
 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Water, Bureau of Water Resources Management  

625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-3508  

Well Abandonment and Decommissioning 

The form below is for use in notifying DEC of wells that are no longer active.  This can include wells that 
are still in place but no longer used or it can include wells that no longer exist. 

To prevent groundwater contamination and hazardous ground conditions, all wells must be either 
maintained or properly decommissioned. Good maintenance includes protection from vandalism by 
use of a protective casing and a locked well cap in good condition or by welding the cover in place. 
Additionally the well casing should be maintained in a way to prevent surface water from entering the 
casing. The casing or cap should be marked with a well owner’s identification and the well owner 
should keep a record of all well locations. Maintenance also includes inspecting the well periodically, at 
least once per year. If for any reason the well is not maintained it should be decommissioned. The term 
“abandonment” is vague and could be defined simply as neglect. Therefore think of decommissioning a 
well to be permanent closure. Property owners may be liable for groundwater contamination and 
injuries that occur due to abandoned wells not properly decommissioned.   Please provide the 
following information so that DEC can update its records.

1. Facility Information

2. Well Information – Provide the following information for a well that was formerly active and is no longer in
service.

Well Name Bedrock or 
Unconsolidated 

Well 
Depth 

Max 
Rate 

(gpm) 

Year of 
installation 

Last known 
year of active 

service 

3. Location (fill out at least sections i and ii.  Include information for section iii if possible)
i. Site

description

ii. Please attach a large scale map showing precise location.

iii. If accurate coordinates are known, enter them here:
    Latitude ___________  Longitude ______________ 

4. Status of well
a. The well remains in place and could be made operational  YES  NO 
b. The well remains in place but can no longer be operational
c. The well has been disconnected from the supply system
d. The pump and associated piping/electrical has been removed  
e. Top of well has a locking cap with functioning lock
f. Top of well is covered with a steel plate welded to the casing
g. Top of well is open or is covered with a non-locking cover
h. The well has been formerly decommissioned as per DEC Water Well Decommissioning

Procedures (http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/86955.html)
i. The well has been decommissioned using a different method from DEC Water Well

Decommissioning Procedures.
j. If response to i. was yes, describe the procedure that was used:

Facility
Name

Full 
Address

Town County Contact
Name

Telephone

 YES  NO 
 YES  NO 
 YES  NO 
 YES  NO 
 YES  NO 
 YES  NO 

 YES  NO 

 YES  NO 

(ft)

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/86955.html
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