D

Pheasant propagation and distribution

Wild Turkey survival study

Promoting the conservation of wildlife resources in New York  
with the direct help of the sportsmen

The Division of Fish, Wildlife, and Marine Resources primarily funds its research 
and management programs with money collected from the dedicated sportsmen and 
women of New York. 

All hunting, fishing, and trapping license fees go directly into the 
Conservation Fund. These funds remain within the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. Federal Pittman-Robertson funds 
are allocated to states through a formula based on the number 
of licensed hunters and the land area of the state. These funds 
are derived from a federal excise tax on sporting arms, 
ammunition, and archery equipment and are matched by 
the state through your hunting and trapping license dollars.

Below is a breakdown of where funds come from, how 
they are spent and a few examples of current projects.

Hunting, fishing, and  
trapping license sales 

1.6 million licenses

General Fund

• New York State  
General Taxes

• Capital projects

• $14,422,286 to Division

Coyote ecology and affects on deer

Creating and maintaining access on Wildlife 
Management Areas for hunting and fishing

The number of hunting licenses sold in New 
York directly affects how much Federal Aid 
we receive for wildlife.

Conservation Fund

• $40.8 million  
to Division

Pittman Robertson Fund

• Federal excise tax on  
firearms, ammunition, 
and archery equipment 

• $5,674,375 to the 
Bureau of Wildlife
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NYS CONSERVATION FUND ADVISORY BOARD
The NYS Conservation Fund Advisory Board (CFAB) was established 
by law to make recommendations to state agencies on state government 
plans, policies, and programs affecting fish and wildlife. 

The Board
•	 Consults with and advises the Department of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC) about expenditure of Conservation Fund 
monies and ways to increase revenue to this fund.

•	 Promotes participation in fishing, hunting and trapping, and 
conservation and management of New York’s natural resources.

•	 Annually reviews the allocations and expenditures of DEC for fish 
and wildlife purposes and makes a report to the Commissioner of 
DEC by July 1st of each year.

Region Representative Phone Email

1 Charles Bevilacqua (516) 921-5400 cabevil@aol.com

2 Gordon J. Whiting (917) 941-4257 gwhiting@angelogordon.com

3 Dominick Scarzafava (845) 343-2991 u1012196@warwick.net

4 Alan Rosa (845) 586-3983 alrosa@cwconline.org

5 Jason Kemper (518) 863-8575 kemplay2002@yahoo.com

6 Linda S. Sicley (315) 232-4603 —

7 Charlie Pace (315) 655-9766 Pacech10@aol.com

8 Charles O. Hancock (585) 223-1850 chancock@rochester.rr.com

9 Dale F. Dunkelberger (716) 434-9268 Dunkster5@aol.com

NYSCC Howard O. Cushing, Jr. (518) 674-2961 ccshng3@aol.com

FWMB Jim Petreszyn (315) 366-2376 jim.petreszyn@co.madison.ny.us

CONSERVATION FUND A DV ISORY BOAR D
All eleven voting members are unpaid volunteers. Three members 

are appointed by the Governor, three by the senate, and three by the 
assembly. The NYS Conservation Council and the Fish and Wildlife 
Management Board each designate one member. Voting members 
represent each of the nine DEC regions. The Commissioner of DEC 
and the chairs of the senate finance committee, the Assembly Ways 
and Means Committee, and the Assembly Committee on Environ-
mental Conservation, or their designees, serve as ex officio, non-voting 
members of the board. CFAB endorses the North American Wildlife 
Conservation Model and bases evaluations of programs on conformity 
with that basic concept. CFAB supports a system that keeps wildlife 
as a public and sustainable resource, scientifically managed by profes-
sionals—thanks to sportswomen and sportsmen.




