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PREFACE

The parent document, “Guidelines for Erosion and
Sediment Control in Urban Areas of New York State,” was
originally published by the USDA Soil Conservation
Service in 1972 to provide information on minimizing
erosion and sediment problems on land undergoing
development. These guidelines were used by soil and water
conservation districts, planning boards, property owners,
land developers, contractors, and consultants.

Based upon the experience gained in the use of this
document, a committee was formed in 1978 to update this
guide. This committee contained specialists and
representatives from government, academia and the private
sector.

This committee completed their draft document, “Sediment
and Erosion Control for Developing Areas,” in May 1980.
Before this document could be finalized, technological
advances and increased demand for natural resource
planning due to increased urban pressure on rural areas,
caused an additional need for revision and expansion of the
technical chapters.

In March 1985, work resumed on the guide to expand
the standards and specifications to include temporary and
permanent structural measures for erosion and water
control, update the discipline vocabulary, incorporate the
most recent methods and procedures available, and to
provide local planners and legislators with examples of
public administration. This guidance document was
completed and published in February 1987. The guide was
again revised in mid-1991 to incorporate general updates, a
chapter on calculating runoff, a chapter on bio-engineering,
the addition of temporary and permanent practices and a
site-specific example demonstrating the planning and
design process.

A General State Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(SPDES) permit for construction activities was
approved for New York State by the Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) on August 1, 1993.

A General SPDES permit was required for any
construction site that disturbed five or more acres. It
required that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) be prepared for each specific site. The
SWPPP was required to address erosion and sediment
control and stormwater management.

The General SPDES permit was revised in January, 2003
to incorporate the USEPA’s - National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Phase 2 requirements.
These required construction sites disturbing one or more
acres to have an erosion and sediment control plan. The
guidance document was re-written to incorporate the
most recent developments in the discipline at that time
and became the New York State Standards and

Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control, August
2005.

Since the 2005 New York Standards and Specifications
were published, the Constriction General Permit has been
re-issued twice. In 2008 the General Permit incorporated
regulations for construction on slopes steeper than 25%
with limits for over-lot and linear construction. It also
excluded coverage from construction that impacted sites
that were on national or state Historic Registers; and
included a requirement that any disturbance that exceeded
five (5) acres at one time had to have a letter from
NYSDEC accepting the proposed work plan. The 2008
revision also provided standards for three watersheds that
required the use of enhanced phosphorous removal
techniques.

The 2010 version of the Construction General Permit
added an additional phosphorous-impaired watershed as
well as incorporated additional SWPPP requirements.
Items incorporated in the SWPPP by reference to the New
York State Stormwater Management Design Manual
include soil restoration of over compacted construction
areas and source control green infrastructure practices to
promote runoff reduction and water quality maintenance.

The 2015 version of the Construction General Permit
added EPA’s Construction and Development Effluent
Limit Guidelines (ELGSs) as required by 40 CFR 450.21.
The ELGs apply primarily to the selection, design, and
implementation of erosion and sediment controls (i.e.
during-construction controls) to be used on a construction
site. ELGs are technology-based effluent limitations that
represent the degree of reduction attainable by the
application of best practicable technology currently
available. These non-numeric effluent limits require an
owner or operator to ensure that water quality standards are
being met and the discharge of pollutants are minimized
through the selection, design and implementation of
erosion and sediment control measures.

The purpose of this book of standards and specifications is
to provide site developers with the minimum design
standards for erosion and sediment control to protect
water quality from adverse impacts due to construction
activity and reduce sediment damage and associated
maintenance costs of road ditches, storm sewers, streams,
lakes, and flood control structures. It is distributed by the
Empire State Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation
Society and also available on the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation’s stormwater
web site.

This book of standards and specifications should be used
by site developers in preparing their erosion and sediment
control plans, and by local municipalities in preparing and



implementing their soil erosion and sediment control
programs, reviewing proposed site development plans,
establishing or encouraging uniformity through standards
in applying erosion control techniques, and helping
developers, private engineers, and planners make
maximum use of potential development sites by proper
management of their natural resources.

This book of standards and specifications was prepared
with and under the direction of, the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of
Water. It is issued by the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation as minimum standards for
erosion and sediment control plans prepared for state
permits.
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