
Used Oil Retention Facilities
Used oil retention facilities (facilities that generate used oil and/or accept it from do-it-yourself oil changers and store
it in tanks or containers) are covered by the Part 360-14 Used Oil regulations. These regulations reference the
Petroleum Bulk Storage regulations, Parts 612 - 614.

Part 360-14 Requirements
The Used Oil regulations apply to any site (industrial, commercial, service establishment, government
facility, public or private) that is storing used oil, with some additional requirements for service and retail
establishments.
A "Service establishment" means any automobile service station, including gas only outlets, or any other
retail outlet or boat marina selling at least 500 gallons of lubricating oil annually and having an on-
premises oil changing operation.  A "Retail establishment" means any vendor who sells more than 1000
gallons of lubricating oil per year.
The requirements for retention facilities include:

< The retention facility must be designed and constructed in accordance with State and
municipal building and fire codes.  

< The retention facility must be in good condition (i.e., no severe rusting, apparent structural
defects or deterioration) and not visibly leaking.  

< The establishments must accept up to 5 gallons of used engine lubricating oil per person
per day, at no charge.  Please note that this requirement applies only to used engine
lubricating oil brought to the establishments by do-it-yourself oil changers, and not used oil
generated from servicing vehicles at an establishment.  

< An establishment must conspicuously post a sign in a location that is always open to public
view which states "WE ACCEPT USED OIL FOR RECYCLING AT NO CHARGE," with
lettering at least one inch high, and which is legible from a distance of at least 25 feet from
the outside of the establishment's building. 

< An aboveground retention facility, whether a tank or container, and the fill pipe(s) for
underground tanks, must be properly labeled by stating "USED OIL" and the capacity.  

< When a retention facility is full, the used engine lubricating oil must be removed as
expeditiously as possible and on a periodic basis consistent with the design capacity of the
retention facility.  The removal must only be performed by a Part 364-permitted transporter.
In addition, the establishment must inform individuals when the retention facility will be
emptied.  To obtain information on Part 364-permitted transporters in a particular area, the
Division of Regulatory Services at the appropriate DEC Regional Office should be contacted.
Ms. Arlene Schmidt of DEC's Central Office can be also be contacted at (518) 457-3254.

< All used oil generated must be assumed to be off-specification unless documentation exists
that it is on-specification.  

< Upon detection of a release to the environment, the owner must do the following:
- Stop the release
- Contain the released used oil
- Clean up and properly manage the released used oil and other material
- Repair or replace the retention facility, if necessary to stop future releases
- Notify the DEC spills hotline at (800) 457-7362



Used Oil - Petroleum Bulk Storage Requirements

The requirements of these regulations apply to tanks of any size at any size facility but do not apply
to containers or oil/water separators.

These regulations require:
< Registration - Any aboveground or underground tank must be registered with either DEC's

Division of Spills Management (DSM) or delegated counties (Nassau, Suffolk, Rockland,
Cortland).  New tanks must be registered as they are brought into service, while tanks
existing on the effective date of the new regulations must be registered by July 14, 1995.
DEC is not requiring registration fees to be paid at this time.

Existing Underground Storage Tanks require compliance immediately with:
< Inventory monitoring - unmetered tanks are required to have an annual standpipe analysis

or other acceptable leak detection equipment/procedure.
< Tank Tightness Testing - any tank over 1,100 gallons is required to have a tank tightness

test once every 5 years.  (EPA UST regulations require all tanks to have some form of leak
detection and may require more frequent testing).

< Closure requirements - any tank that is going to be closed must have the tank emptied,
cleaned and either removed or filled in-place with a solid inert material.  (EPA UST
regulations require that a site assessment be done at all tank closures)

Existing Aboveground Storage Tanks require compliance with: 
< Monthly Inspections (due immediately) - all aboveground tanks are required to visually

inspect the tank and appurtances to ensure that they are in good working condition.
< Ten-year Inspections (due by January 1997) - aboveground tanks 10,000 gallons or greater

or smaller tanks that could reasonably be expected to discharge to waters of the state are
required to have a structural inspection to ensure that the tank is in sound condition.  This
requirement does not apply to tanks that are entirely aboveground, such as tanks on skids
or cradles.

< Upgrading requirements (due by January 1997) - aboveground tanks are required to have
proper labeling, gauge and valves to control the flow of product.  In addition, tanks 10,000
gallons or greater or smaller tanks that could reasonably be expected to discharge to waters
of the state are required to retrofit secondary containment around the tank.

< Closure requirements (due immediately) - any tank that is going to be closed must have the
tank emptied, cleaned and either removed or secured in place with the date of permanent
closure stenciled on the tank.

New Aboveground and Underground Storage Tanks require compliance immediately with:
< The standards for new construction found in Part 614.  This also includes any reconditioning

or re-lining of existing tanks.

EPA Underground Storage Tank (UST) Regulations
< EPA has requirements for underground tanks that require financial responsibility, leak

detection, and upgrading requirements to a state-of-the-art system by December 1998.

If you have questions on any of these regulations please contact the regional office or the Bulk Storage
Helpline at (518) 457-4351.


