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6.3.2 Category B: Feasible New Sites  
 
STUYVESANT BEACH 
 
 
Town of Stuyvesant 
 
Columbia County 
 
River Mile 127 
 
Ownership:  Currently NYS OGS, to be 
transferred to NYSDEC in 2002 
 
 
*The following analysis is offered to guide potential 
development of a beach.  No action will be taken by the 
State of New York to develop swimming at this site 
without further examination and review. 
 
 
Beach Conditions:   Nearly a quarter mile of beaches are 
located at the Stuyvesant site on state land just south of Stuyvesant Landing.  The beach sands along the entire north shore of this peninsula have high quality 
consistency and good slope conditions, with some rocks and debris found near the eastern end, next to a railroad right-of-way.  The west shore of the peninsula, 
facing the channel, has a much flatter slope, with fine-grained sand that is less desirable for either beach development or other construction.  The north-facing 
beach is paralleled by a deeper area with an all sand bottom, which becomes a shallow tidal flat to the north with considerable vegetation.  A bay protects this 
beach from currents found on the open river. 
 
While the beach site at Stuyvesant is attractive, the characteristics of the adjoining underwater area in the bay are also of great potential importance.  If the areas 
directly next to the beach are bare sand, deepened and kept clear by water currents, as some of this study’s field checks indicate, then they pose different habitat 
implications than the vegetated, shallow flats, located just a few hundred feet further north in the bay.  It will be necessary to provide a more comprehensive 
review of this area before an informed policy recommendation can be made.  It is unlikely that the Stuyvesant site can be selected for early action without this 
environmental survey work. 
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During the time that these environmental and engineering studies are undertaken, a dialog needs to be established with municipal and County officials as well as 
different State agencies to see what roles they would wish to undertake in advancing a recreational facility at this site.  The proposed operations at this site, if 
any, should then be tailored to the needs envisioned in a Park Management Plan that responds to State, regional and local needs. 
 
Size of Feasible Facility and Other Potential Site Uses:  Governor George E. 
Pataki announced (25 February 2001) the availability of $8.5 million for 
projects along the Hudson River in Columbia County.  The proposed projects 
include a boat launch, improvements to railroad tracks and crossings, a cultural 
and environmental interpretive center, and a protected pedestrian crossing at 
Stuyvesant Landing, the proposed location of Stuyvesant Beach.  The 
improved site access and site development work authorized at Stuyvesant 
Landing could greatly facilitate the development of a public swimming facility. 
 
A “small” public swimming site can probably adequately serve local and 
regional demands at this potential beach site.  The design day population at this 
site is estimated at 300 persons, with an instant population of 150.  The 
building serving the beach could also be used as a comfort station supporting 
other activities that may be planned for the peninsula.  This structure can easily 
be winterized to support off-season users if these activities are anticipated.  
Final site plans could combine the beach house with the cultural and 
environmental interpretive center.   
 
Since the north facing shore has a better slope and sand for both a boat launch 
and swimming facility, the project would require at least a 200-foot separation 
along the beach between the two activities.  The east-end of the beach has more 
debris and noise from the railroad, so it’s not desirable for the beach.  A 
location approximately 200 feet from this boundary will probably be the best-
suited location for a 150 foot guarded beach.  This eastern location of the beach 
would put the boat ramp near the northwest curve of the peninsula, but at a 
location that is still protected from winds from the south and southwest. 
 
The boat ramp on the beach would be built at-grade with the natural beach sand 
slope to maintain littoral drift along its surface.  All docks and other supporting 
features of the launch site would be designed so they could be removed during 
the off-season to help protect the beach.  Occasional sand clean up of the boat 
launch site would include shoveling sand that is deposited on the ramp to the 
lower side of the adjoining beach. 
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The small beach and the boat launch ramp could share parking.  The few buses that periodically may bring in school groups and tours to the recreational site may 
also use some of the double-sized parking slots designed for boats and trailers. 
 
*Note: "The design of recreational facilities is guided by how many people can be accommodated.  Beaches and pools can be represented by the number of people found at a site on 
the afternoon of the design day, often the 10th highest weekend day.  This number is called the "instant population" accommodated by the site. Other times of the day or less popular 
days are then easily accommodated, while a few really crowded afternoons may exceed this number and necessitate turning away people or pre-scheduling the use to accommodate 
the pool or beach limitations." 
 
Facility Budget Estimate:  Facility costs for the beach and bathhouse and adjoining facilities will reflect the previously discussed construction and operations 
cost of "small" publicly run sites,  approximately $600,000, with annual operating costs of approximately $30,000/year.  A bridge over the railroad tracks is also 
needed to make this site accessible. This is currently in the design stage as part of a package of $8.5 million in boating access and other improvements announced 
by Governor Pataki in 2001.  Swimming beach development costs are not included in the current funding. 
 
Environmental Conditions:  The Stuyvesant site is located in the Stuyvesant marshes Natural Heritage Program area.  This is a small site classified as having 
good quality habitat of moderate diversity that has experienced moderate disturbance and containing tidal communities of moderate significance.  The site is 
located on the north side point of land just to the south of the Village of Stuyvesant.  The point of land where the potential beach site is located forms the 
northern side of a peninsula that is located along the eastern shore of the River in Colombia County.  Submerged, emergent and upland marshes are found in the 
area, as well as a stretch of rocky shore along the Hudson River in the vicinity of the proposed beach site.  A significant area of deeper water with a sand bottom 
devoid of vegetation exists next to the beach area on the north side of the peninsula.  The area contains several different community types identified by the NYS 
Natural Heritage Program.  The rare species heartleaf plantain and kidney leaf mud-plantain are reported to be in the area, however significant habitat types and 
rare species are not located on the studied location. 
 
The bald eagle, listed as threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the NYSDEC, along with the upland sandpiper, the heartleaf plantain, and the 
spongy arrowhead are species of concern that have been identified within the vicinity of the potential Stuyvesant beach site.  Although impacts to these species 
are not anticipated as a result of beach construction, further individual site analysis would be conducted during Phase II should plans for construction be 
advanced at this site.  Additional studies are recommended to address the occurrence of significant habitats on site. 
 
Water Quality Considerations:  The water quality observations nearest to this site are data collected by the Albany County Sewer District and the data collected 
at the Glenmont STP.  These sampling locations are approximately 15 miles upstream of the site.  Total and fecal coliform data collected by the Albany County 
Sewer District between 1987 and 1996 show that total and fecal coliform criteria for NYSDEC and NYSDOH standards are not exceeded. Data collected by the 
Glenmont STP is of limited use since bacteriological data were not collected.  Additional water quality investigations should be performed at the site to 
determine its suitability since no data is available near the site. 
 
Tides, Currents, Waves and Wakes.  This northwest-facing beach is well protected from the south and southwest by its location on a peninsula.  The selection of 
a site to the east of the open river will also reduce the impact of wakes from the shipping lanes and ebb tidal currents.  Winds from the northwest can generate 
choppy waves at this beach.  The channel current at Stuyvesant is 2.7 fps, maximum tidal range is 4.3 feet. 
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KOWAWESE UNIQUE  
AREA AT PLUM POINT 
 
 
Town of New Windsor 
 
Orange County 
 
River Mile: 58 
 
Ownership:  NYSDEC, operated by Orange 
County Parks Department 
 
 
*This analysis is offered to guide potential 
development of a beach.  No action will be taken by 
the State of New York to develop swimming at this 
site without the consent of the site manager. 
 
 
Beach Conditions:  There are two potential beaches at 
Kowawese, one north and one south of the boat slip cut to accommodate barge landings.  The southern beach has been determined to be best suited for further 
study, because it is longer, has better shale-sand and has an excellent subsurface gradient.  The only flaw at this beach is a limited area for a dry, upland 
component of the beach area. The flat, sparsely vegetated, rocky area backing the beach may be improved by sand-fill, or by better grading and the establishment 
of grass.  Water chestnut pods and beach glass is found on the beach and would need to be included in a maintenance program. This would greatly improve a still 
narrow back-beach. 
 
Though swimming continues as an unauthorized activity at this property and in the nearby shallow waters, the management plan developed for Kowawese 
emphasizes the scenic character of the site and does not address if this activity should, or should not be provided.  Fishing and car-top boat launching are 
allowed, but not served by specific facilities.  A trail system offers hiking opportunities and scenic views.  Development of a swimming facility at this location 
would require the approval of NYSDEC, which owns the property, and Orange County, which manages the property as parkland. 
 
Traffic problems on Route 9W were mentioned as a possible constraint to attracting additional people to Kowawese.  This is a legitimate concern since there are 
few existing provisions for accommodating the traffic headed to the Park.  Good road design at the turn from 9W and a sign that can be seen by approaching 
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traffic can prevent erratic turns by drivers in search of the park.  A more ambitious 
approach would consider a left turn lane on southbound 9W, and improved bicycle and 
pedestrian routes. 
 
Size of Feasible Facility and Other Potential Site Uses: While needs could dictate the 
establishment of a larger swimming area, site constraints only allow a relatively modest 
sized guarded beach, 200 feet in length, accommodating an instant* beach population 
of 125 people, and a design day population of 350 people.  The bathhouse serving this 
beach would also have to be designed as the comfort station serving the rest of the 
park.  The placement of the bathhouse/comfort station on the slight rise located to the 
north of the beach would allow this facility to serve other park activities as well as the 
beach.  Care would have to be taken in siting a bathhouse that would not block scenic 
views. 
 
Facilities serving the general public on this heavily used property are minimal and 
include portable toilets, a few picnic tables and a gravel parking area.  A building 
accommodating meetings overlooks the River.  The northern third of the peninsula is 
owned by the Town of New Windsor and has been developed for field games and a 
playground. 
 
*Note: "The design of recreational facilities is guided by how many people can be accommodated. 
Beaches and pools can be represented by the number of people found at a site on the afternoon of 
the design day, often the 10th. highest weekend day. This number is called the "instant population" 
accommodated by the site. Other times of the day or less popular days are then easily 
accommodated, while a few really crowded afternoons may exceed this number and necessitate 
turning away people or pre-scheduling the use to accommodate the pool or beach limitations." 
 
Facility Budget Estimate:  A swimming beach project at Kowawese would fall 
between the cost of a small and a medium sized facility, perhaps $800,000 for 
construction and $40,000 annually for operations.  These costs include some 
improvements to the gravel parking lot and walks, making that facility more efficient 
and addressing some of the most problematic drainage problems.  Paving the lot and 
Park road would require substantial drainage improvements and added costs.  The costs 
at the 9W intersection can be limited to $25,000 for improved turning radius for 
inbound and outbound traffic and better signs.  This would include the re-striping of a 
turning lane for southbound, arriving traffic.  Precise measurements would have to be 
done for, or by NYSDOT to design these improved pavement markings. 
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Environmental Conditions:  The park is located just north of the Moodna Creek Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat area, which is characterized as an 
area of moderate habitat diversity of good quality that has experienced moderate disturbance. 
 
The bald eagle, listed as threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and by the NYSDEC, along with the least bittern and the spongy arrowhead, also listed 
as threatened by the NYSDEC are species that have been identified within the vicinity of the potential Kowawese Unique Area beach site.  Although impacts to 
these species are not anticipated as a result of beach construction, further individual site analysis would be conducted during Phase II should plans for 
construction be advanced at this site. 
 
Water Quality Considerations:  The closest water quality stations to this location are data collected by the Poughkeepsie Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) and data 
collected by the Rockland Department of Health at Riverfront Park.  These stations are located about 18 miles upstream and 20 miles downstream of the site, 
respectively.  Data from the Poughkeepsie sampling location is of limited use since no bacteriological data was collected.  Data collected at Riverfront Park show 
that NYSDOH bacteriological criteria are exceeded at times.  Since this sampling station is located far away from the beach site additional data collection should 
be performed. 
 
Tides, Currents, Waves and Wakes.  The best beach at this site is protected from the south by headlands and from the north by former barge docking bay and 
associated structures. The potential beach site located on a wide section of the Hudson diminishes shipping wakes but increases choppy waves associated with 
easterly winds during rare winds from the east.  The channel current at Kowawese is 1.5 fps, maximum tidal range is 3.2 feet. 
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RIVERFRONT PARK 
 
 
Town of Stony Point 
 
Rockland County 
 
River Mile: 39 
 
Ownership:  Town of Stony Point 
 
 
*This analysis is offered to guide potential development of a 
beach if the site owner wishes to pursue it.  No action will be 
taken by the State of New York to develop swimming at this site 
without the consent and support of the site owner. 
 
 
Beach Conditions:  The beach located in the Town Park has good 
characteristics for use as a swimming facility.  There is at least 150 
feet of north facing beach shoreline, and ample upland beach space.  
The slope underwater is a little steep, but acceptable.  Sub surface conditions indicate an acceptable mix of gravel sized stones mixed with sand.  The east facing 
beaches formed by the groins have fine grain sand and a good near shore slope. Measurements and bottom samples were not collected at these beaches.  Though 
more open to wave action from the Hudson, the beaches formed by the groins may be a good alternative at this location.  Development of a swimming facility at 
this location would require the approval of the Town of Stony Point, which owns the property. 
 
A street paralleling the northern shoreline of Riverfront Park is located behind the Town Park.  This street then turns south, running along the eastern shoreline of 
the Point. Several groins and a seawall have been built to protect this road and the nearby properties.  The three groins closest to the Town beach have built up 
good beaches, which are used by people who park along the street and climb over the seawall.  Swimmers were observed to use these beaches and boats also land 
on these narrow strips of sand located between groins and the seawall.  A property across the street from both the seawall and the Town Park has an open stand of 
trees and areas showing the signs of frequent use for parking.  
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One possibility for using the groin-field beaches in conjunction with the 
Town Park, would be to re-locate the shoreline street behind the open 
stand of trees, forming a larger park, which would include either a north 
facing or a east facing swimming beach.  If this option is not possible, then 
the east facing, groin-field beaches could not support a swimming program 
because of lack of upland spaces. 
 
Size of Feasible Facility and Other Potential Site Uses:  It is clear that if 
a swimming beach were to be established at this location, it would have to 
be a “small” beach accommodating an instant* population of about 80, and 
a design day population of about 250.  This facility has a fishing pier, 
picnicking and a playground. An existing building supports these services 
(not inspected because a guard restricted access).  Some parking is located 
in the park, and additional parking is available across the street. 
 
*Note: "The design of recreational facilities is guided by how many people can be 
accommodated. Beaches and pools can be represented by the number of people 
found at a site on the afternoon of the design day, often the 10th. highest weekend 
day. This number is called the "instant population" accommodated by the site. Other 
times of the day or less popular days are then easily accommodated, while a few 
really crowded afternoons may exceed this number and necessitate turning away 
people or pre-scheduling the use to accommodate the pool or beach limitations." 
 
Facility Budget Estimate:  The operating cost of the beach, in addition to 
existing park operational costs would be approximately $25,000 to 
$30,000 per year.  Construction costs for a beach at this location would 
depend on which location is selected (if any) and the capacity of the 
existing park building to accommodate bathhouse activities.  Road 
relocation costs and utilities may also be minimal, or a significant cost 
associated with the project.  Given the broad range of options, $200,000 to 
$500,000 may represent a range of costs associated with the development 
of a swimming beach at Riverfront Park.  The lesser cost would be 
required if the existing structure and park could be readily converted to 
support the swimming program. 
 
Environmental Conditions:  This site is located within the Haverstraw 
Bay Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat area.  The area is 
described as including vast shallow and deep-water areas covering a six-
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mile river reach with low diversity habitat of good quality that has experienced extensive disturbance.  Extensive shallows are found in the eastern part of the bay 
with deeper water areas along the western shore.  The Federal navigation channel, which is located along the western side of the Bay, is maintained through 
periodic dredging at a depth of 35 feet below mean low water (MLW).  Haverstraw Bay is characterized as an extensive nursery for anadromous and estuarine 
migrant fish species, a nursery and feeding area for many marine species, spawning and wintering ground for the Atlantic sturgeon, and a wintering area for the 
Federal and state listed shortnose sturgeon.  Incompatible activities within the designated significant habitat area include dredging of the shallows, construction 
or filling especially in the eastern part of the Bay, and clearing buffer vegetation.   
 
Any swimming facility development would occur in the western portion of the bay, where impacts would be expected to be minimal.  Onshore activities will 
involve some clearing of vegetation; however, the amount of loss will be small.  
 
Three species listed as threatened by the NYSDEC, the bald eagle, the pied-billed grebe and the least bittern have been known to occur within the vicinity of 
Riverfront Park.  Although impacts to these species are not anticipated as a result of beach construction, further individual site analysis would be conducted 
during Phase II should plans for construction be advanced at this site. 
 
Water Quality Considerations:  The water quality stations closest to this site are those sampled by the Rockland County Department of Health.  Four sites 
(Riverfront Park, Bowline Point, Hook Mt., and Piermont Pier) were sampled between June 1990 and August 2000.  Data collected at Riverfront Park show that 
NYSDOH bacteriological criteria are exceeded at times.  This trend is also noted at the other three sites.  Additional water quality investigation should be 
performed to provide data that are more current. 
 
Tides, Currents, Waves and Wakes.  Short peninsulas on the Hudson’s West shore protect the north-facing beach at Riverfront Park from all but occasional 
winds from the east or northeast.  Short groins protect shallow waters next to east facing beaches also located at this site.  The wide river can increase the fetch of 
wind-generated waves from the northeast or south to this eastern beach.  The channel current at Riverfront Park is 1.4 fps, maximum tidal range is 3.4 feet. 
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ROCKLAND COUNTY PARK 
 
 
Town of West Haverstraw 
 
Rockland County 
 
River Mile 37.5 
 
Ownership:  Rockland County and private 
ownership 
 
 
*This analysis is offered to guide potential 
development of a beach if the site owners wish to 
pursue it.  No action will be taken by the State of 
New York to develop swimming at this site without 
the consent and support of the site owners. 
 
 
Beach Conditions: Rockland County recently acquired 
a large property in West Haverstraw for park 
development.  The County Park plan currently does 
not envision swimming at this site, however the site is suitable for development of a swimming beach.  The property is north of the Bowline Point power plant.  
The parcel of land includes a complex of natural areas, and properties that were developed at one time, but subsequently demolished. Sections of roads, railroad 
spurs, paving, fences and other abandoned facilities are on this site.  The property also includes extensive wetlands, over 1000 feet of shoreline along the Hudson, 
and small streams.  Some structures remain on site, as well as on the adjacent vacant power plant property owned by Mirant New York Inc. including a 
meteorological tower.  Because of the high value this location has for a future swimming site, it should be secured, with appropriate buffers, to protect the 
possibility of offering this popular activity at the Park.  Rockland County officials and staff should consider if swimming facilities are to be a part of their plans, 
and when these programs can be undertaken.  If a swimming facility is considered as a possibility, then, acquisition, and beach improvement elements of the 
program (groins and clean up) should be undertaken as the initial steps needed to develop these facilities. 
 
The Hudson shoreline in the Park is an impressive resource associated with the property.  A rocky shoreline starts south of the Haverstraw Marina and continues 
up to abandoned steel bulkheads that were a part of barge loading docks, which once served a quarry near this site.  The County plans a boat launch at this 
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location.  A low shore beach composed of brick particles, occasional 
quarry rock and some sand stretches for a considerable distance south, 
up to the Utility owned shorelines at Bowline Point.  There is dense 
tree and brush cover and some wetlands near the shoreline and further 
inland. 
 
Though public swimming sites are available in Rockland County, 
substantial nearby population as well as visitors from New York City 
and New Jersey frequently use these facilities to their capacities.  
Additionally, though swimming in the Hudson was a very popular 
activity in this area in the past, the closest facility offering this today is 
across the Hudson River at Croton Point County Park.  People have 
been observed using the shorelines, occasionally for sunning and 
swimming. 
 
The shoreline nearest to the meteorological tower was analyzed for its 
potential as a swimming beach, though it appeared that any location 
within a few hundred feet from this point would offer similar 
characteristics.  A gradual slope that can easily serve a beach was 
observed.  The upland beach was narrow, but relatively flat slopes with 
brush and tree cover will permit modification to well designed sand or 
grass surfaces behind the beach.  The sand, rounded brick remnants 
and stones on the beach and underwater may require improvement to 
upgrade swimming conditions.  Raking the larger fragments to a side 
of the potential beach may suffice.  This mound of raked pebbles and 
stones may also work in the future as mini-groins, and help retain sand 
on the beach. 
 
Size of Feasible Facility and Other Potential Site Uses:  The 
extensive length of beach in Rockland County Park, and the significant 
demand for these facilities, suggests a “medium” sized beach, probably 
two sections of 150 feet to 200 feet each, 300 feet to 400 feet total.  A 
single beach section could pilot the program, then be expanded as 
required.  The total beach facility would serve an instant* population 
of 200 people, and a design day population of 600 people. 
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The design of the entire County Park, or at least the large section including the beach, would need to be completed to identify the best options for access, other 
park activity and designated preservation areas, and to orchestrate construction, funding and operation programs in an efficient and effective manner.  A survey 
of property lines should determine where the County owned shoreline ends.  Coordination with the Power Plant management could include negotiations for 
additional needed lands, or for understandings regarding access or buffers between these two properties. These discussions should precede any design work.  The 
swimming beach would be the prime attraction for this new park.  The prominent location of the beach facility may also allow other activities to make efficient 
use of the toilets and spaces in the bathhouse on a year-round basis. 
 
*Note: "The design of recreational facilities is guided by how many people can be accommodated. Beaches and pools can be represented by the number of people found at a site on 
the afternoon of the design day, often the 10th. highest weekend day. This number is called the "instant population" accommodated by the site. Other times of the day or less popular 
days are then easily accommodated, while a few really crowded afternoons may exceed this number and necessitate turning away people or pre-scheduling the use to accommodate 
the pool or beach limitations." 
 
Facility Budget Estimate: The bathhouse, utility and access costs that would serve the beach area would require $1,000,000 or more in construction costs.  
Operations cost would be in excess of $50,000 per year.  
 
Environmental Conditions:  This site is located within the Haverstraw Bay Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat area.  The area is described as 
including vast shallow and deep-water areas covering a six-mile reach of River, with low diversity habitat of good quality that has experienced extensive 
disturbance.  Extensive shallows are found in the eastern part of the bay with deeper water areas along the western shore.  The Federal navigation channel, which 
is located along the western side of the Bay, is maintained through periodic dredging at a depth of 35-ft below mean low water (MLW).  Haverstraw Bay is 
characterized as an extensive nursery for anadromous and estuarine migrant fish species, a nursery and feeding area for many marine species, spawning and 
wintering ground for the Atlantic sturgeon, and a wintering area for the Federal and state listed shortnose sturgeon.  Incompatible activities within the designated 
significant habitat area include dredging of the shallows, construction or filling especially in the eastern part of the Bay, and clearing buffer vegetation.  Onshore 
activities especially at the Rockland County Park site will involve some clearing of vegetation; however, the amount of loss will be minimal. 
 
Three species listed as threatened by the NYSDEC, the bald eagle, the pied-billed grebe and the least bittern have been known to occur within the vicinity of 
Rockland County Park.  Although impacts to these species are not anticipated as a result of beach construction, further individual site analysis would be 
conducted during Phase II should plans for construction be advanced at this site. 
 
Water Quality Considerations:  The water quality stations closest to this site are those sampled by the Rockland County Department of Health.  Four sites 
(Riverfront Park, Bowline Point, Hook Mt., and Piermont Pier) were sampled between June 1990 and August 2000.  The closest station, Riverfront Park is 
located just a few miles from the site.  Data collected at Riverfront Park show that NYSDOH bacteriological criteria are exceeded at times.  This trend is also 
noted at the other three sites.  Additional water quality investigation should be performed to provide data that are more current. 
 
Tides, Currents, Waves and Wakes.  A project to enhance the east-facing beach at this site should include groins, similar in scale to those successfully deployed 
at Riverfront Park.  In addition to enhancing and protecting sand conditions, this project should also protect the shallow waters from wind-generated waves from 
the north and south.  The wide river can increase the fetch of wind-generated waves from the east and from the north or south in open water facing this site.  The 
channel current at Bowline Point is 1.4 fps, maximum tidal range is 3.4 feet. 
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KINGSLAND POINT 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY PARK 
 
 
Village of Sleepy Hollow 
 
Westchester County 
 
River Mile 28 
 
Ownership:  Westchester County 
 
 
*This analysis is offered to guide potential development 
of a beach if the site owner wishes to pursue it.  No 
action will be taken by the State of New York to develop 
swimming at this site without the consent and support of 
the site owner. 
 
 
Beach Conditions:  The beach at Kingsland Point is a 
beautiful 900 foot crescent shaped beach facing the northwest.  The beach is protected and retained by a groin located on its western end.  The sand quality is 
excellent, however the near shore slope is a little steep.  A fence and high hedge keeps the public from viewing the beach.  Even the exceptional scenery offered 
by High Tor Mountain, across the Hudson, is screened from public view for half the park.  A few occasionally climb the fence to gain access to the beach.  A 
locked underpass and passageway leads from the beach to the Kingsland bathhouse. 
 
The bathhouse and pavilion building have a major space on the floor closest to grade, that formerly housed an extensive bathhouse area.  The east and north side 
of this space now houses park maintenance.  The southwest lower floor area is used to store boats and another section is vacant or full of wet debris.  Only a 
small section of the massive, but beautiful bathhouse and pavilion building is used for storage and offices.  Decades without appreciable maintenance limit the 
remaining life and beneficial use of the structure.  Though not on a register, the building may be eligible for consideration by the National Register of Historic 
Buildings by the State’s Historic Preservation Officer.  The operational space required for the entire Park may have to be redesigned.  Half of the ground floor 
may prove adequate to support both maintenance and swimming programs.  Development of a beach and restoration of the bathhouse present an exceptional 
opportunity, which can enhance the other planned uses of the Sleepy Hollow Waterfront. 
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A complete study of the beach would help to determine the best location 
and configuration for use and the most cost effective procedure for beach 
nourishment, including possible off shore sources of sand, if swimming 
is considered. 
 
During its decades of use (ending in 1974), the Kingsland beach was 
replenished with sand every few years.  These maintenance activities 
were suspended for the past 26 years, causing the near shore of the beach 
to steepen.  While the beach is beautiful most of the time, at high tide 
one-hour of each park operation-day, little or no beach is left dry.  If the 
beach is not maintained, then the stone seawall behind the beach may 
soon be undermined by waves and have to be protected.  Beyond the 
near shore area of erosion, a flat offshore sand profile may indicate the 
location of some of the eroded sand.  If a swimming program is 
advanced, then the restoration of a 400 foot section (half) of the beach 
would be undertaken, together with periodic maintenance of the beach 
profile.  Restoration of the beach could be buttressed on one side by 
either the land to the east or the groin to the west. 
 
Southeast of Kingsland Park along the River, also in Sleepy Hollow, a 
large reclaimed area of about 50 acres remains from the demolished 
former GM Automobile Assembly Plant.  A number of redevelopment 
concepts have been advanced to date, including a mix of residential, 
commercial and open space areas for the site, which is still owned by 
GM.  Many of these proposals support strategic connections to 
Kingsland Park.  New park access from the GM Site by pedestrians and 
vehicles, coupled with the Park’s upgrading, would strengthen the 
economic values and recreation benefits of people living and/or working 
in and those coming to the redeveloped GM site. 
 
Size of Feasible Facility and Other Potential Site Uses:  Based on the 
size of the site and local need, a medium sized swimming program 
would be best for this site.  This would include 300 linear feet of 
guarded beach, serving an instant* population of 400 people, and a 
design day population of 600 people. 
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The Villages of Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown, the NYS Department of State, Scenic Hudson, and Westchester County Parks are currently working in 
partnership to improve the Park and to link these initiatives to adjacent public and private projects.  The Village of Sleepy Hollow is working on initiatives to 
enhance DeVries Park, that is separated from Kingsland on the West by the Metro-North line, and to restore and reopen the pedestrian bridge across the tracks. 
GM is poised to propose redevelopment of its former site.  Scenic Hudson has been engaged by the Village of Sleepy Hollow to develop a concept plan for the 
GM Site, which provides public waterfront access, other open space and mixed commercial and residential development. 
 
A restored Kingsland Park would be a major critical link in the Village’s approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan that proposes a waterfront promenade 
from its southern end, at the Tappan Zee Bridge, around the GM site, and anchored on the northern end by the Park.  It would provide an outstanding recreation 
facility to serve immediate surrounding communities with pockets of modest income residents, as well as more well-to-do local and regional users. 
 
In addition to a continuous shoreline walkway, parking needs could also be coordinated during the improvement of the two adjoining properties.  One-way traffic 
entering the Park from the GM site and exiting at the current two-way entrance would mitigate some of the traffic impacts that a swimming beach would have on 
local streets. In return, the restored beach and pavilion, as well as coordinated parking policy could enhance the value of the new development at the GM site.  
The inbound lane remaining from the existing entrance road could be used for the continuation of a shoreline trail up to the railroad station. 
 
Swimming facility plans need to be coordinated with the plans for the development of the GM site, which include vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian access, 
parking, and access to Metro-North trains and perhaps tour boats and ferries. 
 
*Note: "The design of recreational facilities is guided by how many people can be accommodated. Beaches and pools can be represented by the number of people found at a site on 
the afternoon of the design day, often the 10th. highest weekend day. This number is called the "instant population" accommodated by the site. Other times of the day or less popular 
days are then easily accommodated, while a few really crowded afternoons may exceed this number and necessitate turning away people or pre-scheduling the use to accommodate 
the pool or beach limitations." 
 
Facility Budget Estimate:   The uses that are contemplated, and the historic rehabilitation standards that are to be met can result in wide ranges of costs for the 
bathhouse and pavilion building at Kingsland. A new bathhouse would cost $1 million.  Adaptive reuse of the existing historic bathhouse to accommodate both 
swimming and other park uses would cost $2-3 million.  If the bathhouse is restored for modern uses, about one third of the ground floor of this building would 
be sufficient to adequately support a medium sized swimming program.  Operating costs for the facility would be approximately $50,000 per year. 
 
Meeting these Park needs leaves more than half of the bathhouse and the pavilion open for compatible adaptive uses.  Concessionaires may be willing to fund 
rehabilitation in return for a long-term lease, opening up the potential for exciting concepts for the re-use of the building, such as a restaurant and catering 
service. 
 
Environmental Conditions:  Kingsland Point is not located in a Significant Habitat Area, therefore destruction of essential habitat is not an issue for this site.  
However, correspondence with the New York State Natural Heritage Program has identified the peregrine falcon as a species that occurs in the vicinity of the 
potential Kingsland Point Westchester County Park site.  The peregrine falcon is listed as endangered by the NYSDEC.  Although impacts to the peregrine falcon 
are not anticipated as a result of beach construction, further individual site analysis would be conducted during Phase II should plans for construction be 
advanced at this site. 
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Water Quality Considerations:  The water quality stations closest to this site are those sampled by the Rockland County Department of Health. Four sites 
(Riverfront Park, Bowline Point, Hook Mt., and Piermont Pier) were sampled between June 1990 and August 2000.  The closest stations, Hook Mt. and Piermont 
Pier are located approximately three miles away from the site. Data collected at these sites show that NYSDOH bacteriological criteria are exceeded at times. 
This trend is also noted at the other two sites.  Additional water quality investigation should be performed to provide data that are more current. 
 
Tides, Currents, Waves and Wakes.  The Kingsland peninsula offers good shelter for this northeast-facing beach.  A wide section of the Hudson, open to the 
northwest, protects the site from the wake of large vessels; however small boat traffic and wind from the northwest can occasionally cause choppy wave 
conditions.  The selection of a feasible guarded site closer to the bathhouse underpass should help reduce conflicts with small boat traffic and waves.  The 
channel current at Kingsland Point is 1.9 fps, maximum tidal range is 3.7 feet. 
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