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NYSDEC
NYSDOH
NYSDOT
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RAP
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RIBS
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SCS
SPDES
SUNY
TRI

TSS
USDA
USEPA
USGS
WQB
WOMAC
WROS
WWTP

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
New York State Department of Health

New York State Department of Transportation
Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons

Polychlorinated Biphenyl

Preserving the Earth Through Education

Remedial Action Plan

Request for Proposal

Rochester Gas & Electric

Rotating Intensive Basin Studies

Science Advisory Board (International Joint Commission)
Science Applications International Corp.

Superfund Amendments Reauthorization Act

Soil Conservation Service :

State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

State University of New York

Toxic Release Inventory
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United States Department of Agriculture

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
United States Geological Survey
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Water Quality Management Advisory Committee
Waterfront Recreation Opportunities Study
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Aesthetic

Assimilation
At:mospheric Deposition

Bioaccumulation
Bioconcentration
Biomagnification

Biological Oxygen Demand

Biota
Carcinogenic
Cladophora
Concentration

Concentration units:

Degrees Celsius

Emergent Vegetation

Erie Canal

GLOSSARY
Relating to or dealing with beauty.

The capacity of natural water courses to receive
pollutants without adverse affects.

Deposition of pollutants from the air onto the
ground

Related processes where chemical substances
increase in concentratin as they are accumulated by
aquatic organisms from water directly or through
consumption of food containing the chemicals.

Dissolved oxygen required by organisms for the
decomposition of organic matter present in water.

The plants and animals of a region.
Producing or inciting cancer.

A genus of green algae commonly known as
“maidens hair” which provides shelter and
breeding habitat to many aquatic invertebrates and
in excessive quantities cause unsanitary beach
conditions. :

The proportion of a material dissolved in water,
e.g., 20 mg/L= 20 parts material per million parts of
water.

mg/L=ppm=parts per million
pg/L=ppb=parts per billion
ng/L=pptr=parts per trillion

0 degrees C = 32 degrees F and 100 degrees C=212
degrees F. Therefore, degrees F =9/5 (degrees C) +

- 32.

In the case of aquatic habitats, this refers to
vegatation that is rooted under water but emerges
above the water line such as cattails.

The part of the New York State Canal System that

traverses Monroe County and portions of the
watershed of the Rochester Embayment.
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Eutrophication

Fauna
Flora

Genus (sing.), Genera(pl.)

Hydrology

Littoral

Loading

Oligochaetes

Phenols

Phytoplankton

Riparian -

Neoplasia

Thermocline

Trophic

Acceleration of the amount of nutrients
(particularly the nutrient phosphorus) to a water
body by natural or human induced causes. The
increased rate of delivery of nutrients results in
increasesd production of algae. Natural sources
include leaves. Human induced sources include
domestic sewage, stormwater runoff, and fertilizers.

Animals or animal life.

Plants or plant life.

A closely related kind, or group of plants or animals
that have one or more common characteristics. For
example, smallmouth and largemouth bass are

different species of the same genus.

The study of the movements and other properties
of water in the environment.

Of, relating to, or situated or growing on or near a
shore.

The amount of a matrerial that enters a water body
per unit of time, e.g., 1000 lbs./year, 2lbs./day, etc.

Aquatic worms that often indicate poor water
quality.

Caustic poisonous crystalline acidic compound
present in coal tar and wood tar.

Microscopic aquatic plants often floating in the
water.

Relating to or living or located on the bank of a
natural watercourse (as a stream or river)

The formation of tumors.

A rapid change in temperature vertically or
horizontally in a lake. ‘

Of or relating to nutrition. In the case of lake
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- Oligotrophic:
Mesotrophic:

Eutrophic:

Zooplankton

systems, this refers to the nutrients (phosphorus
and nitrogen) that feed the plant life.

Refers to a lake with few nutrients.
Refers to a lake with a moderate amount of
nutrients. :

Refers to a lake with a large amount of nutrients.

Microscopic aquatic animals often floating in the
water.
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