
ROSENDALE FLOOD DAMAGE 
REDUCTION PROJECT 

Department of 
Environmental Conservation 

 
Operated  and  Maintained  by:    The  Town  of  Rosendale  

 
Region  3  Counties:  Dutchess,  Orange,    
Putnam,  Rockland,  Sullivan,  Ulster ,  Westchester  

PROJECT LOCATION 
The project is located along the Rondout Creek, in the 
Village and Town of Rosendale in Ulster County, and 
extends along the Rondout Creek from Lefevre Falls 
upstream of the New York State Thruway to a point about 
500 feet upstream of James Street Bridge.  The drainage  
area of Rondout Creek at Rosendale, upstream of the  
junction with the Wallkill River is approximately 386 miles. 
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Rosendale Flood Damage Reduction Project 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The flood protection works at Rosendale were authorized and built in two stages.  Initial 

construction and the 1968 improvements. 
 
The initial project consisted of clearing the stream bed of accumulated debris and snags, and excavation 
of the channel to eliminate islands at two locations, one near Lawrenceville Bridge and the other between 
two highway bridges in the Village of Rosendale.  Construction of the projects extends for about 3000 
feet within the Village of Rosendale. 
 
Improvement works at Rosendale consist of the following work: 

 
• 11,300 feet of improved channel. 
• 1,600 feet of levee along the left bank. 
• 1000 feet of levee along the right bank. 
• 1,550 feet of concrete retaining walls, flood walls and wing walls. 
• A low flow channel. 
• Interior drainage facilities: 

o A pump station. 
o Gated gravity conduits. 
o Swales and ditches. 
o Earth fill. 
o Manholes.  
o Drop inlets.  
o Ponding areas. 

 
PROTECTION PROVIDED 

 The project provides protection against the largest flood of record, namely the October 1955 
flood, which resulted in overtopping of the left bank of the Rondout Creek in the center of the Village. 
The minimum freeboard between the design flood flow line and the top of the protection works is 2.5 feet 
for walls and 3 feet for levees. Under existing conditions, the design discharge is 38% of the Standard 
Project Flood. 

CONSTRUCTION 
 The initial project was completed in April 1957, while work on the improvement was initiated 
July 1st, 1968, and completed December 17th, 1970. 
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Rosendale Flood Damage Reduction Project 

ROSENDALE – GENERAL PLAN 
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Rosendale Flood Damage Reduction Project 

ROSENDALE – PROJECT LOCATIONS 
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Rosendale Flood Damage Reduction Project 

ROSENDALE – BIRD’S EYE VIEW (A) 
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Rosendale Flood Damage Reduction Project 

ROSENDALE – BIRD’S EYE VIEW (B) 
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Rosendale Flood Damage Reduction Project 

ROSENDALE – GENERAL PLAN AND AERIAL MAP OVERLAY (A) 
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Rosendale Flood Damage Reduction Project 
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ROSENDALE – GENERAL PLAN AND AERIAL MAP OVERLAY (B) 
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